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EXPLANATORY NotE.—The figures on the left represent the scale for the percentage of persons 
unemployed according to trade union returns. The figures on the right represent the scale for the 
several index-numbers, the year 1911 being taken in each case as base (= 1000). Since the end of 
the year 1911 the index-numbers for cost of food, groceries, and house rent (average for the six 
metropolitan towns) and for wholesale prices (Melbourne) are shewn each quarter, while unemploy- 
ment percentages are shewn quarterly since the end of the year 1912 only. Unemployment figures 
for previous years are shewn as at the end of each year, while other index-numbers refer to the average 
for the whole year. Nominaland effective wage index-numbers are only computed annually. It 
should be observed that the purchasing-power-of-money and wholesale price index-numbers since 
the year 1911 shew the average level during the whole of each quarter; but for purposes of con- 
venience they have, however, been plotted on the graph as at the end, and not the middle, of each 
quarter. The purchasing-power-of-money index-number is based upona constant regimen: see Report 
No. 1, Appendix vii., and Labour Bulletin No. 9, pp. 27 to 46. 
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SECTION I.—INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS. 


1. General.—Returns received from the secretaries of trade unions 
show that the percentage of unemployment in the first quarter of the 
current year was 7.5, compared with 6.7 in the immediately preceding 
quarter, and 5.9 in the corresponding quarter (January to March) of 1916. 
The percentage of unemployment was less in the quarter under review 
than in the fourth quarter of 1916 in Victoria and Western Australia, 
and greater in the remaining States. Compared with the corresponding 
period a year ago, the percentage was less in Western Australia and 
Tasmania, and greater in the remaining States. As regards industrial 
groups, those groups covering the manufacture of articles of food, drink, 
tobacco and miscellaneous manufacturing shew a decrease in unemploy- 
ment in the quarter under review, compared with the fourth quarter of 
1916, while all other groups shew increases. Compared with the corres- 
ponding quarter (January to March) of 1916, the percentage of unemploy- 
ment was greater in the quarter under review in all the groups, with the 
exception of I. (Wood, Furnitnre, etc.) III. (Focd, Drink, Tobacco, 
etc.) and VIII. (Mining, Quarrying, etc.). 


'.[22. Weather Conditions and Rural Industries.—The reports received 
during the months of March, April, May and June shew that generally 
the condition of stock and crops throughout the Commonwealth was fairly 
satisfactory. Owing to the prevalence of the mice plague in New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia, much damage to stacks of hay and 
corn is reported, while the crops for the coming season have been seriously 
affected by the ravages of the mice. Western Australia and Tasmania 
both report that excessive rains have affected the growth of the crops in 
these States. In New South Wales during the months of March, April, 
and May, the rainfall was generally below the average. Reports received, 
however, shew that during March and April the condition of stock and 
crops was satisfactory. The continued dry weather in May is said to 
have caused some anxiety, and to have hindered the preparation of the 
ground for sowing. Ploughing and seeding operations had to be suspended 
in many districts, and the supply of water for domestic and stock purposes 
became very low. The pastures were further adversely affected by severe 
frosts during this month. Contrary to the general experience, good rains 
were reported in the South-western Slope and portions of the Southern 
Tableland and Riverina. During the month of June beneficial rains fell, 
which enabled ploughing and sowing to be completed. The crops already 
shewing promised well in spite of the mice, though fields had to be 
replanted on account of this plague. The prospects at the end of the 
month were once again promising, and practically throughout the State 
stock were in good condition, and the prospects for the spring said to be 
satisfactory. Throughout a considerable area of Victoria the mice 
plague has caused much damage. The harvest was completed in March in 
the late districts, and throughout the period under review, weather 
conditions have been generally satisfactory. In many districts sowing 
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has been delayed in the hope that there would be some abatement of the 
mice plague. During May and June so serious were the ravages of the 
mice that early sown crops were, in many cases, SO thin as to be in need of 
resowing. Hay and wheat stacks were in many districts almost ruined, 
and the coming harvest will probably be seriously affected. Otherwise 
the conditions for stock and crops were favourable. Good lambing 
percentages are reported, and the prospects for fruit are said to be good. 
Dairy farmers have had, generally, a successful period. In Queensland 
during March good rainfalls were reported, but during the succeeding 
months—April, May and June—the rainfall was much below the average. 
The dryness of the weather retarded ploughing and sowing operations in 
many districts. In those more fortunate districts where it had been possible 
to complete the sowing, the crops were making favourable progress. 
During June severe frosts were experienced, which seriously affected the 
growth of winter cereals. Grass and herbage were plentiful, but dry, and 
stock continued in gocd condition. The mice plague seriously interfered 
with agricultural operations in South Australia. Following a summer 
season noted for the abundance of rain, the dryness of the month of April 
had no serious effects. During May and June the rainfall was again 
reported to be above normal. Ploughing and seeding operations were 
delayed, owing to the mice plague. By June, however, in most of the 
agricultural areas these had been completed, and crops were beginning to 
shew above ground. They were reported to be fairly satisfactory, but 
patchy as a result of the havoc wrought by the mice. In many parts 
they had suffered to such an extent that it was necessary to put in another 
lot of seed. Except in the far North stock were reported to be in good 
condition, and the supply of water and feed plentiful. 


Western Australia experienced a period of heavy rainfall from March 
to June, which had the effect of delaying ploughing and seeding owing to 
the soft soil, and further interfered adversely with those crops which 
had been sown. There was an abundance of water and feed, and stock 
were consequently reported to be in gocd condition. The fruit harvest 
closed in March, and is reported to have been very satisfactory. The 
cool showery weather experienced in Tasmania during the summer con- 
tinued during the pericd under review. Much damage was done by 
storms during April. The dairying season has been satisfactory, but the 
unfavourable weather has resulted in a lessened area under crop compared 
with a year ago. arly sown crops are reported to be making satisfactory 
progress, but later ones are backward owing to the excessive wet weather. 
Stock are reported to be in fair condition, but to have suffered somewhat 
from the cold and wet. 


3. Variations in Retail Prices, House Rent, and Purchasing-Power 
of Money.—On pages 31 and 32 of Labour Report No. 6, attention was 
directed to the fact that a change had been made in the base period to 
which the index-numbers for the thirty towns were computed. Formerly 
the weighted average expenditure in the thirty towns for the whole of the 
year 1912 was taken as base, but in the Report referred to, it was stated 
that in that Report, and in future Reports and Bulletins, the index- 
numbers in the tables referring to the thirty towns, as well as in those 
referring to the six capital towns, the base to which the index-numbers 
are computed would be the weighted average expenditure for the six 
capital towns in 1911. The tables on pages 33 to 38 of Report No. 6 
give the index-numbers for the thirty towns for food and groceries only 
at monthly, quarterly and yearly periods, and for house rent and food, 
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groceries and house rent combined, at quarterly and yearly periods for 
the years 1912 to 1915 inclusive. These were brought up to date in 
Section IV. of Labour Report No. 7. It should be observed, therefore, 
that if it is desired to make comparisons with the index-numbers given in 
Section ITI. hereof for the thirty towns, such comparisons should be made 
with the index-numbers given in the Reports referred to, and not with 
index-numbers published in Reports or Quarterly Bulletins issued prior 
to May, 1916. 

The index-numbers for food, groceries and house rent combined, for 
thirty of the more important towns, rose from 1276 in the fourth quarter of 
1916 to 1279 in the quarter under review. The corresponding index- 
number for the first quarter (January to March) of 1916, was 1325; of 
1915, 1151; of 1914, 1090 ; of 1913, 1078; and of 1912, 1023. The com- 
bined index-number for the quarter under review was lower in Western 
Australia and higherin New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, and 
Tasmania. The index-number for Victoria was the same for the quarter 
under review as for the immediately preceding quarter. Compared with 
the corresponding quarter of 1915, it was lower in all the States. 

There has been a decrease in the price of groceries and meat, and an 
increase in the price of dairy produce and of house rents during the quarter 
under review compared with the fourth quarter of last year. Compared 
with the first quarter of 1916, the index-numbers indicate that there has 
been a decrease in the cost of groceries, dairy produce and meat, and an 
increase in house rents in the first quarter of the current year. 


4. Wholesale Prices.—The general level of wholesale prices shews 
that there was an increase during the first quarter of 1917 compared 
with the immediately preceding quarter. The index-number for the 
fourth quarter of 1916 was 1514, compared with 1527 in the quarter under 
review. There was a decrease in the wholesale prices of meat, but this 
was more than counterbalanced by increases in other commodities. 


5. Industrial Disputes.—The number of disputes which began during 
the first quarter of 1917 was 119, compared with 93 in the preceding 
quarter. Of this number, 76 occurred in New South Wales. In the new 
disputes 13,349 persons were directly, and 5432 indirectly involved, giving 
a total of 18,781. The total number of working days lost in both new and 
old disputes was 153,521, and the estimated total loss in wages £82,784. 
By far the greatest number of the disputes occurred in the mining industry. 
The four disputes in Group II. (Engineering, Metal Works, etc.), however, 
were responsible for more than half the total number of working days 
lost, while the estimated loss in wages in these disputes amounted to 
£42,653, out of a total of £82,784 in all disputes. 


6. Changes in Rates of Wage.—The number of changes (all of which 
with the exception of one were increases) recorded during the first quarter 
of 1917 was 138, of which 54 occurred in New South Wales, 24 in Victoria, 22 
in Queensland, 23 in South Australia, 8in Western Australia, and 6 in Tas- 
mania. The total number of persons affected was 85,738, and the aggregate 
increase in wages per week was £22,329. The largest number of persons 
affected, and the largest increase in wages, occurred in Group XIV. (Miscel- 
laneous), in which 31,367 persons obtained increases aggregating £6080 per 
week. 

7. Miscellaneous.—During the quarter under review, the number 
of selected and nominated immigrants arriving in the Commonwealth 
was 375 (comprising 232 dependants), compared with 190 during the 
third quarter of 1916. The greatest number (166) is reported from 
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New South Wales. As regards occupations, of the males, 17 are classified 
in the Pastoral, Agricultural, etc., group, and of the females, 84 are 
domestic servants. 

The State Government Free Employment Bureaux report that 
during the quarter 25,407 applications for employment were received. 
During the same period 8053 applications from employers were received, 
and 9857 positions filled. 

The total number of fatal accidents reported during the quarter was 
30, and of other accidents causing incapacitation from work for over 
14 days, was 1185. The corresponding figures for the fourth quarter 
of 1916 were 29 and 1221 respectively. By far the greatest number of 
accidents occurred in the mining industry. 


SECTION II.—UNEMPLOYMENT. 


1. General.—Returns as to unemployment for the quarter ended 
3lst March, 1917, were received from 455 trade unions, having a member- 
ship of 290,849. The number unemployed was 21,892, or 7.5 per cent., 
compared with 6.7 per cent. in the preceding quarter, and 5.9 per cent. in 
the corresponding quarter (January to March) of 1916. The returns 
given in the following table do not include persons out of work through 
strikes or lockouts :— 


Unemployment.—Number of Unions and Members Reporting, and Number and 
Percentage Unemployed, 1891 to 1917 (1st Quarter). 





| UNEMPLOYED. 














PARTICULARS. | Unions. Membership.| ———__— — 

| | Number. | Percentage. 

pata’ apical Aa Same 25 | 6,445 599 9.3 
1896 queen bah ” 25 | 4,227 457 10.8 
1901. a % 39 | 8,710 574 6.6 
1906... ny oy 47 | 11,299 153 6.7 
NO OTe ep 7 Bilrsad] 13,179 157 5.7 
1908... i. a 68 | 18,685 1,117 6.0 
1909... = 53\ S45) 21,122 18} | 5.8 
1910; ¥. sa 109 | 32,995 sissy 5.6 
OVI tee ee ‘), fo 67,961 3,171 | 4.7 
TOLD 4g ee « 464 224,023 12,441 | 5.5 
1913, Is> Quarter* .. 451 | 237,216 15,234 | 6.4 
Onde er sro ee 458 | 243,523 17,854 | tes 

Srde oes AT2° 1 252,395 17,698 7.0 

4b nie Be 465 | 251,207 13,430 5.3 
Oy, kt; GON GSR 15,541 5.9 
onde s 467 | 279,318 15,856 5.7 

Srdl. sya 466 | 283,584 30,367 10.7 

Ue es 439 | 250,716 27,610 11.0 
ONS selsties ae 476 | 279,388 33,465 12.0 
Pel Gay 456 | 273,190 26,015 9.5 

3rd- ,, Ss *® 484 | 279,133 24,682 | 8.8 

tht. 43) ee 465 | 273,149 18,489 | 6.8 
1916, Ist as * 475 | 291,525 17,178 Ke 5.9 
Ol oe 476 | 298,675 15,741 5.3 

Sarde oy ot 120 78047 14,649 | 5.3 

ath ew Ee ee 470 292,051 19,562 | 6.7 
MOUSE Neha yi eei ee 455 290,849 21,892 | 7.5 





* For years prior to 1913 the figures refer to the end of the year only, and not tos rs 
The quarterly figures shew the number of persons who were out of work for three ae ausriery: 


a epeoifed week in each quarter; they do not include persons out of work through strikers eens 
outs. 
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For reasons indicated on pages 16 to 18 of Labour Report No. 2, 
this table does not furnish a complete register of unemployment. Never- 
theless for the purpose of making comparisons, and shewing tendencies 
over a period of years, the percentages returned as unemployed, though 
not exact, are the most satisfactory available. The significance of the 
figures shewing the percentage of unemployment may be better under- 
stood by a reference to the graph on page 4. During the quarter under 
review, the percentage of unemployment was greater than in either the 
immediately preceding quarter or the corresponding quarter of 1916. 


2. Unemployment in Different States.—Quarter ended 31st March, 
1917.—Of the 455 organisations reporting unemployment, the largest 
number (134 unions with 129,296 members) was in New South Wales, 
Victoria (with 104 unions and 81,891 members) coming next. As pointed 
out in the previous issues of this Bulletin, the industrial occupations 
of the people, as well as the extent to which the different industries are 
represented in the returns, vary considerably in the several States. Any 
comparisons, therefore, that are drawn between these results are neces- 
sarily subject to the qualification that the figures relate to some extent 
to different classes of industry. 


In the following table particulars are given for the quarter ended the 
3lst March last as to the number and percentage unemployed, and 
the increase or decrease compared with the preceding quarter (October 
to December, 1916), and the corresponding quarter (January to March) 
of 1916 :— 


Unemployment in different States, for Quarter ending 3lst March, 1917. 


























| | Increase (+) or 
Number Percentage | Decrease (—) 
Reporting. Unemployed. Unemployed in— | in Percentage 
STATE. | compared with— 
Unions. |Members. | Number. | Percent- | 4th Quar.) 1st Quar. l4th Quar. | 1st Quar. 
| age. 1916. LOL6s - j= L916: 1916. 
= | | haedeend 
N.S. Wales .. 134 129,296 8,433 | 6.5 ii 5.7 Nee 0.8 0:8 
Victoria. 104 aieomlmensse | Sei0) son | se | of + 3.2 
Queensland .. | 56 36,452 3,863 | 10.6 6.7 fbr |) 3:9 + 3.1 
Sth. Australia 58 19,213 985 | ial 4.7 46 | + 0.4 =O!) 
W. Australia 67 18,709 1,036 5.5 5.9 6.6 |—0.4 — 1.1 
Tasmania .. 36 5,288 191 | 3.6 | 2.4 4.7 + 1.2 == ll 
C’wLTH .. 455 290,849 | 21,892 | 7.5 6.7 5.9 + 0.8 + 1.6 
1 








Nore.—As to the general limitations of the figures given in the above table, see remarks 
above. 


Compared with the preceding quarter, there was an increase in un- 
employment in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and 
Tasmania, and a decrease in the remaining States. Compared with the 
corresponding quarter (January to March) of 1916, there was an increase 
in unemployment in all the States except Western Australia and Tas- 
mania. 


3. Unemployment in Different Industries.—The following table 
shews the percentage unemployed in several of the fourteen industrial 
groups. Information as to the classification of these groups is given on 
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page 334 of Labour Report No. 7. For those industries in which em- 
ployment is either unusually stable, or, on the other hand, exceptionally 
casual, information as to unemployment cannot ordinarily be obtained 
from trade unions. Hence, certain industries such as railways, shipping, 
pastoral, agricultural, etc., and domestic, hotels, etc., are insufficiently 
represented in the returns. Particulars are not, therefore, shewn separ- 
ately for these groups, such returns as are available being included in the 
last group, ‘‘ Other and Miscellaneous.” For purposes of comparison 
particulars are included in the table as to the percentage unemployed in 
the quarter immediately preceding (last quarter of 1916), and the cor- 
responding quarter (first quarter of 1916). The increase or decrease in 
the percentages for the current quarter as compared with each of these 
preceding quarters, is also given. 


Unemployment in different Industries for the Quarter ending 31st March, 1917. 









































Increage( + ) 
| | Percentage | or Decrease(-) 
| Number Unem- Returned as) in Percentage 

Reporting. ployed. Unem- compared 
| ployed:— with— 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 
| 3 nl mH me = 
eal eer tle as & | 3 < 8 $ 
n i= o a He He bo we 
| fi | o fa) 2 ao BO fie) ao 
| 2 | 2 € =} on Sa Sa Pedic 
ine Es 5 | 8 | e¢a| o2| ca] os 
a= aa4| & 7, FI a » a > 
| Rs Aca Ay le = a 
I.—Wood, Furniture, etc. .. aa 18 | 12,871 550 43) 42] 60/+01|— 17 
Il.— Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 59 | 40,732 | 3,451 85 | 7.2) 3.5 | +1.3 |/-F 5.0 
IJI.—Food, Drink, Tobacco, ete. ..| 56 | 22,606 |1,114 49 | 76 6.4 | —2.7 | — 15 
IV.—Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. ..| 23 | 25,443 | 1,147 45); 29) 44/+16/+4 0.1 
V.—Books, Printing, etc. .. ai 26 9,862 461 47) 3:0), 3/00) alee len 
VI.—Other Manufacturing .. A 71 | 25,131 | 1,526 61) 64) 6.0 | OF Su east 
VII.—Building .. ae ao | 53 | 31,689 |3,781 11.9 10.6; 9.3 |+1.3 )+ 2.6 
VIII.—Mining, Quarrying, etc. ac | 24 30,742 |1,617 6.3 | 5.1} 10.4 | +0.2 |— 51 
X.—Other Land Transport. elie sul 7,760 450 5.8 2.9 | 2.3 |} +2.9)+ 3.5 
IX., XI., XII., XIII. and XIV.— | | | 
Other and Miscellaneous | 114 | 84,013 | 7,795 9.3 7.91 5.2 +14} 4+ 41 
ALL GROUPS an ae ..| 455 | 290,849 121,892) 7.5 6.7) 5.9 +0.8} + 1.6 





Notr.—As to the general limitations of the figures given in this table, see remarks on page 9. 


The percentage of unemployment was greater than for the immediate- 
ly preceding quarter in all the groups except Groups IIT. (Food, Drink, 
Tobacco, etc.), and VI. (Other Manufacturing). The increase was greatest 
in Group X. (Other Land Transport), while in the case of the two groups 
which shew decreases, the decrease was greatest in Group III. (Food, 
Drink, Tobacco, etc.). Compared with the corresponding quarter 
(January to March) of 1916, all the groups with the exception @i IL. 
(Wood, Furniture, ete.), III. (Food, Drink, Tobacco, ete.), and VIII. 
(Mining, Quarrying, etc.), shew increases. The greatest increases in 
unemployment compared with a year ago occurred in engineering and 
in land transport other than the railway and tramway services. 


4. Causes of Unemployment.—Particulars as to causes of unemploy- 
ment, classified under three main heads, are available for the first quarter 
of the current year for unions having a membership of 286,594. The 
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following table shews that of a totalnumber of 21,654 out of work, 19,378 
were unemployed through lack of work ; 1805 through sickness and acci- 
dent ; and 471 through other causes (excluding persons on strike or locked 
out) :— 


Unemployment according to Causes for the various Industries, States, and 
Commonwealth, Quarter ended 3lst March, 1917. 

































































| | Sickness 
Lack of Other 
| Mem- | Work peers Causes. Torat. 
PARTIOULARS. | bers | ee ea ca 3d] ged 
| No. | % | No. | %| No. | % | No. | % 
| | 
CLASSIFIBD ACCORDING TO INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. 

I.—Wood, Furniture, etc. .. ae 12,871 435) 3.4 114} 0.9 al ees 550) 4.3 
II.—Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 40,732) 2,959! 7.3 283] 0.7) 209) 0.5) 3,451) 8.5 
IfI.—Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. 2d 22,606) 1,001) 4.4 88] 0.4) 25| 0.1] 1,114] 4.9 
IV.—Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. -. | 25,443 1.122} 4.4 23) 0.1) Zi. |) ML WAT AS 

V.—Books, Printing, ete. So »» | 9,862 379) 3.8 45) 0.5 37| 0.4 461) 4.7 
VI.—Other Manufacturing cet | (2o5OOn| L7G! ol0) ee Oss 64) 0.3) 1,411] 6.0 
VII.— Building 56 20 a5 56 31,689 3,569! 11.2 UG By) (035) 57| 0.2) 3,781) 11.9 

VIII.—Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. ae 30,742} 950) 3.1 641) 2.1 26} 0.1; 1,617] 5.3 

X.—Other Land Transport... ap 7,760 379) 4.9 64| 0.8) 7| O.1 450) 5.8 

IX., XI., XIL., XIII., and XIV.—Other | 
and Miscellaneous Ato Go 81,208 7,408 | 9.0 221} 0.3 43) 0.1] 7,672) 9.4 
a re (eee ae cecal Sata 
ALL GROUPS ote x 50 286,594) 19,378) 6.8} 1,805) 0.6 471) 0.2) 21,654) 7.6 
| | 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO STATES. 
| | | 
New South Wales .. = bo .. | 126,536) 7,226 5.7| 783, 0.6 226) 0.2) 8,235) 6.5 
Victoria An ee ae 36 .. | 80,801; 6,692 8.2) 527| 0.7 150) 0.1) 7,369) 9.1 
Queensland eee RE. 1361452) 235775 10.4 66, 0.2) 22) .. | 3,863) 10.6 
South Australia as an aie nis 19,213 810 4.2) 144; 0.7 31/ 0.2) 985] 5.1 
Western Australia .. O09 ote ac 18,304 740 4.0) 234 1.3) Sy) WOe7A) aol) oy '55 
Tasmania .. = re oh as 5,288, 135, 2.6) $1) 1.0] Bless 191) 3.6 
| | ar oe 
| | 
COMMONWEALTH do a0 -. | 286,594 19,378 6.8) 1,805 0.6 471 0.2) 21,654| 7.6 











The first part of the above table shews the number unemployed owing 
to the causes specified, classified according to industries ; the second, 
classified according to States. The percentage of unemployment due to 
“Jack of work” was 6.8, compared with 5.5 in the preceding quarter. 
The percentage due to sickness and accident was 0.6, compared with 0.8 
in the preceding quarter, and that due to other causes was 0.2, compared 
with 0.5 in the preceding quarter. Of the total amount of unemploy- 
ment, 89.5 per cent. was due to “ lack of work,’ 8.3 per cent. to “ sick- 
ness and accident,” and 2.2 per cent. to “ other causes.” The percentage 
unemployed through sickness and accident in mining, quarrying, etc., 1s 


more than double the average for all groups. 


12 Reram Prices, Hous—E RENT, AND PuRCHASING-POWER OF MONEY. 


SECTION III.—RETAIL PRICES, HOUSE RENT, AND 
PURCHASING-POWER OF MONEY. 


1. General.—In Report No. 7 of the Labour and Industrial Branch 
of this Bureau, issued in June last, particulars were given of the com- 
modities included, and the methods adopted for the computation of index- 
numbers, in the investigations made as to variations in retail prices and 
house rent, and in the purchasing-power of money. Index-numbers were 
given on pages 358 and 359 of that Report, shewing variations, in the six 
capital towns, in the cost of the items included, for the years 1901 to 1916 
inclusive. In order to shew the movements in the various main groups 
of expenditure that make up the whole ‘““ composite unit,” the commodities 
are divided into three groups, viz.:—Groceries, dairy produce and meat, 
and tables were given shewing the index-numbers for each group and for 
house rent separately. In addition index-numbers were given shewing 
variations in the three groups of food and groceries combined, and in all 
groups combined (food, groceries and house rent). On pages 371 to 376 
of the same Report index-numbers were given for each of thirty of the 
principal towns in the Commonwealth, for food and groceries (46 com- 
modities) and house rent separately, and for food, groceries and house rent 
combined. The index-numbers for food and groceries, house rent, and 
for food, groceries and house rent combined were given for quarterly 
and yearly periods of the years 1912 to 1916 inclusive. In each of 
these tables the base to which the index-numbers were computed was 
the weighted average expenditure upon the items included in the group 
or combination of groups, in the six capital towns forthe year 1911. On 
pages 31 and 32 of Report No. 6 the reasons for this change in the selec- 
tion of the base period were stated, and it was shewn that there can be no 
valid objection to the change, and that the adoption of the same base, 
both for the tables relating to capita] towns and to the thirty towns, will 
avoid the danger of popular errors arising from a misconception of the 
limitations of comparisons of tables computed to different bases. It will 
therefore be necessary to remember that, if it be desired to compare the 
index-numbers given hereinafter for the thirty towns with those for any 
period prior to 1916, comparison should be made with those given in 
Reports No. 6 and No. 7, and not with those given in the quarterly 
Labour Bulletins issued prior to May, 1916. The change of the base 
of course involves this. 


During the first quarter of 1917 the purchasing-power-of-money 
index-number for the thirty towns for which particulars are collected 
shews practically no change since the preceding quarter (October to 
December, 1916), the index-number for the corresponding quarter 
(January to March) of 1916 being 1325. The following table furnishes 
quarterly comparisons for the whole thirty towns since the beginnin 
of the year 1912. 8 
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Purchasing-Power of Money.—Quarterly Index-Numbers.—Average for Thirty 
Towns, 1912 to 1917. 





























Par- First Second Third Fourth Whole 
ticulars. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Year. 
1912 at 1,023 1,068 1,120 1,110 1,080 
1913 ais 1,078 1,093 1,078 1,071 1,080 
1914 Sis 1,090 1,127 1,124 ibis Vas 
1915 aie WS 1,226 Sos 1,310 1200 
1916 aus 1,325 1,310 | 1,294 1,276 1,301 
1917 ue 1,279 





Notr.—Basis of table: the weighted average aggregate expenditure for the six capital towns in 
1911 equals 1000. See remarks on page 12 with reference to change of base period. 


The index-number for the quarter under review is practically the 
same as that for the preceding quarter. Particulars of the purchasing- 
power-of-money index-numbers in each State for the years 1912, 1913, 
1914, 1915 and 1916, as well as for the first and fourth quarters of 1916, 
and the first quarter of 1917, are shewn in the following table. The 
weighted average aggregate expenditure for the six capital towns in 1911 
is taken as base (= 1000), and the index-numbers are therefore compar- 
able in all respects, that is to say, they shew not only the variations 
from year to year in each State, but they also furnish comparisons as to 
the relative cost in the different States, either in any given year or be- 
tween one year and another, and one State and another :— 


Purchasing-Power of Money.—index-Numbers for each State and Commonwealth, t 
January to March, 1917. 











Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.; S.A. | W.A. Tas. |C’ wlth. 

Average for 1912 25 Wo33 981 | 1,126 | 1,191 | 1,012 |~ 1,080 

a 1913 Sele esonl 023 959 | 1,096 | 1,158 | 1,007 | 1,080 

=| LOMA 460790101 073 988 | 1,122) 1,175 | 1,041 | 1,113 

33 1915 1,295 1,249 1,155 1,243 1,261 1,199 1,255 

on 1916 1,370 1,279 1,182 SPAT (ts: 1,297 all 1,301 
Quarter— 

Jan. to March, 1916; 1,389 1,306 e2b2 1,283 1,280 1,281 15325 

Oct. to Dec., 1916} 1,354 1,249 iia in 1,249 1,282 W217 1,276 

Jan‘ to March, 1917| 1,361 1,249 Ale iz/ 1,253 1,269 1,236 1,279 


























+ Weighted average in each State for the five towns specified in paragraph 3 hereinafter. 


Notz.—Basis of table: weighted average expenditure in six capital towns for 1911 equals 1000, 
See remarks on page 12 with reference to change of base period. 


2. Variations in Retail Prices and House Rent Index-Numbers, 
1912 +01917 (First Quarter).—The table in the preceding paragraph shews 
the aggregate effect on the purchasing-power-of-money index-numbers 
for each State, of variations in prices of commodities and house rent. 
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In order to shew the movements in the various main groups of expenditure 
that make up the whole ‘‘composite unit,” the commodities are divided 
into three groups, viz., groceries, dairy produce and meat, and the follow- 
ing table shews the index-number for each group and house rent 
separately for the first quarter of 1917, compared with the quarter 
immediately preceding, the corresponding quarter of 1916, and with the 
average for the whole of the years 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916. 


Purchasing-Power of Money.—Index-Numbers for each State, January to 
March, 1917. Weighted Average Expenditure in each Group for Six Capital 
Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000).* 





| : 
Particulars. | N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land. C’wlth 


I.—GROCERIES. 


S.A. waa. | Tas. 


} 

















Average for 1912 ..{ 1,160 | 1,064} 1,231 | 1,141 | 1,274 | 1,154] 1,140 


a 1913 Got, Ustltte} 960) | 1,137 | 1,045) 1,171 1,046 | 1,058 

+ 1914 Bol IGG 997 | 1,116 | 1,064 | 1,209 | 1,058 } 1,074 

36 1915 ..| 1,289 | 1,222 | 1,379 | 1,315 | 1,439 1,257 | 1,287 

$5 1916 -.| 1,834] 1,211} 1,365 | 1,283 | 1,419 | 1,253] 1,293 
Quarter— 

Jan. to March, 1916 1,418 1,303 1,447 1,356 1,530 Soi 1,380 

Oct. to Dec., 1916 1,312 | 1,185 | 1,300 | 1,240 | 1,362 | 1,214 | 1,260 





Jan. to March, 1917 1,298 | 1,172 | 1,288 | 1,189 | 1,817 | 1,261 | 1,283 





IIl.—Datry Propvuoet. 








Average for 1912 son eek LOS 1,065 | 1,055 1,191 | 1,375 1,081 1,114 

Ps 1913 eT eleOs 1,007 996 151538) 193211 1,076 1,080 

a 1914 Bo tie WEAN) 1,063 997 1.188 | 1 sili 1,136 1,110 

es 1915 cel? e228: 1,341 1,286 1,357 | 1,534 | 1,405 1,316 

# 1916 a 1,299 1,321 1,303 7755 1,495 3is 1,319 
Quarter— | | 

Jan, to March, 1916 | 1,278 | 1,295 | 1,346 | 1,296 | 1,490 | 1,263] 1,307 





Oct. to Dec., 1916 | 1,251 | 1,217 | 1,263] 1,178 | 1,439 | 1,240 | 1,246 
Jan. to March, 1917_| 1,805 | 1,245 | 1,269 | 1,972 | 1,454! 1,959 | 1,996 























ITI.—Merat. 

Average for 1912 ..| 1,121 | 1,144 | 1,009 | 1,132 | 1,710 | 1,336 | 1,169 
" 1913. | 1,222] 1,165 | ‘996 | 1,204 | 1,666 | 13403 | 17917 
cS 1914 .. | 1,291 | 1,284 | 1,189 | 1,493 | 1,754 | 1497 | 17340 
Ke 1915 ..| 1,783 | 1,822 | 1,543 | 1,998 | 1,792 | 1’831 | 1791 
iE 1916 .. | 2,113 | 2,044 | 1,758 | 2/953 | 2/052 | 9’256 | 9’o77 

Quarter— ; 
Jan. to March, 1916 | 2,141 | 2,089 | 2,098 | 2,177 | 1,754 | 2,372 | 2097 
Oct. to Dec., 1916 | 2,086 | 1,991 | 1,590 | 2/299 | 2/122 | 2°169 | 9’o9g 
Jan. to March, 1917 | 2,103 | 1,942 | 1,598 | 2,999 | 2.072 | 2177 | 9'013 








* See footnote to table on next page. 
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Purchasing-Power of Monoy.—Index-Numbers for each State, January to 
March, 1917. Weighted Average Expenditure in each Group for Six Capital 
Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000)*—continued. 





Particulars. N.S.W.| Vice. itead 





S.A. | wa Tas. | C’wlth. 





IV.—Hovse ReEnt.+ 





Average for 1912 ..| 1,112] 957 PTT | MOST 866 | 769 994 
rp OVS Mame eel, Uj Om el ONT 814 | 1,063 892 | 804} 1,042 


op 1914 ..| 1,201 |) 1,048 826 992 | 879} 820) 1,054 
ss 1915 pel] Use)  ioiie 808 | 891 834 839 | 1,006 
1916 so ff MgO) jy asoyil7s 796 | 899 851 | 843 | 1,008 


Quarter— | | 
Jan. to March, 1916 elo lie 1eOnG 793 892 852 | 838 | 1,004 
Oct. to Dee., 1916 1,145 1,022 804 905 | 849 849 1,014 
Jan. to March, 1917 1,144 | 1,087 810 | 921 | 851] 848] 1,021 


* See remarks on p. 12 with reference to change of base period. t See remarks on page 16, 
paragraph iv. 


























(i.) Groceries. During the quarter under review the average cost of 
the commodities included in this group was lower than in the immediately 
preceding quarter in all the States except Tasmania. The decrease was 
greatest in South Australia and least in Queensland. The weighted aver- 
age index-number tor the 30 towns as a whole was 2.1 per cent. lower in 
the first quarter of the current year than in the last quarter of 1916. 
Compared with the corresponding quarter (January to March) of 1916, the 
average cost of the commodities in this group was lower in all the States. 
The decrease was greatest in Western Australia, and least in Tasmania. 
The weighted average index-number for the Commonwealth shews a 
decrease of 10.7 per cent. compared with the corresponding quarter of 
last year. 


(ii.) Dairy Produce.—The average cost of the commodities included 
in this group was higher than during the fourth quarter of 1916 in all the 
States. The increase was greatest in South Australia, and least in 
Queensland, and the weighted average index-number for the 30 towns 
shews an increase of 3.2 per cent. Compared with the corresponding 
quarter (January to March) of 1916, the index-numbers shew that there 
was a decrease in all the States except New South Wales. The weighted 
average cost of the commodities in this group in the 30 towns considered 
as a whole was 1.6 per cent. lower in the first quarter of 1917 than in the 
corresponding period of 1916. 


(iii.) Meat.—The average cost of the cuts and joints included in this 
group was greater in the first quarter of this year than in the last quarter 
of the preceding year in New South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania, 
and lower in the remaining States. The weighted average index-number 
for the Commonwealth indicates that there has been a decrease of 0.7 per 
cent. during this period. Compared with the corresponding quarter 
(January to March) of 1916, there was an increase of 2.1 per cent. in South 
Australia, and 18.1 per cent. in Western Australia. The remaining States 
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shews decreases : 21.2 per cent. in Queensland, 8.2 per cent. in Tasmania, 
7.0 per cent. in Victoria, and 1.8 per cent. in New South Wales. AS @ 
result of these variations the index-number for the Commonwealth shews 
a decrease of 4.0 per cent. 


(iv.) House Rent.—During the quarter under review the index- 
numbers for house rent shew a slight decrease in New South Wales and 
Tasmania, and an increase in the remaining States, when compared with 
the immediately preceding quarter. Compared with the corresponding 
quarter of last year there has been a slight decrease in Western Australia, 
and an increase in the remaining States. The increase was greatest in 
South Australia (3.3 per cent.), followed in the order named by Victoria 
and Queensland (2.1 per cent.), Tasmania (1.2 per cent.), and New South 
Wales (1.1 per cent.). The weighted average index-number for the 
Commonwealth is 0.7 per cent. higher than in the last quarter, and 1.7 per 
cent. higher than in the first quarter of 1916. 

When making comparisons as to variations in house rent, reference 
should be made to paragraphs in previous issues of this Bulletin with 
regard to the computation of house rents in Broken Hill and Port Pirie 
during the years 1914, 1915 and 1916. 


3. Variations in Purchasing-power of Money in each of Thirty 
Towns, 1912 to 1917 (First Quarter). In the following table index- 
numbers are given for the first quarter of 1917, the preceding quarter 
(October to December, 1916), and the corresponding quarter (January to 
March), of 1916. The average index-numbers for the whole of the years 
1912, 1914, 1915 and 1916 are included for comparative purposes. 
The basis of the table is the weighted average expenditure in the six 
capital towns for 1911. It should be observed that these index-numbers 
are not comparable with those in similar tables referring to the 30 towns 
given in Labour Bulletins Nos. 1 to 12. If it be desired to ascertain the 
corresponding index-numbers for any other period than those specified 
in the table, reference should be made to the tables giving purchasing 
power-of-money index-numbers on pages 375 and 376 of Labour Report 
No. 7, published in June last. 


The index-numbers for the first quarter of 1917 shew that there 
has been no great variation in the cost of food, groceries and house rent 
combined when compared with the fourth quarter of 1916. 
towns the cost is slightly higher and in others slightly lower. The agere- 
gate effect of these variations is that taking the 30 towns as a whole 
there has been an increase of only 0.2 per cent. The decrease in the cost of 
groceries and meat has practically counterbalanced the increase 
produce and house rent. When compared with the correspondin 
quarter (January to March) of 1916, it will be seen that the raised 
average index-number for the five towns, is lower in all the States. — The 
index-number for the Commonwealth shews that there has been a decreas 
of 3.5 per cent. in the combined cost of food, groceries and house The 
compared with the corresponding period a year ago. This econ: i 
generally due to a substantial decrease in the cost of groceries and a aaa 
decrease in the case of meat and dairy produce. House rent on the fide 
hand, shews a slight increase. , miner 


In some 


in dairy 
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Purchasing-Power-of-Money Index-Numbers (Food, Groceries, and House Rent), 
for each of Thirty Towns, 1912 to 1917 (1st Quarter), with Weighted Average for 
Six Capital Towns in 1911 as Base (= 1000).+ 


Se I Ee eee 
1912. 1914. 1915. 1916. 197. 





Particulars. 
Whole | Whole | Whole | Whole | Ist Qtr.,| 4th Qtr. | Ist Qtr. 
Year | Year. Year. | Year. | (Jan. to| (Oct. to | (Jan. to 
March). | Dec.). | March). 


N.S. Watrs— 
Sydney Sresd48 i d206)) 1) 1,323.1, 1.394 | 1419 | 1,374 | 1380 
Newcastle is 955 994 1,147 1,208 e223 1,197 1A 
Broken Hill§ .., 1,080 1,068 | 1,087 1,282 ey IL BA7/ 1,322 


————— 





Goulburn Be E042 1,130 1,274 1,350 1,336 1,341 1,352 
Bathurst ie 919 987 1,104 ISTUP ASS II beta Lis 1,178 
*Weighted Aver.| 1,125 | 1,179 1,295 W3TONMe389 1,354 1,361 
VicToRIA— | 
Melbourne ale LeO0d5 1,105 I pArlyl 1,309 Sie ls280 1,280 
Ballarat oo 914 904 1,111 1,126 1,148 1,092 1,083 
Bendigo 50 926 922 1,110 1,118 TeV! 1,092 ORT 
Geelong a 996 1,012 1,182 Ue7838) 1,254 1,195 1,213 
Warrnambool.. 935 959 1,157 1,185 1,203 sys} 1,159 
*Weighted Aver.| 1,033 1,073 1,249 1,279 1,306 1,249 1,249 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane Hie 979 997 1,162 1,188 12 59e) ae l46 1,146 
Toowoomba .. 977 950 rss The 1h3333 1,216 1,083 1,065 
Rockhampton 962 988 1,154 1,216 1,289 1,160 1,138 
Charters Towers| 1,008 988 1,151 VUS2 | L227 | Vii 1,163 
Warwick ale OOF 912 LEO Gime 1alO2, 1,156 | 1,077 1,068 
*Weighted Aver. 981 988 TDS 1,182 1,252 33) 1,137 


8. AusTRALIA— 
Adelaide leeway | Ib4as 1,259 1,285 | 1,295 125i 1,261 
Kadina, Moonta 

Wallaroo 917 960 1,139 1,204 | 1,205 1,188 1,200 
Port Pirie ..| 1,004] 1,055 | 1,172 | 1,261 | 1,253 | 1,251 | 1,269 
Mt. Gambier .. 874 923 1,109 1,165 RAL ZpNE 1,134 1,128 
Petersburg salt leyopitet 1,126 1,234 1251 15258 1,231 Teel 


*Weighted Aver.| 1,126 | 1,122 1,243 1,275 | 1,283 1,249 1,253 


W. AuSTRALIA— 


Perth --| 1,154 | 1,143 1,222 1,266 | 1,243 1,252 1,242 
Kalgoorlie and 
Boulder Morlmeleoods ale Oi 1,398 1,418 | 1,418 1,402 1,377 


Mid. Junction & | 

Guildford ..| 1,123 1,104 1,204 1,226 1,206 EAA) 1,191 
Bunbury ele tOAas delay 1,194 1,214 1,182 1,206 1,194 
Geraldton ..| 1,255] 1,315 | 1,386 | 1,372 1,390 | 1,335 | 1,342 


*Weighted Aver.| 1,191 | 1,175 | 1,261 1,297 | 1,280 1,282 1,269 


TASMANIA— 
Hobart sei 12042 || 15090 1,233 T27 Sia les 17) 1,242 1,268 
Launceston .. 999 | 1,014 1,190 15253: | 1,276 1,224 1,245 
Zeehan he 952 898 1,048 1,095 1,116 1,062 1,066 
Beaconsfield .. 827 813 991 1,035 | 1,045 1,005 1,004 
Queenstown .. 988 | 1,021 1,208 1,260 | 1,276 1,224 1,198 
*Weighted Aver.| 1,012 | 1,041 1,199 L251) 05281 W207 1,236 


t+Weighted Aver. 2 
for O’wealth | 1,080 | 1,113 1,255 1,301 | 1,325 1,276 1,2'79 


























* Average for the five towns. + Average for thirty towns. + See remarks on page 12 with 
reference to change of base period. § See remarks on page 16, paragraph (iv. )re house rent. 
Norge.—Index-numbers for the year 1913 are givenin Labour Bulletin No. 15, p. 232. 
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4. Relative cost of Food, Groceries, and House Rent in Different 
Towns, January to March, 191'7.—The index-numbers in the table given 
in the preceding sub-section shew not only the variation from period to 
period in the several towns, but also shew the relative cost of the items of 
food, groceries, and house rent included, as between one town and. another 
or one State and another at any of the periods specified. Thus it may 
be seen that in the first quarter of 1917 (last column) the weighted aver- 
age relative cost of the “‘ composite unit’? for the different States was 
greatest in New South Wales, and least in Queensland. Comparing 
individual towns, it will be seen that the cost was greatest in Sydney, 
and least in Beaconsfield. Sydney was 8.0 per cent. above, and Beacons- 
field 21.5 per cent. below, the weighted average cost for all towns. In 
Labour Report No. 7, on page 378, a table is given shewing for the year 
1916 the relative cost in each of the thirty towns of food and groceries, 
of housing accommodation for houses of different sizes, and of the com- 
bined expenditure upon food, groceries and housing accommodation. 


5. Capital Towns only. Purchasing-Power-oi-Money Index-Num- 
bers, 1911 to 1917.—The tables given in the preceding sub-sections of this 
section refer to the thirty towns of the Commonwealth for which par- 
ticulars have been collected since the beginning of 1912. In previous 
reports information has, however, been furnished for the six capital towns 
back to 1901. In order to maintain the continuity of the results given 
in these reports, the following particulars are given for the capital towns 
only. As in the former tables in this section, the weighted average cost 
in 1911 for the six capital towns considered as a whole is taken as base 
(=1000). It should be observed that the index-numbers in the last 
part of the table are identifiable and comparable with those given on 


page 17, and are in fact the same for the towns and periods specified in 
both tables. 


Retail Prices, House Rent and Purchasing-Power-of-Money Index-Numbers in each 
Capital Town, 1911 to 1917, with Weighted Average Expenditure for the whole 
of the Six Capital Towns in the Year 1911 as Base (—1000)*. 





| | 1916. 1917. 
Particulars.| 1911. | 1912. 1914. | 1915. 





Whole | Ist Qtr. | 4th Qtr. | Ist Qtr., 
Year. | (Jan. to | (Oct. to | (Jan. to 
| March). | Dee.). | March). 





Foop AND GROCERIES. 











Sydney 989 | 1134] A156) |1396* 1,520.4) 1.566. | a4ss eae 
Melbourne 935 | 1,082 | 1,091 1,411 | 1,462 |} 1,510 | 1.407 1.395 
Brisbane | 1,018 | 1,102 | 1,078 | 1,373 {1,426 | 1,551 | 1341 | 1349 
Adelaide | 1,020 | 1,154 | 1,215 | 1,487 | 1,532 | 1,550 | 1,482 | 1.476 
Perth 1,346 | 1,345 | 1,302 | 1,483 |1,542 | 1,504 | 13520 | 1’500 
Hobart 1,058 | 1,190 | 1,212 | 1,445 1522 | 1,593 | 1,452 | 1.493 
Weighted | | (oes z 
Average | 1,000) 1,129 | 1,144 | 1,416 |1,495 | 1,540 | 1,446 | 1448 











* See Footnote to table on next page. 
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Retail Prices, House Rent and Purchasing-Power-of-Money Index-Numbers in each 
Capital Town, 1911 to 1917,t with Weighted Average Expenditure for the whole 
of the Six Capital Towns in the Year 1911 as Base (= 1000)*—cont. 





1916. 1917. 





Particulars, 1911. | 1912. | 1914. | 1915. l l 
Whole | Ist Qtr. | 4th Qtr. | lst Qtr. 
Year. | (Jan. to | (Oct. to | (Jan. to 

| March). Dec.). | March). 











RENT. 

Sydney 1,090 1,183 1,279 1,220 1212s e208 1,214 ILpnls3 
Melbourne 970 | 1,016 | 1,126 1,085 | 1,089 | 1,088 1,097 13315) 
Brisbane 767 804 882 859 847 841 853 855 
Adelaide 1,112 | 1,160 | 1,040 932 931 928 914 953 
Perth 810 | 880 914 848 869 | 870 868 872 
Hobart 805 829 914 928 928 | 920 940 945 
Weighted 

Average | 1,0007 1,063 1,135 1,081 1,081 | 1,077 1,083 1,092 


























GROCERIES, Foop, AND RENT. 





| | | | | 
Sydney 1,031 | 1,148 | 1,206 | 1,323 | 1,394] 1,419 | 1,374 | 1,381 
Melbourne 950 | 1,055 | 1,105 | 4277 1,309) 1,387 | 1,280 | 1,280 
Brisbane 915 979 997 | 1,162 L188 | 1,259 | 1,140 | 1,146 
Adelaide 1,058 | 1,157 | 1,143 | 1,259 1,285 | 1,205 | 1,257 | 1,261 
Perth 1,126 | 1,154 | 1,143 | 1,222 | 1,266] 1,243 | 1,252 | 1,242 
Hobart 954 | 1,042 | 1,090 | 1.233 | 1,278 | 1,317 | 1,242 | 1,968 
Weighted | 
Average | 1,000+/ 1,101 | 1,140 | 1,278 [ise 1,350 | 1,300 | 1,302 




















* For corresponding figures for previous years see Report No. 7 (pp. 358 and 359) of Labour 
and Industrial Branch. +t Basis of Table. See Report No. 6, p. 25. + Index-numbers for 
the year 1913 are given on pp. 233 and 234 of Labour Brlletin No. 15. 


NOTE.—In each section of the above table the figures are comparable in all respects. That ts 
to say, they shew not only the increase or decrease in the cost of the items included in each 
town separately, but also the relative cost as between the several towns. 


The weighted average result for the six capital towns taken together 
shews that there was little variation in price indexes compared with the 
immediately preceding quarter. Compared with the corresponding 
quarter (January to March) of 1916, the weighted average index-number 
for food and groceries shews a decrease of 6.0 per cent., while the index- 
number for house rent shews an increase of 1.4 percent. The index- 
number for food, groceries and house-rent combined shews a deerease of 
3.6 per cent. The increase in the cost of food, groceries, and house rent 
combined, since 1911, has been greatest in Melbourne (34.7 per cent.), 
followed in the order named by Sydney (33.9 per cent.), Hobart (32.9 
per cent.), Brisbane (25.2 per cent.), Adelaide (19.2 per cent.), and Perth 
(10.2 per cent.). 
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6. Purchasing-Power of Money.—In the following table the average 
cost for the six capital towns in the year 1911 has again been taken as base. 
This base has been taken as equal to 20s. instead of 1000 as in the former 
tables. The figures shew the variations in purchasing-power of money 
from year to year in each town separately (in the vertical lines), and the 
relative cost in the several towns in each year (in the horizontal lines). 
It may be seen, for instance, that 20s. 7d. in Sydney in 1911 was 
equivalent to 18s. 4d. in Brisbane, or 19s. 1d. in Hobart; or that 25s. 7d. 
in Melbourne for the first quarter of 1917 was equivalent to 15s. 5d. in 
Brisbane in 1901, or 22s. 6d. in Perth in 1913. 


Purchasing-Power of Money.—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year 
from 1901 to 1917 to purchase in each Capital Town what would have 
cost on the Average £1 in 1911 in the Australian Capitals regarded as 




















a whole.* 
i | | | | Weighted 
Year, Sydney. | Melb’rne| Brisbane|Adelaide| Perth. | Hobart. Average of 6 
| i eens 4 Capital Towns 
| 
| 
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* These results are based upon the regimen referred to on pp. 20-2 L 
. 20-2 Labo 
+ Basis of Table. my Heport NG es 
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(i.), Groceries and Food only.—The following table has been com. 
puted in the same manner as that indicated above, but relates to 
groceries and food (46 items) only. The average expenditure for the 
six capital towns in 1911 has again been taken as the basis of the 
table ( —20s.), and the figures are, of course, comparable throughout. 


Purchasing-Power of Money.—Groceries and Food only.—Amount necessary on the 
Average in each Year from 1901 to 1917 to purchase in each Capital Town 
what would have cost on the Average £1 in 1911 in the Australian Capitals 
regarded as a whole.* 


























= | hs | k | | Weighted 
Year Sydney. | Melb’ne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. | Perth. Hobart. |Average of 6 
! CapitalTowns 
| 
8 Beda ess ide | BS: potas. desl ase, tat | oss, vd: 8) eds 
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ome! A | 520) 0/420) 8)\ 21 10'|+24 11 |, 22 6 |" 81 & 
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tois| *| 30 9| 31 8| 29 0] 32 0] 3011| 3010| 31 1 
Gime) 39. 7 | 29 16| 30° 8 30 6 | 29 2) 30 8 |. 30 3 
Peale pu esi ad | 2815.01 30. 1 ie 3l 10.ls. 30.10 
2nd ageaeoo Selo sor Wie sl 6 | 3 3 | 311 | 30, 2 
1010] 2 Pian a itog tg 8728 T1305 131 7 | 29° 9) 29° -7 
ee ail29e 8 W828 yPo) 426/10). 20.8) 80S.) 29° 1) e8it1 
HOU: ist», 30 O Dar) lat 27 O° 29 6 30 0 29 10 28 11 
| 

















* These results are based upon the regimen referred to on pp. 20-2 Labour Report No. 6. 
+ Basis of Table. 


(ii) House Rent only.—The following table gives similar particulars 
for house rent only, the average for the six capital towns in 1911 being 
again taken as the basis of the table (= 20s.):— 
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Purchasing-Power of Money.—House Rent.—Amount payable on the Average 
in each Year from 1901 to 1917 for House Rent in each Capital Town, com- 
pared with a Rent of £1 in 1911 in the Australian Capitals regarded as a 

















whole. 
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* Basis of Table. 


7. Monthly Fluctuations in Retail Prices of Food and Groceries, July, 
1914, to July, 1917.—The following table has been prepared in order 
to shew the variations in retail prices of food and groceries since July, 
1914, the last month prior to the outbreak of war. Particulars for each 
town are given in the form of index-numbers for food and groceries in 
each of the months specified. In the last column the percentage increase 
or decrease is shewn for each town in July, 1917, compared with 
July, 1914. It is necessary to observe that the index-numbers given in 
the following table are computed to the same base as those given in the 
preceding tables in this section, referring to food and groceries only 
viz., the weighted average expenditure in the six capital towns for 1911 
is made equal to 1000. 
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Retail Prices Index-numbers (Food and Groceries) for each of Thirty Towns for 


the Months specified, with Weighted Average for Six Capital Towns in 1911 
as Base (= 1000).i 



































| | Per 
1914, | 1916. 1917. cent. 
in- 
| | H | | crease 
| | | 0 
Particulars. | | | ro 
| , 
July. | Apr. | May | June.| July.| Apr. | May. | June.| July. | 1914, 
| | | | to 
| | | | | July, 
| | | | | 1917. 
New Sourn Wates— | | | | 
Sydney .. Ae --| 1,153) 1,512) 1,509) 1,512 1,526) 1,513) 1,499) 1,507) 1,510) 31.0 
Newcastle ae --| 1,147) 1,493) 1,507) 1,489, 1,518) 1,527) 1,527) 1,529 1,535] 38.8 
Broken Hill .. --| 1,468, 1,820) 1,817 1,844 1,838 1,806] 1,814) 1,307 1,780] 21.3 
Goulburn a0 «| 1,183) 1,543) 1,550) 1,542 1,549) 1/507) 1,476) 1,458 1,440] 21.7 
Bathurst ae --| 1,097, 1,474| 1,479 1,483 1,482) 1,461) 1,473) 1,480 1,481} 35.0 
*Weighted Average ..| 1,165) 1,523, 1,522) 1,524 1,538) 1,525| 1,514) 1,520 1,522) 30.6 
| | | | gat 
VICTORIA— | | | 
Melbourne x --| 1,106) 1,484) 1,485) 1,479 1,483) 1,410) 1,409] 1,418) 1,426] 28.9 
Ballarat .. se --| 1,103) 1,496) 1,506 1,501 1,482) 1/401) 1,406] 1,403) 1,398] 26.7 
Bendigo .. = --| 1,107) 1,475) 1,482) 1,480 1,431) 1,403) 1,482) 1,440) 1,438] 29.9 
Geelong .. _ --| 1,089) 1,500) 1,514) 1,506 1,497) 1,446) 1,432) 1,434) 1,428] 31.1 
Warrmmambool .. --| 1,087) 1,475) 1,493) 1,484 1,484) 1,431) 1,486) 1,438 1,437) &2.2 
| | 
*Weighted Average ..| 1,105) 1,485) 1,488 1,482 1,481) 1411 1,412) 1,419 1,425) 29.0 
} | 
QUEENSLAND— | | 
Brisbane | 1,057, 1,486) 1,491; 1,391 1,362) 1,364 1,375) 1,380 1,389) 31.4 
Toowoomba... --| 1,041) 1/506] 1,457) 1,397 1,397) 1,323) 1,360) 1,372) 1,383) 32.9 
Rockhampton .. --| 1,156) 1,642) 1,613) 1,485 1,468) 1,400) 1,404) 1,424) 1,420] 22.8 
Charters Towers --| 1,246) 1,650) 1,644) 1,640, 1,557) 1,573) 1,582) 1,555) 1,583] 27.0 
Warwick .- --| 1,083 1,467, 1,462 1,392 1,391 1,348 1,369) 1,406) 1,400) 29.3 
; | | | | 
*Weighted Average | 1,082, 1,517) 1,512) 1,422 1,393) 1.381! 1,394) 1,399 1,408) 30.1 
| | | | | | 
SouTH AUSTRALIA— | | oul | 
Adelaide ae ..| 1,250) 1,549) 1,584) 1,590 1,551| 1,485) 1,480) 1,441) 1,399) 
Kadina,Moonta,Wallaroo| 1,230 1,592, 1,612 1,627 1,614 1,570 1,573) 1,571) 1,524) 23.9 
Port Pirie P ..| 1,291 1,640) 1,643, 1,645 1,596) 1,600) 1,603, 1,613, 1,565) 21.2 
Mt. Gambier .. ..| 1,064) 1,532) 1,504] 1,500 1,512) 1,438] 1,445) 1,441) 1,418) 83.3 
Petersburg ee .. | 1,840} 1,621) 1,622) 1,647 1,619) 1,573) 1,584) 1,602) 1,537) 
| | | 
*Weighted Average ..| 1,247) 1,557! 1,586 1,593 1,556| 1,495 1,491, 1,458 1,416] 13.6 


WUSTERN AUSTRALIA— | | | 
Perth . | 1,340) 1,513) 1,550 1,630 








ze =e : 1,614) 1,535| 1,586) 1,543) 1,510) 12.7 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder | 1,664, 1,792 1,814 1,867 1,878 1,740, 1,799, 1,802 1,794, 7.8 
Mid. Junc. & Guildford | 1,354) 17529 1,534 1,608 1,656 1/552) 1,598) 1,566 1,512) 11.7 
Bunbury a .-| 1,418) 1,630) 1,608 1,723 1,729) 1,677) 1,753) 1,745, 1,727) 21.8 
Geraldton = ..| 1,445) 15663) 1,675| 1,691 1,694) 1,621) 1,630) 1,642) 1,622) 122 

| \ | 

*Weighted Average ..| 1,412, 1,578, 1,608 1,682 1,605) 1,584) 1,636, 1,605 1,577) 11.6 

T ASMANTA— | | | | | | | | | 
Hobart es ..| 1,211) 1,588) 1,551) 1,525 1,512) 1,476, 1,471) 1,497, 1,500) 23.9 
Launceston ae ..| 1,144) 1,564) 1,538) 1,514, 1,501) 1,485) 1,478) 1,497) 1,495| 30.7 
Zeehan .. Be -. | 12292) 13698] 1,683! 1.690 1,679| 1,597) 1,610! 1,625 1,628| 26.0 
Beaconsfield as ..| 1,230) 1,674) 1,647] 1,634 1,628) 1,580) 1,587) 1,615 1,610) 30.9 
Queenstown an .. | 1,815| 1,678} 1,697| 1,729 1,721) 1,598) 1,625) 1,643 1,641 24.8 

| | | 

*Weighted Average ..| 1,201 1,595 1,566 1,547 1,535, 1,496 os 1,517) 1,518] 26.4 











+ Weighted Aver.for Cwth. 1,164 1,520 1,524) 1,519 1,516) 1,473, 1,473, 1,473 1,470) 26.3 


| 


* Average tor tne five towns. f Average for thirty towns. 
t See remarks on page 31 of Labour Report No. 6 with reference to change of base period. 


Notr.—Corresponding index-numbers for the intervening months are given in Labour 
Report No. 6, pp. 33 to 35, and in Labour Bulletins 13, 14, 15 and 16. 


8. Average Predominant Retail Prices and House Rents.— Particulars 
of retail prices of the commodities included in the investigations as to 
variations in the purchasing-power of money are collected monthly. 
The average prices in each of the capital towns for the months specified 
are given in the following tables. Corresponding particulars for the 
intervening months not specified, have appeared in previous issues of the 
Bulletin. Particulars of house rents are collected quarterly, and the 
weighted average rentals in the capital towns for the four quarters of 
the years 1915 and 1916, and the first quarter of 1917, are shewn in the 
table on page 30. 





Average Predominant Retail Prices in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified from July 1914 to July 1917. 
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1914, 1915. | 1916. | 1917. 
ARTICLE. UNIT. | ; | 
July. || April May. June, July, || April. May June. July. || Feb. Mar, April. | May. | June. July 
| { | | 
: = SYDNEY. 

jroceries, etc.— d. d. eet eas d. eee d. d. d. d. d. de a 
Brees . 2lbs. 3.50 | 4.00 4,00 | 4.00 | 4.00 {| 4.00 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 | hon 456 
Flour 2h, | 88.29 || 44.67 | 45.17 | 45.83 | 46.11 || 43.00 42.83 | 42.67 | 42.17 40.40 | 40.40 40.90 | 40.90 
Tea We) Gea 16.38 | 16.78 | 17.44 | 18.22 || 18.89 | 18.89 | 18.67 | 18.67 18.80 | 18.80 | 18.80 | 18.80 
Coffee fs 19.14 || 18.89 | 18.78 | 18.78 | 18.78 |] 19.00 | 19.00 | 19.00 | 19.00 19.50 | 19.50 19.50 19.50 
Sugar ie 2.82 || 2.75 2.75 | 2.78 2.78 || 3.47 3.47 3.45 3.45 3.48 | 3.48 | 3/48 3.48 
Rice . 3.14 || 3.00 2.97 | 2.97 2.97 || 3.28 3.28 S333 3.28 3.28 | 3.28 | 3/40 3°43 
Sago o 2.86 2.78 2.78 2.78 Gy) Wl Bee) 3.44 3.50 3.56 3.70 3.65 | 3/89 390 
atl a | 488 || 4.58 4.64 | 4.67 4.67. || 5.28 5.28 5.28 5.28 5.28 5.28 5.23 5.23 
Oatmeal 5 2.71 || 3.69 3.67: | 3.67 | 3.67 || 2.89 2.83 2.80 2.74 2.77 ONG 277 2.77 
Raisins - | Ge | BG 6.89 6.94 Tae Wh 78 8.17 8.17 8.17 8.45 | 8.45 8.40 8.35 
Currants x 7.29 || 7.83 7.38 7.44 7.78 || 9.28 9.33 9.28 9.39 8.90 8.90 8.70 8.75 
Starch a 5.57 || 5.50 5.56 5.67 5.69 || 5.94 5.97 6.42 6.42 7.18 7.18 7 O48 7 O48 
Blue doz sq 8.86 || 9.17 917 | 9.22 9.22 || 9.56 9.56 9.56 9.56 9.95 9.95 9.95 9.95 
Candles lb. 7.14 || 7.25 RESOMAIETIDS 7.58 || 7.838 8.22 8.33 8.33 8.30 8.30 9.00 9.20 
Soap * 3.82 || 3.17 3.19 3.19 3.14 || 3.42 3.56 3.52 3.58 3.63 3.63 | 394 4.04 
Potatoes 1ibs. | 13.18 || 16.25 | 16.388 | 18.00 | 22.50 Use| Lasse lie6s) |) 18:50 16.88 | 17.00 | 15/63 16.50 
Onions Ib. 1.56 || 1.50 1.56 | 1.56 1.63 1.13 1.13 1.18 1.13 1.94 1.88 areas 150 
Kerosene gal. | 13.58 | 13.53 | 13.69 | 14.03 | 14.94 17.06 | 19.00 | 19.41 | 19.56 21.08 | 21.03 | 95/46 29°46 

Dairy Produce— | | | 2. 22. 
Mik | quart. 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.20 5.60 || 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 5.50 | 5.50 J 6.00 6.00 
Butter HH a dP aly? 15.56 | 15.56 | 16.50 | 18.67 iE}. |} Grey | alrceatire || aligeB} 18.25 | 18.25 .25 19.15 | 19.20 
Cheese ey | aa 10.83 | 12.17 | 12:78 | 18.06 11.94 | 12.00 | 12.11 13.11 11.40 | 11.30 5 12.45 13.45 
Tggs a de doz. | 22.44 || 20.56 | 29.63 | 32.13 | 23.72 || 28.78 | 32.72 | 29.28 | 25.89 22.40 | 23.15 | 28.00 | 34.22 | 25.55 | 22.45 
Bacon, Middle .. Ib. | 12:93 |] 13.22 | 12.88 | 13.89 | 1406 |] 17.11 | 16.94 | 16.67 15.78 16.70 | 16.70 | 16.70 | 16.55 16.00 | 15.35 
» Shoulder a 7.93 8.47 8.19 | 9.00 9.56 || 12.61 | 12.50 | 12.83 11.50 12.45 | 12.25 12:25 | 12.00 | 11.60 | 10.95 
Ham os ‘ 13.29 18.89 | 13.22 | 18.72 | 14.56 || 18.71 | 18.25 | 17.81 17.06 17.94 | 17.94 | 17.94 17.69 17.44 17.06 

Meat— | 
Beef, Sirloin i 6.75 7.56 7.94 | 8.50 eh. |] ila |) aes | aie |) alata 10.89 | 10.89 10.94 10.56 | 10.67 10.88 
» Ribs +s 5.60 6.61 6.94 | 7.39 8.56 10.10 | 10.05 9.61 9.72 9.15 | 9115 9.15 9.00 | 8.95 8.95 
», Flank Fe 4.90 || 6.00 6.19 6.89 8.22 9.39 9.22 9.06 9.17 8.50 8.56 8.44 8.44 | 8.39 8.33 
” Shin * 3.94 || 5.06 5.00 5.89 6.94 8.06 7.94 7.78 7.94 7.40 | 7.45 7.45 rs 8) 7.89 
Steak, Rump “i 9.15 || 10.22 | 10.56 | 11.50 | 12.33 14.67 | 14.67 | 14.06 | 14.38 13.78 14.11 14.11 13.89 13.89 | 14.00 
» Shoulder * 4.90 || 5.94 Gas | gall 8.39 9.50 9.44 9.28 9.33 9.20 | 9.25 9.20 9.05 8.95 9.11 
,, Stewing .. ss 5.33 bis 5.50 | 6.838 7.56 8.72 8.61 8.39 8.33 8.00 | 8.10 8.05 7.85 | 8.00 8.17 
Beef, Corned Roll .. i 5.25 6.50 6.50 7.22 8.14 || 9.83 9,72 9.50 9.33 9.56 9.38 9.44 8.95, 8.90 9.06 
, Brisket, with bone is 3.89 || 4.57 4.79 5.43 Geta 750 7.38 7.19 7.25 6.50 6.60 6.40 6.45 | 6.25 6.31 
oe » without ,, i | 4.60 || 5.83 5.94 6.50 AOL eli Oe i7 9.06 8.78 8.78 8.50 8.45 8.60 8.25 | 8.15 8.25 
Mutton, Teg... ‘ * | 4.95 || 5.50 5.78 | 6.50 7.61 || 7.89 778 7.67 8.11 8.25 8.35 8.20 7.85 | 7.80 7.33 
Shoulder A 4.20 || 4.78 5.00 | 5.50 6.61 6.72 6.72 6.67 7.08 7.20 7.30 7.10 7.00 6.75 6.83 
"Loin i 5.60 || 6.06 6.28 | 7.06 8.03 8.56 8.39 8.33 8.72 8.65 | 8.90 8.65 8.30 8.20 8.56 
— Neck i“ 4.50) |) 6.11 5.28 | 5.94 | 7.00 a1 7.06 6.94 7.44 7.05 7.20 7.30 7.00 6.85 TAL 
Chops, Loin a 6.40 || 7.28 7.39 | 8.06 9.11 9.28 9.28 9.17 9.50 9.60 9.75 9.65 9.35 9.10 9.33 
4) Leg hy | 5.85 6.50 6.56 | fale 8.33 || 8.67 8.61 8.56 8.89 9.10 9.15 9.05 8.90 8.80 8.78 
. Neck i | 4.90 5.67 be. ih Hail Tethsy || FED) 7.50 7.44 7.67 7:70 | 7.75 7.65 7.55 | 7.45 7.67 
Pork Leg * 9.45 || 9.78 9.78 | 10.00 | 10.72 || 12.00 | 12.11 | 12.00 | 12.00 12.89 | 12.89 13.11 IPAGIL | WABBY | ETO 
i Loin a 10.75 || 10.44 | 10.56 | 10.72 | 11.44- || 12.00 | 12.383 | 12.00 | 12.00 13.44 | 18.78 13.04 | 13.78 | 13.56 | 13.14 
i Belly % 8.95 || 9.25 9.31 9.61 | 10.00 ||} 12.00 | 12.00 | 12.00 | 12.00 11.78 | 12.11 12.33 i189 | 12.00 | 12,21 
< Chops .. fe 11.15 TORE WW blair |" Tepes yeasty} 12.00 | 12.38 | 12.00 | 12.00 13.33 | 13.56 13.83 13.78 | 14.00 | 1.357 
t 





Norn.—Prices for the intervening months have been given in previous issues of this Bulletin 


VG 


*XANOJ 10 UTMOG-VNISVHOUNG ANV INSY ASAOP ‘smolug TIVLAY 








ARTICLE. 


1915. 


1916. 








April. | May. = June. 





May. | June, 


erage Predominant Ketail Prices in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified from July 1914 to July LOL = \cqminnued): 

















Groceries, oF 
Bread ow ac 
Flour 
Tea 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Rice 
Sago 
Jam ae oa 6 
Oatmeal an ae 
Raisins .. ae a0 
Currants an Bb 
Starch .. 50 50 
Blue 
Candles 
Soap 36 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Kerosene 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk 
Butter 
Cheese ne 
Eggs aa ae 
Bacon, Middle .. 
0 Shoulder 
Ham =n 0 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin 
R 


” Ss 
Steak, Rump. 
» Shoulder 
»  Stewing .. 
Beef, Corned Roll 


» Brisket, with bone 


S without _,, 
Mutton, Leg are 
a Shoulder 
ay Loin 


a Neck 
Chops, Loin 
4 Leg .. ae 
; Neck .. oe 
Pork, Leg 
ai Loin .. ie 
mn Belly .. pit 
wn Chops .. 


























2.75 
4.15 4,18 4,18 
3.78 375 3.78 
6.45 | 6.65 6.65 
6.75 7.00 7.00 
5.50 5.55 5.55 
6.33 6.33 6.33 
6.65 6.75 6.80 
3.60 | 3.68 3.68 
10.14 | 10.14 12.71 
1.211 1.14 1.14 
12.90 | 13.18 | 18.23 
6.00 6.17 6.33 
19.00 | 24.45 | 24.80 
11.70 | 13.10 | 13.20 
27.50 | 26.20 | 27.00 
14,55 | 15.25 | 15.25 


5.80 | 6.70 | 7.35 





4.35 | 5,10 6.50 
9.70 | 10.60 | 11.30 
6.05 7.15 8.05 
5.80 | 6.10 7.55 
6.35 | 7.20 8.25 
3.85 4.89 5.55 
5.20 6.05 7.20 
5.73 | 6.95 8.10 
4.55 | 5.70 6.95 
5.65 6.60 7.70 
4.40 5.80 6.75 
6.85 7.50 8.95 
6.50 7.25 8.65 
4.65 5.65 7.05 
8.35 | 8.75 9.40 
9.30 9.80 | 10.20 
9.10 9.60 | 10.15 
9.70 | 10.05 | 10.80 
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| 41.75 

W740 «| 17.40: 

| 19.00. 

3.48 | 3.50 

95 2.95 

3 | 3.40 

4.68 4.70 

61 2.54 

eral tne Feat) 

8.50 8.50 

5.80 6.20 

8 7.64 

5 8.25 

3 | 4.09 

12.00 

2 0.82 
18.90 19.2 


o 
- 
x 
= 
ar 
<a 


= 
a 
Co 
i 
Pas 
e 
w 


1s17 | | 12:88 
| 

10.80 | 10.20 

9.10 | 9.10 

8.20 

7.65 7.60 

13.50 | 13.20 

9.35 | 9.20 

8.40 | 8.25 

9.70 | 9.50 

6.50 | 6.45 

| 8.30 

| 8.35 

6.85 

7.75 

6.55 

9.20 | 9.10 

9.20 | 9.00 

20 7.10 

12140 11/30 

13.30 | 13.10 

13.00 | 12.80 

14.40 | 18.90 


See footnote on previous page. 
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1917. 
| April. May. | June. 
d. d. d. 
3.50 3.50 3.50 
39.00 39.00 39.00 
17.50 17.50 17.50 
19.00 19.00 19.00 
3.50 3.50 3.50 
2.95 2.95 3.23 
3.30 8.35 3.50 
4.98 5.27 5.73 
2.43 2.43 2.43 
8.20 8.10 8.10 
8.40 8.40 8.20 
6.70 6.70 6.70 
8.39 8.39 8.24 
8.80 9.35 9.45 
4.38 4.66 4.79 
10.43 9.64 9.29 
111 1.04 1.04 
0.72 21.19 22.75 
5.67 5.67 5.67 
18.00 18.00 18.75 
13.80 13.30 13.00 
23.90 27.00 23.30 
16.80 16.80 16.70 
12.17 12.14 vlalae/al 
17.63 17.50 17.38 
9.95 9.75 9.85 : 
8.45 8.40 8.45 i 
7.50 eoo 7.45 d 
6.50 6.45 6.55 6.65 
13.60 13.60 13.60 13.70 
8.90 8.60 8.75 8.80 
7.70 0.00 et O 7.80 
9.05 8.90 9.00 9.10 
5.70 5.55 5.70 5.65 
7.85 7.80 7.85 7.90 
7.90 7.85 7.95 7.95 
6.45 6.50 6.55 6.45 
7.45 7.40 7.45 7.30 
5.90 5.85 5.90 5.85 
8.95 8.95 8.90 8.90 
8.85 8.85 9.00 9.00 
6.80 6.65 6.70 6.80 
11.05 11.05 11.15 i 
12.00 12.00 12,15 
11.80 11.90 12.15 
12.70 12.60 12.60 
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Average Predominant Retail:Prices in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified from July 1914 to July 1917—(continued). 














1914, 1915. 1916. 1917. 
ARTICLE. ; 
July. May. June. July April. May. June. Feb. Mar. April. May. June. 
BRISBANE. 
5 denies = 4 —— Pad Se eri : = o— ne 
i o— | d. d. d. d. d. d. d. ; d. d. d. d. 
bad : i so || 3.50 ; 4.56 4.50 4.75 4.00 4.00 4.00 : 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.75 ‘ 
Flour | 8 32.94 ; 60.00 | 60.14 | 59.32 || 48.00 | 46.20 | 45.60 05 44.20 | 44.20 | 44.90 44.90 3 
Tea | Ib 17.00 : 18.00 | 18.09 | 18.73 || 19.50 | 19.50 | 19.50 9.5 19.90 | 19.90 | 19.90 19.90 f 
Coffee | 20.33 i 26.09 | 20.09 | 20.09 || 20.60 | 20.60 | 20.60 6 20.60 | 20.60 | 20.60 20.60 i 
Sugar 2.50 2.75 2.77 2.80 2.80 3.50 3.50 3.50 Bt 3.50 | 93.50 3.50 | 3.50 3. 
Rice 2.61 2.60 2.59 2.59 2.59 2.75 2.90 2.90 ; 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 ; 
Sago 2.22 2.55 2.55 2.59 2.82 3.00 | 3.25 3.30 i 3.40 | 3.45 3.35 3°55 ; 
Jam 4.05 4.15 4.23 4.25 4.25 5.08 | 5.18 5.28 5.2 5.28 5.80 5 30 598 ‘: 
Oatmeal — 2.50 3.70 Belt 3.75 3.82 2.55 2.55 2.54 A 2.83 2.81 2.81 2.75 : 
Raisins 6.61 6.65 6.82 6.86 6.86 7.80 | 7.95 7.95 : 8.00 8.30 | 830 8.35 : 
Currants 7.11 6.70 6.95 7.18 7.27 8.75 | 8.80 8.75 3.80 8.75 8.80 8.80 8.85 é 
Starch 5.61 5.75 5.77 5.77 5.77 || 5.90 | 5.95 6,50 .85 7.10 7.10 7.10 ie 7.10 ; 
WhO. or 8.61 i 8.91 8.95 8.95 9.10 | 9.10 9.10 9.05 9.15 9.20 9.30 i 9.30 9.30 
Candles .. 6.94 6.86 | 6.77 6.77 7.55 | 8.30 | 8.40 | 8.50 8.50 | 8.40 | 8.40 8. 8.85 8.95 
Soap. 2.33 3.00 3.16 3.18 3.60 3.60 3.65 3.65 3.07 3.63 3.63 3. 5.03 5.14 
Potatoes 14.78 16.68 | 17.45 | 22.64 || 18.70 | 18.90 | 18.90 | 19.35 |) 12.75 | 13.65 | 14.00 | 14.70 | 12.90 | 18.50 
Onions .- 1.50 pia) |) alo) |) A 1.10 | 1.05 | 1.05 105) jut |) 1.50 1.45 BIS |] RSS | 
Kerosene 14.00 13.86 | 13.95 | 14.05 || 16.40 | 18.88 | 19.72 | 20.12 || 20.55 | 20.05 | 20.20 | 20.40 | 22.65 2.95 
i — | 
ree a, 4.67 5.38 | 5.70 | 5.88 5.92 | 5.92 | 5.83 5.75 | 5.75 | 5.75 | 5.75 | 5.92 95 
Butter : 13.22 24.00 22.64 23.97 15.90 | 17.00 16.90 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 19.10 
cies 10.75 1365 | 1418 | 1407 || 11.75 | 11.85 | 11.95 ROS a LAO et LiMON Nees On uie dio 
“3 17.56 28.45 | 30.09 | 22.36 || 30.50 | 34.70 | 22.00 21.50 | 21.30 | 23.90 | 26.70 | 20.40 
a Middle .. 10.89 12.64 12.00 | 12.18 18.50 | 17.50 15.60 15.00 15.00 15.10 15.20 15.20 
Shoulder 7.33 9.09 873 | 8.73 || 18.25 | 12.80 | 11.80 10.60 | 10.60 | 10.55 | 10.60 | 10.65 
Him 14/383 15:36 | 1518 | 1518 || 1825 | 18.20 | 17.50 18.15 | 17.90 | 17.90 | 18.10 | 18.10 
Meat— . 2 
Beef Sirloin 5.14 ; 6.80 6.85 7.20 8.95 | 8.60 7.98 7.75 7.80 7.80 7.80 7.80 7.80 : 
bs 3.83 : 5.10 5.25 5.85 6.85 | 6.538 6.20 6.00 5.90 5.90 5.85 5.90 5.85 5.80 
Plank 3.88 i 5.44 5.50 6.11 7.94 7.83 6.72 6.56 6.06 | 6.06 6.17 6.17 6.11 6.06 
Shin a 3.06 : 4.00 4.00 4.80 || _5.90 | 5.90 4.80 4.55 4.60 | 4.60 4.50 4.55 4.55 4.65 
Steak, Rump .. ea 6.89 4 8.25 8.35 9.05 || 11.00 | 10.86 9.00 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75 9.05 
Shoulder pee 4.06 f 6.20 6.30 7.05 8.75 | 8.50 7.00 6.65 6.40 6.40 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.45 
Stewing .. fen | 4.11 6. 6.15 6.30 7.05 8.75 8.50 7.00 6.65 6.40 6.40 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.45 
Beef, Corned Roll .. 4.86 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.90 || 8.65 | 8.45 7.05 6.75 6.75 | 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.80 
, Brisket, with bone Si 3.95 3.95 4.00 4.55 5.20 5.00 4.48 4.35 4.25 | 4.25 4,25 4.25 4,25 4.20 
ue , without ,, 4,22 4.95 4,95 5.00 5.80 6.95 6.90 5.78 5.56 5.75 5.75 5.81 5.81 5.83 5.72 
Mutton, Leg . 5.17 5.50 5.55 5.90 6.80 8.80 8.70 7.55 7.40 7.45 7.50 7.55 7.55 7.60 7.65 
» Shoulder 3.61 3.75 3.75 4.10 5.00 6.60 6.45 5.10 4.95 5.25 5.25 5.35 5.30 5.35 5.45 
Peecoing sc 5.17 5.50 5.55 5.85 6.65 9.00 9.00 7.45 7.35 7.65 7.65 7.75 7.85 7.85 7.90 
” Neck 4.72 5.05 5.05 5.45 5.90 || 8.45 8.25 6.20 6.05 6.60 6.55 6.50 6.95 6.90 6.95 
Chops, Loin 5.61 5.75 5.75 6.15 7.23 9.85 9.50 7.55 7.40 8.05 8.00 8.20 8.25 8.30 8.30 
- Megan is 5.61 5.75 5.75 6.15 7.20 9.85 9.50 7.85 7.65 8.15 8.10 8.25 8.30 8.35 8.35 
ea Neck .. ae| 5.61 5.75 5.75 6.15 7.20 9.65 9.40 7.00 uz 7.70 7.65 7.95 7.95 8.05 8.05 
Pork, Leg .. ae 8.50 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 || 12.63 | 12.38 | 12.00 ies | TBS i aie} IP Tay) ahha} 129 
- Loin .. - 8.44 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 || 12.75 | 12.88 | 12.13 11.38 | 11.38 | 11.38 | 11.38 | 11.38 
. Belly .. oe 7.56 8.06 8.06 8.06 8.06 || 11.88 | 11.38 | 11.00 10.18 | 10.18 | 10.00 | 10.00 | 10.00 
Chops .. 8.89 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.44 || 13.26 | 12.88 | 19.63 TPTG) |) Taw} |) WT || WRG} | base 
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Average Predominant Ketall Prices in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified from July 1914 to July 1917—(continued) 


















































1914. 1915. | 1916. 1917. 
ARTICLE. UnIr. | F 
July. April. May. June July. April. | May. | June. | July. Feb, | Mar. | April. | May. June. July. 
ADELAIDE. = 
Groceries, etc.— d. Gl | Gl, d. d. d. d. dae d. ‘ae d. ae d. d. d. 
Bread... wie 2lbs. 3.50 5.00 5.00 5.00 4.92 |, 3.50 | 4.00 4,00 | 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 
Flour ‘ OA 5s 35.55 61.22 | 63.50 | 65.22 | 64.70 || 44.90 | 44.90 | 48.05 | 42.45 39.60 | 39.75 | 39.50 | 39.50 | 39.10 | 39,20 
Tea ue : Ib. 16.20 pas |) ee | at) URE) 18.40 | 18.40 | 1850 | 18.50 18.60 | 18.50 | 18.50 | 18.70 | 18.70 | 18.70 
Coffee : i 19.10 19.50 | 19.50 | 19.89 | 19.60 20.10 | 20:10 | 19.90 | 19.80 19.80 | 19.65 | 20.00 | 19.85 | 19.75 | 19.75 
Sugar 4 ‘ 2.80 Denko | 08 2.75 2.78 3.45 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.48 
Rice : s 3.35 Sy) | BYR 3.89 3.30 3.40 3.40 3.40 3.40 | 3.40 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.60 3.65 
Sago - 2.85 || 8.10 | 38.10 3.11 3.15 || 3.60 3.85 3.70 3.75 || 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 4.25 4.50 
Jam mr: 3.73 || 4.10 4,18 4.28 4,23 4.60 4.65 4.70 4.68 4.60 4.75 4.60 4.60 4.58 4.60 
Oatmeal — 5 2.40 || 4.10 4.10 4.19 | 4.15 2.63 | 2.55 2.47 2.42 || 2.46 2.46 2.50 2.51 2.54 2.59 
Raisins .. - 6.20 6.40 | 6.40 6.56 | 6.80 7.40 | 7.50 7.60 7.90 8.30 8.35 8.30 8.00 8.25 8. 20 
Currants m4 6.20 6.60 6.60 6.89 | 6.90 8.65 | 8.05 8.10 7.95 || 7.85 7.65 7.75 7.85 7.85 7.80 
Starch 4 5.55 5.65 5.65 5.78 | 5.65 6.10 | 6.05 6.45 6.70 || 6.85 6.73 6.93 7.05 7.05 710 
Blue doz. sq 9.95 10.05 | 10.10 0.28 | 10.10 9.38 9.30 9.30 9.23 | 10.15 10.25 10.25 9.95 9.95 9.95 
Candles Ib. 7.20 7.60 | 7.60 7.83 7.55 8.20 9.15, 9.20 9.20 || 9,25 9.20 9.25 9.80 9.85 9.80 
Soap... = 3.18 3.48 3.50 3.56 3.50 Ss | S78} 3.69 3.71 || 3.76 SuTZ 4.29 4.55 4.62 4.73 
Potatoes 14lbs. | 12.00 13.88 | 14.25 | 14.71 | 22.19 18.94 | 17.63 | 15.94 16.44 Wile |) ate aka, |) ues Nas) TG 0 
Onions Ib. 1.57 1.75 1.69 1.79 1.75 ei} || lea 1.28 1.34 111 | 1.28 1,28 1.41 1.28 1.33 
s mekogene gal. 14.70 || 14.95 | 14.95 | 15.17 | 14.85 17.70 | 21.05 | 20.94 | 21.69 22.24 | 21.84 | 29°54 | 9299 | 24:29 | 24/69 
airy Produce— Re 
Milk quart. 5.80 || 6.00 6.00 coe 6.00 5.17 5.17 | 5,17 5.17 DYeB 5.42 | 95.25 5.25 5.33 5.25 
Butter Ib. 17.05 | 21.40 25.05 5.67 | 25.90 || 19.60 | 20.85 | 23.80 | 22.00 || 20.20 | 20.25 | 20.30 | 20.25 | 19.30 | 16.75 
Cheese ; o 11.15 || 12.40 | 13.80 i 67 | 16.30 13.70 | 18.60 | 13.50 | 13.40 || 12.10 | 11.90 | 12.00 | 11.80 | 1230 | 12.30 
Eggs s 58 doz. 16.32 23,10 | 24.80 | 22.83 | 21.55 22.25 | 28.55 | 22.55 | 19.40 | 14.75 13.40 18.70 | 20.15 18.60 | 14.00 
Bacon, Middle .. Ib. 13.65 || 15.05 | 15.15 | 15.50 | 15.25 18.80 | 18.60 | 17.75 | 16.85 || 15.60 | 15.40 | 15.65 | 15.85 | 14.90 | 13.70 
5 Shoulder 9.25 || 10.45 10.65 10.89 10.90 13.80 | 13.60 13.70 12.90 || 12.39 12.17 12.00 12.10 11.50 10.56 
Ham a ts i 14.80 16.05 16.05 16.39 15.90 19.10 | 18.90 18.20 17.10 16.89 16.89 16.67 16.25 15.78 14.89 
Meat— | 5 e 
Bi i ; 53 |) 8.06 8.39 | 10.06 | 10.06 10.80 | 10.40 | 10.40 | 10.30 || 10.05 | 10.05 | 10.00 9.95 9.25 9.20 
ee 2 655 || 700 | 744 | 911 | “9.08 |) 980 | 940 | 940 | 920 | “8s | 885 | 870 | 865 | 8.20 | sito 
” ‘Bank ; 5.95 6.94 7.38 9.06 9.00 9.30 | 9.30 9.44 9.11 || 9.00 9.00 9.00 8.85 8.06 7.94 
” Shin e 5.80 || 5.44 | 5.88 7.56 7.56 8.50 | 8.60 | 850 | 850 | 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.00 7.90 
Steak, Rump .. . 10.00 10.38 | 10.56 | 12.38 | 12.92 13.60 | 13.70 | 13.70 | 13.70 | 13.60 | 18.40 | 13.40 | 13.80 | 13.00 | 12.90 
» Shoulder ee 7.10 || 7.28 7.67 9.83 9.72 10.10 | 10.20 | 10.20 | 10.00 || 9.90 9.70 9.60 9.60 9.30 8.80 
» Stewing .. r ails || 7283 7.61 9.50 9.50 || 9.90 | 10.00 9.90 | 9.90 | 9.50 9.50 9.40 9.30 8.90 8.80 
Beef, Corned Roll .. as 7.40 || 7.78 8.11 9.44 | 9.39 10.30 | 10.35 | 10.35 | 10.30 || 10.05 | 10.00 | 10.00 | 10.00 9.65 9.40 
» Brisket, with bone BS 5.50 5.88 6.00 7.00 | 7.10 8.08 | 8.25 Siz 25 | 8.08 || 7.79 7.42 7.42 7.50 7.14 7.00 
, without ,, - 6.35 || 6.67 6.83 8.28 8.33 9.30 | 9.35 9.35 | 9.30 8.83 8.85 8.85, 8.70 8.30 8.05 
Mutton, en a Be 6.75 || 7.17 7.67 9.61 9.28 9.80 | 9.80 9.80 | 9.75 || 9.50 9.50 9.60 9.50 8.80 8.55 
‘- Shoulder - 5.75 6.22 6.72 8.61 8.39 8.80 | 8.85 8.90 8.85 || 8.50 8.60 8.60 8.50 7.60 7.40 
y  boin f 6.85 TeL7 7.56 9.61 | 9.38 9.50 9.55 9.50 | 9.45 || 9.40 9.45 9.45 9.35 8.65 8.45 
» Neck a 5.50 5.83 6.11 | 8.33 8.00 8.50 | 8.25 8.30 8.25 |) 8.00 8.00 7.85 7.75 7.10 6.95 
Chops, ~ Loin 7.55 7.94 8.22 | 10.22 9.89 10.20 | 10.40 | 10.40 | 10.30 10.10 | 10.10 | 10.10 | 10.00 9.30 9.15 
7 Leg 3 7.70 8.00 8.44 10.33 10.22 10.80 | 10.90 10.90 | 10.80 10.60 10.80 10.70 10.50 9.90 9.80 
ie Neck “A 6.50 7.00 7.28 9.06 8.83 9.30 | 9.50 9.60 9.50 9.12 9.10 9.10 8.80 8.35 8.15 
Pork, Leg - 9.35 9.94 10.17 11.06 12.17 13.20 | 12.90 13.00 12,50 11.15 11.20 11.50 10.60 9.90 9.70 
= Loin - 10.18 10.56 | 10.78 | 12.00 | 13.00 14.10 | 13.70 13.80 | 13.50 11.70 | 11.90 | 12.00 | 11.10 | 10.70 | 10.60 
= Belly .. es 10.00 | 10.44 | 10.89 12.00 | 13.00 14.10 | 13.70 | 13.90 | 13.50 11.55 | 11.70 -}- 11.80 | 11:10 |-10.60 | 10.50 
Chops .. % 10.40 || 10.67 11.00 12.44 12,89 14,50 14.10 14,40 | 14,20 12.30 12.46 12.80 12.00 11.70 11.40 


























“See footnote p. 24 
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Average Predominant Retail Prices in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified from July 1914 to July 1917—(continued). 
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| 1914, 1915. | 1916. | 1917. 
ARTICLE. UNIT l | | aah] | | | ‘ 
| July. April. May. | June. | July. || April. | May. June. | July. || Feb. Mar. April. May. June. July. 
| | ' | 
PERTH AND FREMANTLE. 

Groceries, etc.— | { d. | a d. dan oh | d. d. id d. | d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread... ae BS 2lbs. | 3.50 || 5.00 5.00 5.00 | 5.00 || 4.00 4.00 4.00 | 4.00 | | 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 
IOUT res 50 a0 255, || e2cco 59.57 59.14 59.63 | 65.36 44,10 43.50 42.60 | 41.40 | 39.80 39.80 39.80 39.80 39.70 
Tea & 95 as Ib. 15.89 || 16.57 | 17.00 LA5O Leo! ee BON |) W790 18.10 | 17.90 | 18.20 18.20 18.20 18.10 18.20 
Coffee bo a6 _ | 18.38 || 19.57 19.57 19.38 19.38 19.00 19.00 19.00 | 19.00 | 19.50 19.60 19.60 19.30 19.30 
Sugar ote oc 3 2.75 2.79 2.75 2.75 | 2.78 || 3.50 | 38.50 3.50 3.50 | 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.48 
Rice as is aS | 288 || 3.00 2.93 2.94 | 2.94 2.90 2.90 3.00 2.90 | 2.95 2.95 2.95 3.00 3.05 
Sago he a ae 2" 2.67 2.57 2.57 2.63 | 2.88 3.00 3.33 3.33 28 | 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.55 3.53 
Jam ; or an - | 419 || 4.39 4,25 4.28 | 4.31 5.00 5.03 5.10 5.05 | 5.15 5.13 5.18 3 UG) 5.23 
Oatmeal — ae a 4 2.44 4,25 | 3.96 4.00 | 4,00 2.68 2.73 2.60 2.68 || 2.70 2.68 2.67 2.66 2.67 
Raisins .. aD as A | 6.94 7.14 7.14 6.94 | 6.88 | Viki W Uardd) 7.80 1.00 7.65 7 80 7.90 7.75 7.75 
Currants ree a a CE My Celeeil 6.71 6.68 | 6.75 || 9.15 8.65 8.65 8.55 8.00 8.00 8.25 8.20 7.95 
Starch .. ay ae Pe 5.89 || 5.938 | 5.79 5.81 | 5.81 6.00 5.90 6.00 6.30 6.80 6.85 6.85 6.90 6.90 
Blue oe a .. | doz.sq.| 10.89 11.00 | 10.64 | 10.81 10.81 || 10.70 | 10.70 10.70 10.75 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.65 10.60 
Candles .. 50 an lb. 7.50 Vie Wi reli) 7.38 | 7.50 || 8.85 8.55 9.05 8.80 9.15 9.30 9.55 9.75 9.45 
Soap a res bd - 2.78 3.18 3.07 3.00 3.09 || 3.00 2.93 3.04 | 3.07 3.24 RS 4.03 411 AA1 
Potatoes 50 bc 141bs. 20.13 20.50 18.33 19.00 | 25.00 || 21.22 31.40 20.80 20.56 15.50 17.90 16.22 14.90 15.20 
Onions .. on ae lb, | 1.64 2.00 1.80 egy |) ceil 1.39 1.2 LGR | 7: 1.85 1.68 1.67 1.50 1.50 
Kerosene ite Sb gal. | 14.42 13.82 | 18.89 13.91 13.91 |} 16.65 | 20.11 | 20.08 19.95 19.88 19.88 | 20.63 | 21.88 | 22.46 

Dairy Produce— a dll \| | : 

Milk oe ie .. | quart. 6.33 7.25 7.17 7.25 6.80 || 6.70 6.60 6.60 | 6.60 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.40 
Butter .. Sc oc ib, | 15.78 || 18.86 | 28.84 | 25.63 | 26.50 || 18.00 | 18.70 20.70 | 22.20 || 19.70 | 19.80 | 20.00 | 19.90 | 20.90 20.90 
Cheese .. fe an » | 11.25 1171 | 14:29 | 15.18 | 16.00 || 14.20° | 14.20 14.20 14.20 12.70 |. 12.80 3.00 | 13.00 13.00 13.20 
Eggs : . 00 doz. | 20.59 30.00 | 30.29 29.75 26.38 || 27.40 | 32.60 29.70 | 22.00 18.40 18.90 24.60 30.20 28.50 18.80 
Bacon, Middle .. x Ib, | 14.11 14.50 | 14.71 irda) |) aT) MI) TYP 18.90 17.70 | 15.50 || 16.30 16.30 16.40 16.40 16.50 | 16.30 

vi Shoes Ss iF | 8.89 || 9.43 | 9.57 9.63 | 9.63 || 12.40 | 12.80 11.35 10.70 11.10 | 11.10 10.90 10.90 10.90 11.63 

Pe cas - He - | 15.44 || 16.14 | 15.71 16.13 | 16.13 || 19.80 | 20.10 18.60 | 17.00 || 17.80 17.80 17.80 | 17.80 17.80 | 17.50 
eat— | | | | 
Beef, Sirloin .. Beale: 7.88 7.89 | 7.33 7.38 | 7.56 || 8.88 9.00 10.00 9.63 || 9.00 9.00 9.20 10.10 9.30 9.00 

» Ribs - seve Wes 6.75 6.78 6.11 6.17 | 6.28 || 7.75 8.00 9.00 | 8.63 7.90 7.90 8.10 8.90 8.20 8.00 
ewlank 3. he FS 5.75 || 6.06 | 5.89 5.75 | 6.06 || 6.88 7.68 | 10.00 | 9.63 7.60 7.60 7.60 7.80 7.30 7.10 
» Shin 50 ed " 5.88 | 6.00 | 5.44 5.67 | 5.67 6.88 7.50 7.83 8.14 7.75 7.80 7.70 8.50 7.80 7.70 
Steak, Rump .. ne i 11.38 11.89 | 11.22 | 11.388 | 11.00 || 18.25 | 13.75 | 15.25 | 14.25 || 13.60 | 18.00 13.40 14,10 | 18.50 | 13.30 
», Shoulder i 5 7.25 VBR 6.78 7.00 | 6.94 8.388 | 9.00 10.50 | 9.75 || 9.10 9.20 9.30 10.20 9.20 9.20 
», Stewing .. ms 6.75 FOO! |) Gala Css | Gl 775 8.25 | 10.18 | 9.50 8.80 8.70 8.70 9.50 8.70 8.60 
Beef, Corned Roll i 6.88 7.44 | 6.56 6.67 6.67 || 7.88 | 8138 9.50 9.13 || 8.50 8.40 8.50 9.10 8.50 8.40 
,, Brisket, with bone 3 4:25 | 5100 4.56 4,33 | 4,44 5.75 6.13 7.25 | 6.75 || 6.50 6.50 6.50 7.00 6.30 6.10 
without _,, i 6.00 6.44 5.56 5.83 | 5.56 || 7.00 7.38 863, |, Silo) |) 97.90 7.90 7.90 8.30 7.70 7.50 
Mutton, Leg : a 9.00 SEERY 8.33 | 8.33 || 8.88 95 | 10.25 | 10:50 9.20 | 9.20 9.40 10,40 9.80 8.95 
y Shoulder i ez 7.88 | 744 TED O Mel aeeeee tl eto 8.00 oyaiss j) Seksk) I) eG) 7.85 8.10 8.90 8.20 7.75 
5 Moines. sis 5 | 8.00 8,22 8.33 Rg || BEI 8.38 8.75 9.88 | 10.38 || 9.00 9.00 9.00 10.00 9.50 8.50 
iy Neck - 45 6.75 6.78 7.00 7.00 | 6,89 7.38 7.63 Shao) |) vB) |i wieset0) 7.80 7.70 8.40 7.80 7.30 
Chops, Loin - - 8.88 8.56 | 8.67 8.83 8.67 8.75 9.13 ily |) aah sts 9.90 9.80 9.90 | 11.10 | 10.10 9.90 
% Leg .. ed = 9.00 8.78 | 9.00 9.17 8.67 || 8.88 | 9.38 11.25 | 11.50 10.10 10.00 10.00 | 11.10 | 10.00 9.80 
és Neck fs (sil iI) etki |) 7/83 7.83 (ella 7.50 eye 9:20 | 29.56 8.70 8.50 8.70 9.20 8.60 8.00 
Pork, Leg .. = “ 10.50 9.44 9.56 10.00 10.00 || 11.00 | 11.25 11.63 11.68 10.60 10.50 10.50 10.70 10.50 10.10 
‘i Loin .. a fe | 10.50 9.56 9.72 10.17 10.22 || 11.38 | 11.50 11.63 11.63 10.90 10.80 10.80 11.00 | 10.70 10.10 
HS Belly .. a 5 r— 9.63 9.22 9.17 9.83 9.67 || 10.88 | 10.50 | 11.00 | 10.88 10.10 10.00 10.00 10.20 9.90 9.30 
a Chops .. ae FS 10.88 10.00 10.11 10.50 HOLS ides One | elder beeen 2-001 |) 118s 11.50 11.50 11.50 | 11.60 | 11.50 | 10.50 
a | | | | | | 
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See footnote p. 24. 


Average Predominant Retail Prices i in each Capital Town on the 15th of each Month Specified irom July 1914 to July 191'7—(con tinued). 


ARTICLE. 


Groceries, etc,— 
Bread 
Flour 
Tea 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Rice 
Sago 
Jam 
Oatmeal 
Raisins 
Currants 
Starch 
Blue 
Candles 
Soap 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Kerosene 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk ite 
Butter 
Cheese ie 
Eggs ba ac 
Bacon, Middle .. 
“y Shoulder 


Ham 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin 
» Ribs 
» Flank 
i. nin 
Steak, Rump 


» Shoulder * 





” 


Beef, 


” 


Mutton, Leg 


Chops, 
” 

Pork, 
” 


Stewing .. 

Corned Roll od 
Brisket, with bone 
without on 


Shoulder 
Loin .. 
Neck 
Loin 
Leg 
Neck 
Leg 
Loin .. 
Belly .. 
Chops .. 


UNIT. 


14ibs. 
Ib. 
gal. 


| quart. 
Ib. 














1914, 1915. 
July, April. May. June July April 
HOBART. 
6 el d. d. d. d. 
3.50 5.00 4,50 4.50 4.50 4.00 
36.30 59.85 | 60.00 | 59.85 | 59.85 41.50 
15.60 16.10 17.00 17.00 17.20 17.30 
18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 
2.68 || 2.70 2.78 2.98 2.98 
ay 2.95 2.94 2.95 2.98 
; | 8.08 f 3.05 QE 
4:35. | 1°38 4 38 #38 i 33 
2.30 || 3.75 | 3.58 3.65 3.70 
Cy Wl eefoas I) = yale 7.10 7.30 | 
7.15 || 7.65 Te 7.75 7.90 | 
6.00 || 6.00 6.00 6,00 6.00 | 
8.35 || 9.05 8.94 8.85 8.80 
5.85 || 5.90 6.00 6.10 6.00 
3.06 || 3.06 3.00 3.06 3.05 
10.44 || 12.83 12.38 12.10 15.00 | 
1.78 || 1.69 1.56 1.63 2.06 | 
14 90 _ 16.00 16.00 16.68 16.88 | 
6.00 || 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 5.83 
15.90 || 21.70 | 25.44 | 26.70 | 28.60 || 17.90 
11.57 11.80 13,11 | 18.40 | 13.90 || 14.70 
17.43 || 25.20 23.67 25.90 23.10 25.00 
12.20 || 13.50 18.78 | 13.70 13.70 | 19. 00 
8.13 9.00 8.88 8.89 9.11 || 11.88 
14.80 | 15.50 15.50 | 15.57 15.71 || 18.40 
7.38 | 7.50 7.40 7.81 8.50 11.70 
6.56 || 6.45 6.35 6.75 7.20 9.90 
4.94 5.05 5.05 | 5.56 6.00 || 9.00 
5.63 || 4.78 | 4.78 | 5.48 5.78 || 8.380 
9.56 || 9.70 | 9.70 10.25 10.40 14.00 
5.94 || 6.00 | 6.10 6.38 6.90 10,20 
7.83 || 6.00 6.00 6.38 6.70 || 9.90 
6.39 || 6.80 6.70 ee 760 | aO0 
4.44 || 4.60 4.60 4.8 5.50 || 8.10 
5.75 6.00 6.00 | 6.438 6.81 || 9.71 
6.78 8.90 6.85 Thal) GR) aU Co) 
5.50 5.75 | 5.75 on eee | ioe 
6.50 6.55 | 6.55 7.0 pie {i alloys 
5.78 5.50 5.40 | 5.88 6.30 9.05 
Vieille 7.10 “ily |] eeteitl 8.10 11.60 
fed 7.20 7.10 7.75 8.35 11.70 
5.67 6.10 6.10 6.63 7.10 9.89 
8.00 8.00 8.00 8.63 | 9.80 13.10 
8.39 8.25 8.85 | 9.19 9.80 13.90 
8.33 8.60 8.60 9.38 9.80 14,10 
8.78 8.65 8.90 9.44 | 10.20 14.10 
| nt 






































9.00 
10.10 
7.20 
8.86 
9.90 
8.30 
9.60 
8.00 
10.40 
10,40 
9.00 
11.60 
12,60 
13.20 
13.30 








See footnote p 24. 


1916. 





















































1917 
June July. Teb. | Mar. | April. | May. | June. July. 
| 

ay yeh pel: oy | a yp eh 
4.00 3.50 3.50 | 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 
41.00 41.10 41.20 | 41.20 41.10 41.10 41.10 
17.30 17.50 17.20 | 17.20 17.10 17.20 17.78 
18.00 18.00 18.00 | 18. oe 18. 00 18.00 18.00 
3.50 3.50 || 3.50 | 8.5 3.50 3.50 
3.08 | 3.08 || 3.03 | 08 3.33 3.47 
3.65 | 8.65 3.70 8.65 3.75 3.89 
5.03 | 5.05 4.88 | 4.88 4.85 4.90 
2.27 2.26 2.36 | 2.38 2.38 ae 
7.DD 7.65 7.80 Wan to 75 
9160 | 9.65 9.55 9.25 9.30 9.30 
6.60 | 6.75 7.10 7.10 pal) 7.10 
Me) tae | tae | io | ae | Bip 
30° | ‘ AD | 3 -20 og 
3.73 3.70 3.73 | 4.67 4.90 4.87 
lee | 13.38 lal, | ia ial I alpalyail 18:00 
19 1.19 1.98 | 1.63 1.69 69 
19.85 | 20.08 || 20,72 | 22,26 | 23.19 | 23.65 
5.83 | ‘ ne 5.92 6.00 6.00 
Sth eee liapiees. | 18.20 | 20.45 | 20.61 
i407 : aed 12.00 | 12.30 | 13.22 
14,70 14.50 12.40 | Meas carne iso 
29 6 € € ny | ee ye Pe re) 
hoe ke aragaclleaeoge | 15.90 | 15.90 | 15.11 
18.00 16,30 15.90 | ads | AOE 1026 
11,19 10.33 10.78 | Se Be nae 
18.40 17.83 17.60 | 17.80 | 17.80 17.80 
10.40 | 10.80 10.00 | 10.00 ity | 9.56 9.78 9.88 
| ‘ ( | 9.8% 9.11 || 8.56 MP He 

700. | 735 Par | eee | 7.56 744 7°50 7.50 
7.00 | 7.00 ail <4) deal 1.88 ala Hale 7.67 
13.00 | 12.60 13.11 | 13.00 13.11 12.89 | 12.56 12.67 
9.20 | 9.10 9.00 | 9.00 9.00 || 8.56 8.33 8.89 
8.50 8.50 9.00 |} 8.89 9.00 8.33 8.44 8.67 
9.30 9.50 9.78 9.89 9.78 9.44 | 9.67 9.56 
6.85 | 6. 6.83 6.83 | 6.72 6.39 | 6.44 6.56 
8.86 | 8. 8.63 8.75 | 8.63 8.25 | 8.06 8.39 
9.10 | 9. 9.67 9.78 9.56 9.33 | 9.44 9.44. 
pio) || fehl 8.22 8.22 8.22 7.78 8.44 8.44 
8.95 | 9.25 9.22 8.89 8.89 8.67 9.11 9.22 
7.70 | 7.45 7.94 | 7.89 7.78 7.56 7.94 7.94 
9.95 | 10.05 10:88 | 10:22) |)" 10.22 9.89 9.89 9.89 
9.95 9.95 10.11 | 10.00 10.00 9.89 | 9.78 10.00 
8.67 | 8.56 8.63 | 8.50 8.38 8.33 | 8.39 8.39 
10.90 | 10.90 10.67 | 10.44 | 10.67 10.11 | 9.89 | 10.33 
11.70 | 11.30 11.383 | 11.11 11.28 10.67 | 10.78 10.67 
12.30 | 11.80 11.78 11.44 | 11.67 11.11 10.83 10.78 
12.75 | 12.80 12.00 | 11.56 | 11.89 11.22 | 11.33 11.22 

| 
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30 WHOLESALE PRICES. 


Weighted Average Weekly Rentals in Capital Towns, 1st Quarter, 1915, 
to 1st Quarter, 1917, inclusive. 





1915. 1916. 1917. 





TOWN. 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd | 3rd 4th 1st 

Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter |Quarter. Quarter 
(Jan. to | (April to (July to | (Oct. to | (Jan. to (April to |(July to | (Oct. to |(Jan. to 
March.) | June.) Sept.) Dec.) | March.)| June). | Sept.) Dec.) | March). 























me Gh te Gh ee Gel ee CE Gb ee wb ce GE lig Gh | ee ek 
Sydney -. | 19 Buto) O19 0) Heh 1 is 10) 18 Ss Ue Ses | Sit 
Melbourne: ))|) 17 Pall 7 ONletG 10!) 165 TON 7) SONG Si ZNO IS | eee 
Brisbane | Loos elS meen ets n> | LS) S| 0S te et seen Ane Seem oe eh one el Se 
Mdelaides #.4/)d4. 9 Oyicl4 bal 44 = 6) 14 | 16 eld G14) Gy) 4G eS 7h ao) 
Perth ae Wels eSB By NGS alas IS TS ie fl aI ih IBS ef ante 
Hobart ..|14 5/14 6/14 6/14 6/14 4/14 5/14 6/14 8)14 & 














Notre.—tThe Rentals are shewn to the nearest penny. 


SECTION IV—WHOLESALE PRICES. 


1. Index-Numbers.—The Melbourne wholesale price index-number 
for the first quarter of 1917 is 1525, compared with 1514 for the last 
quarter of 1916, a rise of 0.7 per cent. during the quarter under review. 
Compared with the index-number for the first quarter of 1916, the price 
level for the corresponding quarter of 1917 shews an increase of 1.5 per 
cent. Index-numbers at decennial periods since 1871 and for each year 
since 1911 are shewn in the following table :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices.—Index Numbers, 1871 to 1917. 


























| | | | 1917. 
Year. | 1871. | 1881.| 1891. | 1901.| 1910. | 1911. | 1912. | 1913. | 1914. | 1915. | 1916. 
| | | | | | Ist Qr. 
| | | | | | 
aan Receral iy ieee ee el a aa — 
Index No.* | 1,229| 1,121, 945 | 974| 1,003 | 1,000 1,172 1,088 | 1,149 | 1,604 | 1,504 | 1,525 
i i \ 

















* See graph on page 4 hereinbefore. 


2. Variations in Price Levels of Commodity Groups.—Since the last 
quarter of 1916, the price levels of seven of the eight groups, into which 
the commodities are classified, have risen, while that of only one, Group 
VI. (Meat) has fallen. The following table gives the index-numbers for 
the first and fourth quarters of 1916, and for the first quarter of 1917, 
together with the percentage increase or decrease of the index-numbers for 
the first quarter of 1917, compared with those for the fourth quarter of 
1916 :— 


WHOLESALE PRICES. 31 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices.—Index-Numbers for Quarter, January to March, 1917. 


























INDEX-NUMBERS. Percentage 
No. of | increase (+) 
Group. | Com- | or decrease (—) 
modities.| January | Oct. to Jan. to | compared with 
ltoMarch,| Dee., March, Fourth Quarter 
1916. LONG Olen of 1916. 
I. Metals and Coal .. 14 | 1,530) 1,748 | 1,794 | + 2.6 
II. Textiles, Leather,ete. WO | 25342) 4,624 | 1,656 | aL BiH) 
III. Agricultural Produce} 16 | 1,334 | 1,142 41,166 | + 2.1 
IV. Dairy Produce sal ae lettin ee LEAS 1,413 | + 0.7 
V. Groceries & Tobacco 21 | ABP sei) i res ee + 0.4 
VI. Meat.. acacr e 5 | 2,660| 2,417; 2,993 — 5.1 
VII. Building Materials 10 ANT 1,520 | 1,569 + 3.2 
VIII. Chemicals .. al He SI IS G2T SEIT 4 Sol) S774 + 1.5 
| 
All groups* .. $5), D2 |) sO 1,514 | 15525 | + 0.7 








* Weighted Average. 


3. Variations in Price Levels since the Outbreak of the War.—The 
variations in the index-numbers of the separate commodity groups 
during the years 1915 and 1916, and up to the end of July, 1917, are 
shewn in the following table, in which the index-numbers for the years 
1915 and 1916, and for the first seven months of 1917, are shewn, taking 
July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, as base (= 1000) 
for each group :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices, Index Numbers, July 1914, 1915, 1916 anid July, 1917. 





ri { | { 
| 


{ 
| | | | 
| 


























18 nigel) Pane Ve Vie VI. VII. ALA, a 
Particulars. | Metals | Textiles, Agri- | Dairy ‘Building | Chemi- All 
and | Leather,| cultural) Pro- |Groceries| Meat. | Mater- | cals. Groups 
Coal. etc. |Produce. duce. | ials. 
July, 1914 ..| 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 , 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Year 1915 .. 1,166 934 2,024 | 1,272 1,098 1,502 | 1,164 1,490 1,406 
PLO LGe a 1,539 1,307 1,130 | 1,235 1,266 obey te oOd 1,716 1,318 
January, 1917 1,604 1,475 | 1,126 1,157 | 1,290 1,449 | 1,397 |, 1,714 1,330 
February ,, 1,627 1,507 1,097 1,182 | 1,290 1,420 |} 1,376 | 1,736 1,330 
March “2 1,659 1,587 1,052 1,180 | 1,293 1,400 | 1,501 UE ras} 9) 1,344 
April i 1,725 | 1,637] 1,033 | 1,216 | 1,289 | 1,416 | 1,525] 1,856] 1,361 
May Bs 1,772 | 1,645| 1,043) 1,227 | 1,291] 1,383} 1,551] 1,960] 1,371 
June a 1,904 1,858 1,046 1,247 1,295 1,445 1,643 2,071 1,441 
July > | 93006 | 1,980} 1,048] 1,204) 1,802} 1,469/|- 1,775 | 2,173 | 1,483 
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SECTION V.—INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


1. General.—A complete review of the definitions and explanations 
of the terms ‘‘Strike” and ‘‘ Lock-out,’’* and the methods adopted for the 
collection of information relating to such industrial disputes, together 
with the principles adopted for the statistical classification and tabulations 
of the particulars thus furnished were given in Labour Report No. 7 
(pp. 485-512). 


In recording the number of working days lost, the particulars given 
in the tables refer to the aggregate number of working days, exclusive of 
holidays and Sundays (except in those instances where continuous shifts 
are provided for) on which the persons involved in a dispute may have 
been employed. No allowance can, of course, be made for the possibility 
of short time during that period. This provision, if applied to coal 
mining, would possibly considerably reduce the number of working days 
considered as lost.t Further, it is assumed in all instances that work is 
constant, and that had no dispute occurred the persons taking part therein 
would have been continuously employed. It is known, that in some in- 
stances, e.g., sheep-shearing, sugar-cane cutting, etc., that the amount of 
employment is limited, and the refusal to commence work on any specified 
date does not materially reduce the length of employment. These 
several features are also applicable to the particulars given with respect 
to the ‘‘Estimated Loss in Wages.”’ In the following table particulars are 
given for each quarter of 1916, and the Ist quarter of 1917, together with 
annual figures for the years 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916 respectively 
for each State and for all States of (a) the number of disputes ; (6) the 
number of establishments affected ; (c) the number of workpeople directly 
and indirectly involved ; (d) the number of working days lost, respectively, 
in new and old disputes ; and (e) the estimated consequential loss in 
wages. It should be observed that the annual figures quoted include 
the total number of working days lost in respect of industrial disputes 
commenced in each year. For this reason the aggregate of the figures 
for the four quarters of any year would not necessarily agree with the 
annual figures, seeing that the quarterly figures relate to “all” disputes, 
whether commenced in the year or otherwise. 





* For the purpose of these investigations a strike is defined as a concerted withdrawal from 
work by a part or all of the employees of an establishment, or of several establishments, with a view 
to enforcing a demand on the part of the employees, or of resisting some demand made by their 
employers. A lockout is a refusal on the part of an employer, or several employers, to permit a 
part or all ot the employees to continue at work, such refusal being made to enforce « demand on 
the part of the employers, or to resist some demand made by their employees. Under these definitions 
certain stoppages of work are excluded, such for example as stop-work meetings and stoppages 
in which the relation of employer and employee does not exist. 


+ A working day is defined as the period of each 24 hours (prescribed by awards, ete ae 
established by common usage), representing the limitation which constitutes a full day’s work 
In mining, smelting, and other industries, where continuous work is carried on, a shift is taken ag 
equivalent to a working day. 8 


{ In the coal mining areas in New South Wales, the amount of lost time during the year 1915 b 
dislocations, due to various causes, other than those contingent upon industrial disputes aggre er 
upwards of 930,000 man working days, or more than double the working days (400 000) lost tio h 
industrial disputes see N.S.W. Industrial Gazette, 'ebruary 1915, to January 1916, inclusive 7 
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Industrial Disputes.—Number and Magnitude for each State and Territory. 
Comparative particulars for the years 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916, and for 
the Quarterly periods of 1916 and 1917. 




























































































No. of No. of Workpeople | > 
stabe| lnvalved in Now” | Moot Working Dar 
; No. of | lish- Disputes. | : putes: | Total 
. New | ments }_ Estim- 
Periods. Dis- | any Oly | | | i ated 
putes.| ed in oss in 
New | Di- | Indi- | moa). | iow oe | 1 Wages. 
Dis- | rectly. | rectly. | ~O#- | V1S- is- | Total. * 
putes. | putes. | putes. | 
| | | } | £ 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 
| 1 [ l 
Year 1913 134 | 466 | 25,647) 14,364) 40,0111 468,957| 216,368 
» 1914 235 908 | 33,955) 22,326) 56,281 | 836,948) 419,656 
3, L915 272 694 | 47,006) 22,608) 69,614 464,343) 240,322 
5» 1916 336 717 | 91,762) 31,638 123,400 1145222) 674,064 
| | 
| | | 5 | 
Ist Quarter, 1916 | 368 114 | 20,435] 8,077] 28,512 280,706) 27,978 308,686) 197,559 
2nd AA 1916 | 74 204 | 10,309! 8,160) 18,469) 79,145) 61,356 140,501) 75,106 
3rd on 1916 | 124 280 | 19,122) 12,432) 31,554/109,914| 26,505| 136,419) 78,565 
4th a 1916 | 50 121 | 41,796) 3,069) 44,865) 403,326) 185,096) 588,422| 333,281 
| | | | | 
ist Quarter, 1917 | 76 83 9,985) 4,633 14,618) 43,546) 25,860 69,406) 38,569 
| | 1 | 
VICTORIA. 
Year 1913 29 63 4,151] 2,026 6,177 | | 85,212) 35,744 
“a 14 44 164 5,699} 1,852 7,051 | 84,106 39,619 
» 1915 38 | 154 | 5,434  809' 6,243] | | 64,878; 28,476 
>» 1916 55 | 449 13,576; 2,092 15,668 | 228,269 114,683 
ist Quarter, 1916 mean aS. e257 112 2,687| 31,609! 1,200) 32,809 16,490 
2nd ae 1916 | 15 | 324 1,566 425 1,991) 42,072) 301) 42,373 18,598 
3rd oA 1916 | 12 | 13 534) 986 1,520) 15,668; 1,242 16,910 9,461 
4th 7 1916 | Al | 64 8,901); 569, 9,470) 70,281; 5,524) 75,805 38,939 
| | ace 
1st Quarter, 1917 14 | 114 1,255 627 1,882, 15,105 58,508 78,613 37,804 
QUEENSLAND. 
Year 1913 7 eZ) ele 7S Oe 2,006 | 55,288) 28,374 
5 1914 18 | 42 | 1,280 40 1,686 25,703| 11,747 
oe alge yilis§ al 39 1,477) 58. 2,066, oe 19,934) 9,505 
», 1916 | 64 | 252 | 17,367| 2,951) 20,318)... 170,690 96,976 
| | | 
1st Quarter, 1916 8 | 68 | 2,295) 714, 3,009 14,799) 825) 15,624, 8,559 
2nd 33 1916 16 18 | 2,572) 965) 3,537) 20,122) 26,000) 46,122) 25,383 
3rd 25 1916 | 17 | 30 | 2,165) 436} 2,601! 26,633) 1,074] 27,707) 15,582 
Min TONG 23 | 136 | 10,335 836) 11,171) 75,472) 5,992) 81,464 47,505 
| | | | | 
Ist Quarter, 1917 | 13 | 18 | 1,176 60 1,286 3,714 598) 4,312 2,559 
i | 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
7 r j 
Year 1913 9| 13] 272] 16 288 2,412) 1,029 
» 1914 13 | 45 616) 575; 1,191 15,275) 7,677 
5» 1915 15} 25| 1,314) 169| 1,483 19,877) 14,442 
Pe lotG, 21 | 45 | 1,037) 606 1,643 10,583, 6,004 
| i | 
| | | | 
1st Quarter, 1916 8 30 | 579 110, 689, 2,715 2,715; 1,249 
2nd Ay 1916 8 10 | 193 38 231 765 28 793 422 
3rd a 1916 3 | 3 182 426) 608 3,717 3,717 1,933 
4th or 1916 2 | 2 | 83) 32) 115 633, 633, 405 
1st Quarter, 1917 5 11 474 33, 507 896 2,651! 3,547) 2,523 
| 














* Total estimated loss during the respective periods for all disputes. 
NotTe.—The aggregates of the particulars for the four quarters of the year 1916 do not agree 
with the annual figures for the reasons stated on page 32 ante. 
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Industrial Disputes.—Number and Magnitude for each State and Territory. 
Comparative particulars for the years 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916, and for 
Quarterly periods of 1916 and 1917.—cont. 






































| | 
| No. of | No. of Workpeople | No, of Working Days 
estab- involved in New | . 3 
No. of | tah, Disputes. Lost. All Disputes Total 
New | ments Estim- 
Periods. Dis | lavoly: | | | | ' a 
putes.| ed in | no 
| New | Di-  Indi- | otal. | mi || Dis | Total. AUER: 
| Dis- | rectly. | rectly. | putes. | putes. 
putes. | | 
| | | | | £ 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 5 
Year 1918... Oi hye P4987] saat 96 eta ua | OBA 2.518 
» 1914 30 oe 18 ie) | alae 3,292 4,409 ii aA 124,175| 70,552 
ry LON 0 AG 6 20 578) 68 646 ile ga 4,068 | 2,294 
» 1916 an pet! 24 35 4.318 4.782 9,100 ae .. | 102,357) 64,325 
Ist Quarter, 1916 a 10 14 | 2,015} 3,213 5,228] 77,833 ae 77,833) 50,428 
aol 4, ene Se 6 6 164 90 254; 2.449|/ 2,610) 5,059) 3,138 
3rd a 1916 on, 3 10 2,032] 1,461 3,493| 17,432) 1,206) 18,638} 10.272 
4th a 1916 ed 5 5 107) 18 125 507 72 579 332 
1st Quarter, 1917 on 8 18 382 66 448 842) 248) 1,090 637 
TASMANIA. 
| | 
Year 1913 A seed | 8 | 30 | 444 20 464 reels Bee 987 434 
>» 1914 i Salt 6 22 | 288 25 313 a || oie 3,286] 1,459 
ee OUD: oo aye] 2 | 2 | 922, ae 922 55 56 4.808 2,174 
ROC eee el 6| 36] 366 68|) 434) .. | 21,389] 11,207 
| 
Ist Quarter, 1916 aa an eel = i ae 55 souns| es a5 oh 
Biel a 1916 | Sale ase 168 50 Dey) BYE e 3,884| 2,178 
3rd 33 1916 2 2 53 Hi 53] 217| 11,850) 12,067 6,639 
4th ae 1916 | ia} 2 145 18 163| - 4,238} 1,200) 5,438) 2,390 
1st Quarter, 1917 ae 3 4 77 13 90) 1,553: .. | 41,553 692 











NORTHERN TERRITORY. 











Year 1913 ip 4 131| 39 170|0 eee) ease 1 22500] eel oio 
» 1914 2 2 | Gay toe Golty ai Fhenes 552| 348 
», 1915 a | 7 254 44) 298) .. - 5,237| 2,365 
», 1916 2, | 2 120 0 |e - 420| 345 

Ist Quarter, 1916 1 1 | 60]... | 60 60| 135] 195 84 

Ate een COG i | il 60) 60] 360). 360| 300 

| | | | | | 

ist Quarter, 1917... ae Ss vical Bikes wh |\Miwees || 

| | | 








FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY. 









































Year 1913 1 1 109 OO} AWM es |) ok) | «© Gaw 
5 1914 a ra 1 1 50 ; 50 | is, 350 170 
es a ice 1 1 20 20 ae 80 5B 
Say eee) fen ll eee : ; | 

| | | 
COMMONWEALTH. 7 nn 
me re 1 > | =F j 7 — = 

Year1913. ~««. ~=Se. | 208 | 921 | 38,493/ 16,790 50,283; .. | .. |623,598|287.739 
tome da) B37 Ve 2084145075 227,976 071,040] 8° 2 .. [1090395] 551.228 
"4915 52, | BB8* _ 942 157,005) 24.287) 81,208.) |. .. | 583,225] 299,688 
” 3916 «=|... | 508 | 1,536 |128,546| 42,137/170,683; +. | °. |167893019677604 

| | N | 
| | | 

ist Quarter, 1916 ..| 182] 275 | 27,959| 12,226) 40,185/407,724| 30,198| 437 862 

Oidk (see b-19168e .. 122 | 594 | 14/972| 9,728) 24’700/ 148,437| 90.295 ee pion 2 

3rd ~SSi916~=Ss. |_~—«161. | +388 | 24,088) 15,741) 39;820)173,581) 41/877/215°458| 1227458 

ft WMG 93 | 331 | 61,427) 4,542 65,969] 554°817/ 197,884|752'701| 423°159 

| | | 
| | | 

Ist Quarter, 1917... | 119) 248 | 18,849 5,432 18,781) 65,656 87,865 153,591) 82,784 

| | | 

















* Total estimated loss during the respective periods for all disputes. 
Norp.—The aggregates of the particulars for the four quarters of the year 1916 do not agree 
with the annual figures for the reasons stated on page 32 ante. 
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Indusirial Disputes.—Number and Magnitude of Industrial Disputes in Each State 
and Territory of the Commonwealth, ist Quarter, 1917, and Comparative 
Particulars for the preceding Quarter and for the corresponding Quarter, 1916. 
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t m |} 
gad} NF - 
Box No. of Workpeople | wo of Working | Total 
Nosotheacacs Involved in New i . 
| No. of 2°53 Disputes Days Lost. | Esti- 
State. | New 3. 2S : mated 
| Dis- | QA | | Loss 
putes 325] Di- | In- |New | Old (erin 
| 3 £4 | rectly./direct-| Total.) Dis- | Dis- | Total. |Wages 
48.8} ly. putes. putes. cs 
| | 
New South Wales 76 83 | 9,985) 4, 633) 14, 618) 43 546) 25, 860} 69,406 38,569 
Victoria a) AA | e255 G2 ele 1882 15,105) 58 208) 73,613 | 37,804 
Queensland oc 13 | 18 | 1,176 60 1,236 3/714! 598 4,312) 2,559 
South Australia .. Se BES i) lols |) 474 33 507 896| 2,651 3,047| 2,523 
Western eustralis se os 8 18 | 382 66 448 842; 248) 1.090! 637 
Tasmania k ae 3 4 | 77 13 90} 1,553} | 1,553 | 692 
| | 
fey Quarter, 1917 119 248 13,349 5,432 18,781) 65, 656 87 2865, “153, 521 82,784 
oa { 4th Quarter, 1916 93 | 381 |61,427| 4,542) 65,659 554817|197884 4| 752 701 | “423152 
List Quarter, 1916 | 132 | 275 | 27,959) 12,226) 40,185|407724| 30, 138) 4 437,862 274369 





* Total loss during the quarter for all disputes, new and old. 


New industrial disputes tabulated for the quarter ended 31st March, 
1917, number 119, being 26 in excess of the number recorded during 
the previous quarter. 


The number of persons directly and indirectly involved in these 
disputes totalled 18,781. 65,656 working days were lost in consequence 
of disputes commenced during the period under review, while 87,865 
were lost through disputes which commenced prior to the Ist of January, 
but which were in existence during the first quarter. The total loss in 
working days during the quarter was 153,521, causing an estimated 
loss in wages of £82,784. Although the number of disputes was greater, 
the losses in working days and wages were considerably lower than those 
during the preceding quarter. 


Industrial Disputes.—Number and Magnitude oi Industrial Disputes in the 
Commonwealth, classified in Industrial Groups, isi Quarter, 1917. 

















No: No. of Work- | “= oak | Total 
Nae | "ot people Involved in | avo ORME Esti- 
| of |Estab- New Disputes. | s ‘ mated 
Industrial Group. | New | lish- - | Loss 
| Dis- |ments | pj | qnai- New Old | in 
putes. | In- eciioaln tly Total | Dis- | Dis- Total. | Wages 
| valved | TeCUY-| Tectly- | putes. | putes. *£ 
I. Wood, Furniture, = ‘ 
Timber, etc. Ae 3 77 127 7 134) 1,179 1,179} 597 
II. Engineering, Metal = 
Works, etc. : 4 4 475 102 577, 4,111) 78,234) 82,345) 42,653 
Ill. Hood, Drink, To bacco, 
ia 18 838 68 906 2,420 ee 2,420) 1,228 
ae OireeMinitactoine.. : 12 13 922) 1,512) 2,434) 6,622) 2,512 9,134 aoe 
I. Building 66 3 3 47 2 49 126 ne 126) 6 
VIII. Mines, Quarries, ebess. 52 63 8,530} 3,503) 12,033! 38,178) 4,004, 42,182) 26,139 
IX. Railway and Tramway 
See Services . os sr] 9 9 668) 87 755, 6,591 6,591} 2,526 
. Shipping, Wharf | 
Labour, etc. | 11 14 744) 89 833) 2,326 ee 2,326] 1,207 
XII. Pastoral, Agric’l., etc. 8 36 425 59 484 2,475 272 2,747 1,465 
Xi, Domestic, Hotels, etc. | 1 1 a Ardis lea 127 635 : 635} 140 
XIV. Miscellaneous . ae ul 9 10 446 3} 449 993) 2,843 3,836) 1,796 
All Groups .. Be emi) 248 13,349| 5,432)18,781| 65,656) 87,865 153,521| 82,784 





* Total loss during the quarter for all disputes, new and old. 
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The industrial classification in the above table is that adopted in 
connection with labour organisations, unemployment, wages, etc. (see 
Labour Report, No. 7, p. 334). 


Corresponding particulars of industrial disputes have been published 
in Labour Bulletins Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive. 


Of the 119 disputes which commenced during the quarter under 
review, 52 (about 44 per cent.) involved employees in the Mining and 
Quarrying industries (Group VIII.); 12 affected persons engaged in 
industries classified under Other Manufacturing (Group VI.); 11 
involved workpeople employed in Shipping and Wharf Labour, etc. 
(Group XI.) ; 9 disputes were classified as affecting Railway and Tram- 
way Services (Group IX.), while the same number of dislocations were 
classified in Group XIV. (Miscellaneous). The next highest number of 
disputes in classified groups were :—8 in Group XII. (Pastoral, Agri- 
cultural, ete.); 7 in Group IIT. (Food, Drink, ete.) ; and 4 in Group II. 
(Engineering, Metal Works, etc.). 


The greatest number of working days was lost by workpeople en- 
gaged in Engineering and Metal Works (Group II.). The ironmoulders’ 
disputes in New South Wales and Victoria were responsible for the greater 
part of the loss in this group. 


Of the fifteen disputes which were pending at the end of the year, 
1916, 12 terminated during the quarter under review. At the end of 
March eight disputes were pending, five of which commenced during the 
first quarter of the year. 


Particulars of Principal Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 
1917.—Summarised particulars are furnished in tabular form (on pages 
39 to 49 herein) of all disputes recorded in the tabulations for the first 
quarter of the year 1917, together with additional information relating 
to those disputes which remained in progress at the commencement of 
that period. In the following paragraphs these particulars are brie fly 
reviewed with respect to disputes in each State. 


(i.) New South Wales——During the quarter under review 76 new 
disputes occurred in this State. Five disputes which commenced prior 
to the Ist January extended into the first quarter of 1917. Of these 
disputes four terminated during the quarter. The ironmoulders’ dispute, 
which commenced in September, 1916, was settled in January. The 
trouble at the Richmond Main Colliery, which had been idle for some 
months, terminated in February, when work was resumed on the terms of 
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an Order of the War Precautions Coal Board. Of the 76 new disputes, 
48 involved employees in the mining and quarrying industries. The 
majority of these stoppages were of short duration, no less than 33 lasting 
for one day only. Shale miners at Airly were engaged in a dispute over 
wages during January. After a stoppage of three weeks increased rates 
were granted. The Mount Kembla Colliery was idle for a week during 
March owing to a dispute concerning non-unionists. Work was resumed 
by Order of the War Precautions Coal Board. During March mining 
engine drivers at the Tintal Mines, Elouera, objected to work with a 
certain shift boss. After a stoppage lasting over a week a satisfactory 
understanding was arrived at, and work was resumed. 


Railway construction workers at Red Hill, Coff’s Harbour, stopped 
work in January as a protest against the dismissal of an employee 
alleged to have béen victimised. Work was resumed on antecedent 
conditions after a stoppage of three weeks. Wheat lumpers at Old Junee 
claimed increased rates of wages, which were refused. The men’s 
places were filled. Wood and coal labourers at Balmain were successful 
during January in securing increased rates of pay after a stoppage of 
work. Jronworkers at Lithgow were involved in a dispute during 
January. The cause of the trouble was a claim for increased pay and the 
re-instatement of certain men. After negotiations, satisfactory terms 
were arranged and work was resumed. Work in one section of the Small 
Arms Factory was stopped during February, owing to the objection of 
the employees to the promotion of a certain man. Work was resumed 
on the man being sent back to his original position. 


(ii.) Victoria—Fourteen disputes commenced in this State during 
the quarter, while five disputes which commenced prior to the Ist 
January were unfinished at that date. The ironmoulders’ dispute 
terminated at the end of March after a stoppage extending over 18 weeks. 
Work was resumed after a conference, at which an increase in the rates of 
wage was granted. The principal disputes which commenced during 
the quarter involved coopers employed on the Melbourne wharves, coal 
miners at Jumbunna, wheat threshers at Werribee, wheat lumpers at 
Dimboola and Brooklyn, waitresses at Melbourne, sewerage works 
labourers at Malvern and Heidelberg, and water pipe layers at West 
Footscray. Quarrymen were involved in a stoppage of work during 
March. The cause of the trouble was an award of the Court of Industrial 
Appeals whereby the hours of labour were increased from 44 to 48 hours 
per week. This dispute caused serious delay in the making and repairing 
of roads, while building operations were also affected. A number of 
municipal labourers, carters and others were thrown out of work. The 
dispute was pending at the end of the quarter. 


(iii.) Queensland.—In this State thirteen new disputes commenced 
during the first three months of the year. Three disputes which were 
pending at the end of 1916 terminated during the first quarter of 1917. 
Meat works, employees at Brisbane were idle in February owing to the 
refusal of the employers to meet the representatives of three Unions as 
one body instead of separately. The questions in dispute were wages 
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and working conditions. On a compulsory conference under the State 
Industrial Act being called, work was resumed. The Oona-Dobbyn 
railway construction works were delayed for a week during January. 
The horse drivers refused to help to fill drays. The men resumed work 
on the advice of the Union officials, as the agreement made provision 
that drivers were to assist in filling drays. A claim for increased wages 
was granted to railway construction workers on the Duchess-Sulieman 
Creek line after a stoppage of three days. Casual coal loaders at the rail- 
way yards, Roma, received increased rates of pay after a dispute which 
caused a stoppage of work for a week. Clerks and shop assistants at 
Townsville ceased duty as a protest against the dismissal of a female 
employee who was alleged to have been victimised. The employee was 
reinstated after a conference between the representatives of the employers 
and employees. Wharf labourers, shearers, cement workers and builders’ 
labourers were also involved in disputes during the quarter. 


(iv.) South Australia.—Five disputes occurred during the quarter. 
Two disputes which were pending at the end of December terminated 
early in the year. Coal lumpers at Port Pirie claimed higher rates of pay 
for handling coal which was alleged to be dusty. After a delay of two 
days increased rates of pay were offered and accepted. Wheat stackers 
at Port Adelaide were granted increased wages after a stoppage of four 
days. An agreement regulating the wages and working conditions of 
such workers was also made. Two disputes involving workers on the 
East-West Railway line were recorded during the quarter. 


(v.) Western Australia—Kight new disputes commenced in this 
State during the first three months of the year. The dispute involving 
riveters and others at Fremantle, which was pending at the end of 
December, terminated early in January. Engine drivers at the electric 
light station, Boulder, stopped work as a protest against a proposed 
reduction of staff on the night shift. Work was resumed on antecedent 
conditions. Five other disputes, which were of short duration, involved 
slaughtermen and wharf labourers at Fremantle, wheat stackers at 
Bunbury, drain repairers at Perth, and boilermakers on the East-West 
Railway. 


(vi.) Tasmania.—in this State three disputes occurred during the 
quarter under review. Timber workers at Hobart and Oakwood were 
involved in two disputes. In one case the cause of the trouble was the 
appointment of a new foreman, while in the other case the men stopped 
work as a protest against the employment of non-unionists. The men 
were successful in each dispute. Wharf labourers at Hobart were idle 
during January owing to a dispute regarding the system of payment 
The men refused to handle coal on tonnage rates unless the terms of the 
agreement were carried out, 7.¢., all coal to be handled on tonnage rates 
It appears that certain permanent men were employed on weekly wages. 
After a conference between representatives of the employers and em- 
ployees a satisfactory understanding was reached, and work was resumed 
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Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917. 




















No. of Workpeople | Dates of | 
Locality, Industry Involved. om- 
and Occupations MY __| mence- Alleged Cause or 
Affected. al ; ment and Object. Result. 
Di- | Indi- Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
| 
N. S. Wales. | 
Kuri Kuri, | | 
Richmond Main | * | * 20th Aug. | Objection totonnage | Work resumed on 
Colliery— | 1915, | rates for hewing. terms of Order by 
Miners to War _ Precautions 
17th Feb. Coal Board. 
Uhl 
Darlinghurst. | | 
United Theatres + 7 | 1st Jan., | Objection to playing | Pending at end of 
Limited— | 1916. with a mechanical March, 1917. 
Musicians. | instrument. | 
Newnes. ; | | 
Coal and Shale a | t \7th April, | To enforce the pay- | Satisfactory agree- 
{ Mining— 1916, | ment of increased ment made. 
Surface Workers. to | rates of pay. 
|31st Mar. 
1917. 
| 
Whole State. | | 
Tron Moulding— § § 25th Sept.) To enforce the pay- | Compromise. Claim 
Moulders. 1916, | ment of an in- partially conceded. 
| | to | creased, rate of 
pe | 13th Jan. wage. | 
| 1917. 
Sydney. 
State Trawlers— +7 +t ‘|15th Nov.) To enforce payment | Men’s places filled. 
Masters and 1916, of increased rates 
Engineers. | to of pay. | 
[28th Feb. 
| 1917. 
East Moree. ie 
Wool Scouring— sali ah 15th Dec. | To enforce the pay- | Men’s places filled. 
Scourers. 1916, ment of an in- 
to creased rate of | 
20th Jan. wage. | 
1917. 
Riverstone. | | 
Slaughtering— 108 1st Jan. | To enforce the pay- | Work resumed on 
Mutton Butchers. to | ment of an increas- antecedent  condi- 
3rd Jan. ed rate of wage. | tions. 
| 
Sydney. aD er 
Coal Lumping— 50 2nd Jan. | To increase number |. Work resumed pend- 
Lumpers. to of men in gang ing hearing before 
[9th Jan. from 5 to 6. Industrial Board. 
Retail Butchering— 3 2nd Jan. Objection to altera- | Men’s places filled. 
Shopmen. to tion in working | 
5th Jan. hours. 
Clifton . . 
Coalcliff Colliery— 240 15 2nd Jan. | Alteration of start- | Work resumed on 
Miners. ing time caused by antecedent condi- 
“Daylight Saving.” tions. 
Airly. 
Commonwealth Oil "a 8 2nd Jan. | To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Corporation— to ment of an in- | 
Shale Miners. 27th Jan. | creased rate of 
| wage. 
Riverstone. | ¢ 
Slaughtering— 108 5th Jan. | Claim by labourers | Work resumed. No 
Slaughtermen’s to for payment for payment made. 
Labourers and 6th Jan. time lost during 
Others. dispute with mut- 
ton butchers. 








* See Labour Bulletin No. 11, page 241. ¢ 
+ See Labour Bulletin No. 13, page 43. 


++ See Labour Bulletin No. 16, p.p. 516-17. 


See Labour Bulletin No. 14, page 151. 
§ See Labour Bulletin No. 15, page 266. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 

















No. of Workpeople | Dates of | 
Locality, Industry Involved. Com- 
and Occupations mence- | Alleged Cause or 
Affected. | ment and| Object. Result. 
Di- Indi- Ter= | 
rectly. rectly. | mination | 
N. S. Wales—cont. | | 
Old Junee. | | | | 
Wheat Stacking.— 21 | 5 |8th Jan. To enforce payment | Work resumed on 
Stackers. | to of an increased rate | antecedent condi- 
| |22nd Jan.| of wage. | tions. 
Portland. | 
Cement Making— psy | 8th Jan. | Claim for abolition | Compromise. Pay- 
Cement Workers. | of early shift com- ment of time and a 
mencing one hour half for first hour of 
| coer chan ordin- | — early shift. 
ary shift. 
Red Hill. | | 
Railway 200 8th Jan. | Alleged victimization | Work resumed. Em- 
Construction— to | of an employee. ployee not rein- 
Labourers. Ist Feb. | | stated. 
Bulli. | | | | 
Bulli Colliery— 87 | 69 9th Jan. | Alleged victimization | Men reinstated. 
Miners. of two miners. | 
Balmain. | | 
Fuel Trade— 8 | 10th Jan. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
Wood and Coal to of increased rates 
Labourers. | 2nd Feb. of wage. | 
Cardiff. | 
Lymington 100 | 10th Jan. | Imperfect ventila- | Amicable arrange- 
Colliery— tion and _ other | ment, 
Miners. grievances. 
Dapto. | | 
Railway 8 | 87 12th Jan. | Yo enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Construction— to ment of increased | 
Carters and | 13th Jan. |} rates of wage. | 
Labourers. | | | 
Scarborough. | | 
South Clifton 21 | 200 15th Jan. | To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Tunnel Colliery— | ment of an in- | 
Clipper Boys and | creased wage to a | 
Others. | clipper boy. | 
Lithgow. | 
Tronworking— 332 20th Jan. | (1) Demand forrein- | (1) Men reinstated; 
Tronworkers. to statement of three | (2) Increase grant- 
30th Jan. dismissed em- | ed. 
| ployees ; (2) Claim | 
| for 20% increase | 
| | in wages. | 
Glenreagh- Dorrigo. | | 
Railway 48 | 24th Jan. | Withdrawal of assist- | Assistance to be given 
Construction— | to ance for jack- * | in awkward places 
Tunnelmen. 26th Jan. hammer men. wl . 
Coledale. | 
Nth. Bulli Colliery—| 350 24th Jan.| Demand for rein- | Demand conceded 
Miners. statement to posi- | . 
tion of examiner | 
of an employee 
who had _ been 
transferred to other 
| work. 
RE phe vet | | 
orth Mine— 54 24th Jan. | Demand for extra | a 
MEH CkGiS aid vi nalp tok eruekew. 44 Demand conceded. 
Fillers. 26th Jan. | 
TRokeD Hill. i we | 
e Bavey’s Mine— 7 24th Jan. | Objection to a certain) i 
Miners. to employee. | Employee resigned. 
25th Jan. 











2. 








+ 


INDUSTRIAL DisPuUTES. 


41 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 





Locality, Industry 
and Occupations 
Affected. 


No. of Workpeople | 
Involved. 





Di- 


rectly. 


Dates of 
Com- 
| Inence- 
|ment and 
Ter- 
| mination 


Alleged Cause or 
Object. 


Result. 





N. 8. Wales—cont. 


Balmain. 
Chemical Works.— 
Carters. 


Woonona. 
Brickmaking— 
Brickmakers. 


Glebe Island. 
Wholesale 
Butchering— 

Slaughtermen. 


Bellbird. 
Bellbird Colliery— 
Miners. 


Everleigh. 
Railway Workshops 
Shop Boys. 


Wagga. 
Waterworks— 
Labourers. 


Mirroul. : 
Wheat Stacking— 
Stackers. 


Taree. 
Limestone 
Quarrying— 

Quarrymen. 


Minmi. 
Back Creek 
Colliery— 
Miners. 


Lithgow 
Vale of Clw ydd 
Colliery— 
Miners and Others. 


Woonona and Bellambi 
Brickmaking— 
Brickmakers. 


Scarborough. 
Sth Clifton and 
Sth.Clifton Tunnel 
Collieries— 
Miners. 





21 


15 


11 


bo 
w 
(=) 


110 


349 


t 
7th 








29th Jan. 
to 
1st Feb. 


\3lst Jan. 


to 


\Ist Feb. 


[31st Jan. 


to 


| 
| 6th Mar. 


| Ist Feb. 


1st Heb. 
6th eb. 


|2nd mee 
‘3rd Feb. 


| 
| 3rd Feb. 


to 


10th Feb. | 


5th Feb. | 
to 
6th Feb. 


5th Feb. 
to 
9th Feb. 


5th Feb. 


6th Feb. 
oO 
Mar 


7th Feb. 





Demand for rein- 
statement of a dis- 
missed employee. 


To enforce the pay- 
ment of an in- 
creased rate of 
wage. 


Sympathy with retail 
shopmen. 


To enforce the pay- 
ment of day’s wage 
to driver sent 
home for refusing 
to clip. 


Protest against dis- 
missal of boy for 
refusing to per- 
form certain work 
alleged to be too 
heavy. 


Objection to youth 
employed in clean- 
ing concrete board 
using shovel, 


Against reduction in 
pay from 7s. to 6s 
per 100 bags. 


Against reduction in 
pay. 


Refusal to work with 
boys who declined 
to pay fines im- 
posed by Lodge for 
doing surface work 
when mine was idle. 


Boys declined to work 
owing to refusal of 
management to 
provide them with 
work on Pay Satur- 
day. 


To enforce the pay- 
ment of an increase 
on Award rates of 
wage. 


Demand for rein- 


statement of dis- | 


missed employee. 





Work resumed. Em- 
ployee not reinstat- 
ed. 


Demand not granted. 


Work resumed. 


Demand conceded. 


Workresumed. Boy 
reinstated. 


Work resumed on old 
conditions. 


Compromise. Men to 
be paid 7s. per 100 
into stacks, and 6s. 
per 100 into trucks. 


No reduction to be 
made. 


Boys agreed to pay 
fines. 


Work to be given boys 
on Pay Saturday 
when practicable. 


Work resumed on 
antecedent condi- 
tions. 


Employee reinstated. 


— 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 





Dates of | 

















No. of Workpeople 

Locality, Industry | Involved. Com- | 

and Occupations mence- | Alleged Cause or 
Affected. an ment and Object. Result. 
Di- Indi- Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
N. S. Wales—cont. 

Lithgow. | | 

Small Arms 53 7th Feb. | Objection to promo- | Employee returned to 

Factory— to | tion of certain his original position. 
Engineers and }12th Feb. employee to posi- 

Others. tion of section 

hand. 
Waterloo and 
Alexandria. 
Glassmaking— 166 650 | 8th Feb. | To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Glassworkers. | to | ment of an in- | 
10th Feb. creased rate of 
| wage. 
Neath. | 

Neath Colliery— 15 129 (12th Feb.| Wheelers alleged | Horse withdrawn. 
Wheelers and horse to be unfit. 

Others. 

Waterloo. | 

Glassmaking— 115 650 12th Feb. To enforce the pay- | Work resumed on 
Glassblowers’ | to ment of an in- antecedent condi- 
Assistants. 13th Feb. creased rate of tions. 

| wage. 
Broken Hill. | 

De Bavey’s Mine— 280 436 12th Feb.| Alleged victimiza- | Work resumed. Em- 
Miners. to | tion of an em- ployee not rein- 

|18th Feb. ployee. stated. 
Dudley. } | | 
Dudley Colliery— 200 23 14th Feb. | Dismissal of driver | Man not re-employed 
, Miners. for ceasing work 
before usual time. 
Bulli. 
Bulli Colliery— 92 110 id5th Feb. | Refusal to use | Resumed work -on 
Miners. to machines to cut Inspector reporting 
19th Feb.| coal in certain | mine to be safe. 
| | places. 
| 
Thirroul. | | 

Excelsior Colliery— 18 197 (15th Feb.| Demand for guaran- | Demand not granted. 
Wheelers and | to tee of full shift or | 
Others. 16th Feb. full shift pay. | 

Pelaw Main. | | 

Pelaw Main 40 300 19th Feb. | To enforce payment | Demand not granted. 

Colliery— of an_ increased | } 
Clippers & Others. rate of wage for 

overtime worked. 
Scarborough. 

South Clifton 121 68 |22nd Feb.) Objection to working | Work resumed after 

Colliery— to | conditions re haul- conference. 
Miners. 24th Feb. age. 

| | 
| 
Kuri Kuri. 
Kurri Co-operative 70 22ndFeb. | Protest against an | Official expressed re- 
Society— | accusation made gret. 
Shop Assistants by an official of 
and Carters. the Society con- 
| cerning an em- 
| ployee. 
Weston. 

Hebburn Colliery— 7 83 23rd Feb. | Objection to miners | Resumed work on 
Wheelers and | entering colliery following day. 
Others. before whistle blew. 

Be eeenuedl 4 26th Feb. | (1) Claim f t 

Burwood Extendec 74 12 eb. aim for ‘“‘water | Deman 

Ci ) Secaa rena isn ds conceded. 
Wheelers and statement of dis- | 
Others. missed employee. 
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Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 191'7.—condé. 





Dates of | 





No. of Workpeople 
Locality, Industry Involved. Com- 
and Occupations _| mence- Alleged Cause or 
Affected. : ment and Object. Result. 
Di- Indi- Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
| | 
| 
N. S. Wales—cont. 
| 
Bast Greta. 
Engineering— 16 2 (26th Feb. | Protest against ex- | Appeal to be lodged. 
Mechanics. | to clusion from Award. 
| 7th Mar. 
Bellbira. | 
Bellbird Colliery— 226 25 26th Feb. | Claim by machine | Work resumed on 
Miners. men for payment following day. 
for time lost. 
Boolaroo. 
Stockton y 240 26th Feb. | Wheeler allegedly | Work resumed on 
Borehole Colliery— put on coal out of following day. 
Wheelers & Others. his turn. 
Neath. | | 
Neath Colliery— 2 183 26th Feb. | Onsetters allegedly | Claim conceded. 
Miners. | to not paid Award 
| | 1st Mar. | rates of wage. 
Cardiff. 
Lymington Colliery 90 28th Feb. | Objection to imposi- | Matter referred to 
Miners. tion of dirt scale. War _ Precautions 
Coal Board. 
Sydney. | | 
Palace Theatre— 16 | 3rd Feb. | Protest against re- | Work resumed. No 
Musicians— | duction of orchestra} reduction made. 
| 
Sydney. | 
S.S. “Luckenbach.” aS oy | 5th Mar. | To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Waterside Workers | | ment of an in- 
| creased rate of 
wage for handling 
case oil. 
Kandos. | 
Cement Making— 155 | 6th Mar. | Demand for rein- | Employee not rein- 
Labourers. 10 statement of a dis- stated. 
12th Mar. | missed employee. 
Wallsend. | 
Coke Making— aly 34 Sth Mar. | To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Coke Workers. to | ment of increased 
10th Mar. | rates of wage. 
| 
Mt. Keira. 
Mt. Keira Colliery 270 10 12th Mar.| Alleged refusal to | Matter referred to 
Miners. pay certain em- War Precautions 
ployees the mini- Coal Board. 
| mum wage. 
Mt. Kembla. | 
Mt. Kembla Colliery 300 12th Mar. | Refusal of two men | Men joined Union by 
Miners. to to join Union. order of the War 
19th Mar. Precautions Coal 
Board. 
Scarborough. 
Sth. Clifton Colliery 28 162 12th Mar.| On previous Pay | Work resumed next 
Wheelers & Others. Saturday miners day. 3 
were called to work 
and not the wheel- 
ers. Wheelers 
protested. 
Thirroul. 
Excelsior Colliery— 16 169 13th Mar. | Wheelers wanted | Work resumed on 
Wheelers & Others. wages in lieu of antecedent condi- 
contract work ; tions. 
also their share of 
Saturday work. 
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Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 





Locality, Industry 
and Occupations 
Affected. 


No. of Workpeople 





Involved. 
Di- Indi- 
rectly. rectly. 


Dates of 


Ter- 
mination 


Alleged Cause or 
Object. 


Result. 





N. S. Wales—cont. 


Burwood. 
Burwood Colliery— 
Miners and Others. 


Abermain. 
Abermain No. 1 
Colliery— 
Clippers and 

Others. 


Pelaw Main. - 
Pelaw Main Colliery 
Miners and Others. 


Westo 
Hepbean Colliery— 
Miners. 


Bellbird. 
Bellbird Colliery— 
Miners. 


Pelaw Main. 
Richmond Main 
Colliery— 

Miners and 
Others. 


Scarborough. 
Sth. Clifton and 
Stb. Clifton Tunnel 
Collieries— 
Miners. 


Coledale. 
Nth. Bulli Colliery— 
Miners. 


Sydney. 
Waterside Working 
Waterside 
Workers. 


Burwood. 
Burwood Colliery— 
Clipper Boys and 
Others. 


Helensburgh. 
Metropolitan 
Colliery— 

Miners & Others. 


Elouera. 
CiSTAS Mine— 
Engine Drivers. 


Bellbird. 
Bellbird Colliery— 
Miners. 


176 


500 


750 


218 


109 


80 


30 


120 


209 








56 


74 


311 


13th Mar. 


15th Mar. 


16th Mar. 


19th Mar. 


| to 
27th Mar. 


21st Mar. 


to 
24th Mar. 


23rd Mar. 


23rd Mar. 
to 
31st Mar. 





13th Mar. | 


ne Mar. | 
a6 Mar. | 


19th Mar. 


\22nd Mar. 


22nd Mar. 


23rd Mar. 


———— | 





Dispute re cavil. 


Refusal of clippers 
to work more than 
eight hours a day. 


Dispute ve abolition 
of afternoon shift, 
and re cavil for 
day shift. 


Tunnel miners 
allowed to 
“* grunch.”” 


Dispute re cavil. 


Cessation of private 
ain to colliery in 
accordance with 
order of War Pre- 





cautions Coal 
Board. 
Men demand that 


certain men dis- 
missed from one 
colliery be em- 
ployed at the other 
colliery. 
Alleged 
tion. 


victimiza- 


Refusal to work with 
non-unionists. 


Demand for installa- 
tion of telephone 


throughout, col- 
liery. 

Demand for rein- 
statement of dis- 


missed rope boy. 


Refusal to work with 
a certain foreman. 


Dispute re cavil. 





| 
not | 





Men concerned given 
pick of places not 
cavilled for. 


Meeting of Lodge de- 
cided that clippers 
to work the hours re- 
quired by manage- 
ment. 


Work resumed. One 
shift only worked. 


Work resumed as 
usual on following 
day 


Work resumed on 
following working 
day. 


Train torun pending 
f 


re-reference oO 
matter to Coal 
Board. 

Men, if competent, 


to have preference 
over newcomers. 


Employee reinstated. 


Men objected to re- 
placed by unionists. 


Work resumed 
usual next day. 


as 


Demand not conceded 


Work resumed on old 
conditions. 


Work resumed. Men’s 


re prese ntatives 
drew cavil. 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 


























No.of Workpeople | Dates of 
Locality, Industry Involved. Com- 
and Occupations mence- Alleged Cause or 
Affected. x ae | mene and Object. Result. 
i- ndi- er- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
| { 
Scarborough. d | 
Sth. Clifton Colliery— | 19 153 |26th Mar. | Wheelers wanted to | Wheelers to use pro- 
Miners and | travel to work by per travelling road. 
Others. | | rope road. 
| | 
Newcastle. | | 
Coal Loading— | 30 27th Mar.) Demand that award | Award rates paid. 
Labourers. | to in lieu of piece 
| | |29th Mar. | rates be paid. 
| 
Swansea. | | 
Nth. Wallarah 15 10 (27th Mar. | Objection to working | Men to work in pairs. 
Colliery— singly in a bord, 
Miners. | 
Dudley. | | 
Dudley Colliery— 256 [28th Mar. | Dispute re working | Work resumed next 
Miners & Others. | places. day. 
| 
Killingworth. | 
Coal Loading— 16 [29th Mar. | To enforce the pay- | Pending at end of 
Labourers. | ment of an in- | March, 1917. 
| creased rate of 
| wage. 
Newnes. | | 
Coal and Shale | 100 31st Mar. | Demand that coal | Work resumed pend- 
Mining— | and shale be cavill- ing decision of Con- 
Miners. | } | ed together. ciliation Board. 
| | 
Victoria. | 
| 
Williamstown. | | 
State Dockyard— _ * 3rd May, | Against employ- | Pending at end of 
Shipwrights and 1916. ment of non-union March, 1917. 
Carpenters. workers. 
Whole State. | ome 
Tron Moulding— } T | iT 17th Nov.! Originally refusal of | Settled by conference. 
Moulders and ; 1916, | men to_ handle Increases in wages 
Others. | | to castings intended granted. 
28th Mar.,| for transmission to | 
| I) aso tre New South Wales, | 
| in which State 
| moulders were in- 
| | volved in a dispute | 
| and later claim for 
| | increased rates of 
| | wage. 
| 
Camperdown. 
Local Authority— ar | fi 4th Dec., | To enforce the pay- | Work to be done by 
Stone Crushers. | 1916, to ment of an in- contract. 
| 31st Jan., creased rate of 
| 1917. wage. 
} 
Crib Point. | : A 
Naval Base— GF AR 4th Dec., | Refusalto workunder| Pending at end_ of 
Sewer Labourers. 1916. Award of Industrial March, 1917. 
Court of Appeals 
by which hours 
were increased 
from 44 to 48 per 
week. 
Gaffney’s Creek. 4 
Gold Mining— + +: 13th Dec. | Refusalto work drills| Work resumed on 
Miners. 1916, to singlehanded. antecedent condi 
toe ar tions. 
| 1917. 

















* See Labour Bulletin No. 14, 


page 157. 


+ See Labour Bulletin No. 16, pages 518-9. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 























| 
; No. of Workpeople | Dates of | | 
Locality, Industry Involved. Com | 
and Occupations |__ | mence- Alleged Cause or 
Affected. im _ | ment and Object. Result. 
i- ndi- | Ter- | 
rectly. rectly. | mination | 
Victoria—cont. | 
| 
Malvern and | | 
Heidelberg. | 
Sewer Construction— 65 8th Jan. | Refusal to work | Workresumed. Work- 
Labourers. | to under Award of ing week to con- 
16th Jan. | Industrial Court of sist of 44 hours. 
| | Appeals, by which 
| hours were in- 
creased from 44 to 
48 per week. 
Werribee and Other P 
Districts. ; | 
Grain Threshing— | 96 15th Jan. | To enforce payment | Men’s places filled. 
Threshers. | to of an increase of 
|27th Jan. | 34d. in the hourly 
| rate of wage. 
i 
Dimboola. ; | | 
Wheat Stacking— 12 24th Jan. | To enforce the pay- | Men’s places filled. 
Stackers. | | to | of an increased rate 
31st Jan. | of wage. | 
Melbourne. | 
Coopers engaged on 90 |\27th Jan. | Men required to sign | Men to sign register, 
Wharves. to a register and to but name to _ be 
r 5th Feb. have name affixed affixed on inside of 
on outside of any bag. 
bag taken on to 
the wharf. 
Yarraville. iy | | 
8.8.“ Koonya.’— 32 |29th Jan. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
Stevedores. to | of an increased | 
\30th Jan. | hourly rate of wage. 
Spotswood. | | | | 
Glass Bottle Making| 89 59 | 7th Feb. | Dispute as tonumber | Hali of number claim- 
Bottle Blowers. | of bottles made. ed credited to 
| blowers. 
Colac. ; | 
Local Authority— | 9 |20th Feb. | To enforce payment | Work resumed on 
Quarrymen. | | to | of an inereased | antecedent condi- 
2nd Mar. rate of wage. tions. 
Brooklyn. | | 
Wheat Stacking— | 140 24 | 6th Mar.) Refusal to board | Work resumed on 
Stackers. | | | morning train. Pro- following day. 
test against train 
being late on pre- 
West Footscray. | | fpoue ment. | 
Metropolan Board 8 a | Men demanded ee Demand conceded. 
g = | f | ment of train fares 
Sewerage Workers | 16th Mar. | from Melbourne. 
| 
| 
Metropolitan and Other'| | | 
Districts. | 
Quarrying— 286 384 (14th Mar.| Refusal to work | Pendin 
ar. | a ‘] at, f 
queyanen and under Award of Marche i917 " 
thers. | Court of Industrial 
Appeals by which 
| hours were  in- 
creased from 44 to 
| 48 per week. 
Melbourne. _ | 
a = 2 I 5 a 
pore ee | 127 Peer | ae. geptonee a reduc- | Work resumed on 
| | n in the amount antecedent condi- 
|20th Mar. | charged for board. tions. 
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; No. of Workpeople | Date 
Locality, Industry Tivolved. P Gees 
and Occupations mence- Alleged Cause or 
Affected. ; ment and Object. Result. 
Di- Indi- Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
Victoria—cont. | 
Spotswood. | 
Glass Bottle 110 150 =‘|15th Mar. | Protest against dis- | All employees resum- 
Making— missal of four sort- ed work on follow- 
Bottle Blowers and ers. ing day 
Others. | ss 
Jumbunna. 
Coalmining— |) OCs) 10 (20th Mar.| Dispute re deficient | Matter settled byjWar 
Miners. | | to places. Precautions Coal 
| /29th Mar. Board. 
Mildura. | 
Fruit— | 85 28th Mar. | Refusal of employer | Agreement signed. 
Shed Hands. to to sign agreement. | 
31st Mar. 
Queensland. | 
| 
Brisbane. f | | 
Telephone Service | * * 2nd Aug.,| To enforce the pay- | Men’s places filled. 
Conduit Workers. 1916 ment of increased 
| to rates of wage. 
/LOth Jan., 
; Toten | 
Cairns. 
Sugar Manufacture. i + 17th Oct.,| Sympathy with field | Men’s piaces filled. 
Mechanics. 1916, to workers, but sub- 
31st Jan., sequently claimed 
1917. back money. 
Townsville. 
Locomotive Sheds— it + 9th Nov.,) Withdrawal of “dirt” | Men informed “ dirt’ 
Boilermakers. 1916, to money pending en- money would be 
17th Feb., quiry by Royal paid. 
1917. Commission. 
Dajarra. 
Railway 100 18th Jan. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
Construction— to of 14s. in lieu of 
Labourers. 22nd Jan. 12s. 3d. per day. 
Townsville. 
Rooneys Ltd.— | 23, 19th Jan. | Alleged victimization | Dismissed employee 
Clerks and Others. | to of an employee. reinstated. 
|20th Jan. 
Oona- Dobbyn. | | 
Railway | 240 22nd Jan.| Horse drivers refused | Drivers to fill drays. 
Construction— to to fill drays. 
Labourers. \27th Jan. 
Brisbane. 
Waterside Working | 117 30th Jan. | Claim for payment | No payment made. 
Waterside Workers for holiday (not 
| | worked). 
Cannon Hill. ‘ ; 
Munition Factory. | 2nd Feb. | Objection to regula- | No smoking on job; 
Builders’ Labourers} tions regarding but two ‘ smoke- 
| smoking, ohs’”’ of 5 minutes 
each daily conceded 
Brisbane. 
Meat Export— 460 60 9th Feb. | Protest against the | Work resumed on 
Slaughtermen and | to refusal of employ- compulsory confer- 
Others. | 10th Feb. ers to meet the ence being called. 
representatives of 
three unions as one 
body instead of 
separately. Wages 
and working con- 
ditions in dispute. 
i] 








* See Labour Bulletin No. 15, pp, 268. 
+ See Labour Bulletin No, 16, pp. 519-21. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 


Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917—cont. 





Locality, Industry 
and Occupations 
Affected. 


Queensland—cont. 


Townsville. 
Waterside Working 
Waterside Workers. 


Roma. 
Railway Yards— 
Coalmen. 


Gore. 
Cement Making— 
Mill Hands. : 


Rockhampton. ’ 
Waterside Working. 
Waterside Workers 


Prairie. eats 
Woodbine Station— 
Shearers. 


Alligator Creek. 
Meat Works— 
Carpenters and 
Others. 


Bundamba. 
Rhondda Colliery— 
Miners. 


S. Australia. 


PortePine 
Zine Distillation— 
Furnacemen. 


Port Adelaide. 
Sugar Refining— 
Storemen. 


Port Pirie. 
Coal Lumping— 
Lumpers. 


Port Auqusta. _ 
East-West Railway 
Engineers. 


Millbrook. 
Water Conservation. 
Spallers and 
Labourers. 


Port Adelaide. 
Wheat Stacking— 
Stackers. 


Port Augusta. 
East-West Railway 
Locomotive 
Mechanics. 




















No. of Workpeople | Dates of 
involved. | Com- a 
| mence- Alleged Cause or 
iment and Object. Result. 
Di- Indi- | Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
{ 
30 12th Feb. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
to | of increased rates 
{14th Feb. for handling kero- 
| sene. 
5 {12th Feb. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
| to of an_ increased 
{19th Feb. rate of wage for 
casual hands. 
6 ‘6th Mar. | Demand for dismissal Employee paid union 
| to | of unfinancial dues. 
13th Mar. member of union. 
95 12th Mar. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded. 
| to of travelling time. 
\15th Mar. | ‘ 
20 19th Mar. | Alleged victimization | Employee reinstated. 
| to of an employee. 
|24th Mar. 
25 29th Mar. | Dispute betweentwo | Compulsory confer- 
to unions as to union ence under Indus- 
(30th Mar. certain men should trial Arbitration 
join. Act. 
| 
59 (29th Mar.| Changes in condi- | Pending at end of 
tions of cavil. March, 1917. 
* Ee [20th Dee. | To enforce payment | Resumed on old con- 
1916, to of increased rates ditions with bonus 
7th Feb. of wage in lieu of a system optional. 
1917. bonus offered by 
Company. 
* * 30th Dec.,| Dispute re holidays. | Men reinstated. 
| 1916, to 
13th Jan. 
| are: 
i} 
85 | 5th Jan. | Claim for allowance | Allowance paid. 
| to for dusty coal. 
| 8th Jan. 
| | 
20 (17th Jan. | Demarcation of work | Work resumed pend- 
| | between engineers decision of Chief 
| and boilermakers. Mechanical En- 
| gineer. 

239 3 23rd Jan. | Labourers claimed | Men to be paid 10s. 
payment as spallers 6d. when on spall- 
at 10s. 6d. in lieu ing. 

of 10s. per day. 
90 30 13th Feb. | To enforce payment | Demand conceded 
to of 16s. in lieu of ‘ 
16th Feb. 14s. 8d. per day. 
40 27th Mar. | Refusal of labourers 








to perform 
covered by an 
agreement with 
another Union. 


work 








Pending at end of 
March, 1917. 





* See Labour Bulletin No. 16, page 521, 
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Particulars of Industrial Disputes recorded during the 1st Quarter, 1917—cont. 



































No. of Worlneople Dates of 
Locality, Industry involved. Com- 
, : mence- Alleged Cause or 
and eee z _ {ment and Object. Result. 
g Di- Indi- Ter- 
rectly. rectly. | mination 
W. Australia. 
North Fremanile. | 
Tronworking— “3 * 20th Dec.,| To enforce the pay- | Demand conceded. 
Riveters and | 1916, to ment of increased 
Others. 11th Jan. rates of wage. 
1917. 
Fremantle. Rae | | 
S.S. ‘* Zealandia. 70 56 ‘4th Jan. Objection to presence | Foremen not to re- 
Waterside of foremen in the | main in holds, but 
Workers. holds. | to go down occas- 
ionally to exercise 
necessary supervi- 
sion, 
Boulder. | 
Electric Light 2 2nd Feb. | Practice of keeping | Boy to be re-employed 
Station— _ to boy on night shift | 
Engine Drivers. | 20th Feb. discontinued. 
| 
Fremanile. f | 
Waterside Working 80 | 8th Feb. | Objection toemploy- | ‘Speeders up” re- 
Waterside Workers. | ment of ** speeders moved. 
up.” 
| 
Waterside Workers. 100 19th Feb. Do. | Do. 
{ | 
Kalgoorlie. | 
East-West Railway Mi 6 24th Feb. | Boilermakers object- | Blacksmiths to use 
Boilermakers. | | to | ed to blacksmiths machine on their 
| | 7th Mar. and engineers work only. 
| using shearing and | 
| | | punching machines. 
Bunbury. | | 
Wheat Stacking— 50 14th Mar. | To obtain gang of 5 | Gang to consist of 5 
Stackers. to | instead of 4 men. men after height of 
ee Mar. | 25 feet reached. 
Perth. | | | | 
Drain Repairing— hie | 2 (27th Mar. | To enforce payment | Pending at end of 
Labourers. | ofanincreasedrate | March, 1917. 
of wage. | 
Fremantle. | | | 
Slaughtering— 62 | 8 27th Mar. | Objection to em- | Withdrawal of non- 
Slaughtermen. | to ployment of non- unionists. 
29th Mar. unionists. 
| | 
Tasmania. | | | 
| 
Hobart. | lhe | 
Coal Loading— 40 6 st Jan. | Claim thatallcoalbe | Demand conceded. 
Waterside | | to handled on tonnage 
Workers. | 30th Jan. | rates as per agree- 
| | | ment. | 
Sawmilling— | 21 | 20th Jan. | Alleged victimization | Foreman reinstated. 
Mill Hands. | | to | of foreman. 
| | 3rd Feb. | 
Oalavood. | a: 
Sawmilling— 16 7 23rd Jan. | Objectiontoemploy- | Men joined Union. 


Mill Hands. 


| to 
bth Feb. 


ment of non-union- | 
ists. 





* See Labou 


r Bulletin 


No. 16, p. 521. 


50 CHANGES IN RATES OF WAGE. 


SECTION VI.—CHANGES IN RATES OF WAGE. 


1. General.—For the purposes of statistical investigations made by 
this Bureau in regard to changes in rates of wage, a change is defined as a 
specified variation in the fixed (hourly, daily or weekly) remuneration of 
employees in distinct occupations or callings in any industry.* 


Each change recorded represents a variation in the rate of wage in a 
specific industry—irrespective of the number of separate occupations or 
callings affected thereby—which may have been brought about either 
voluntarily on the part of employers, by negotiations between repre- 
sentatives of employers and employees, industrial or voluntary agree- 
ments, or by award or determination of an industrial tribunal. 


In Labour Reports Nos. 5, 6, and 7, information was given as to the 
sources of information and methods of collection and computation. 


The particulars given herein respecting the number of persons affected 
and the amount of increase in the wages distribution refer respectively 
(a) to the number of persons ordinarily engaged in the specified occupa- 
tions and (b) to the amount of increase (computed for hourly and daily paid 
rates of wage) for a full week’s work. In the case of a change in the 
minimum rate of wage fixed under an award or determination of an 
industrial tribunal, it is ordinarily assumed (in the absence of any definite 
information to the contrary) that the whole of the employees in the 
particular occupation specified received at least the minimum rate of wage 
before and after the change. 


It should be clearly understood that the figures given in each of the 
following tables shewing the amount of the increase per week relate to the 
net increase in a week, i.e., after allowance has been made for those 
changes which resulted in a decrease. It is obvious that since unemploy- 
ment and activity in all branches of industry may vary from year to 
year, and in many branches from season to season also, no accurate 
estimate of the actual effect of the changes in the total amount of 
wages received or paid per annum can be made until the determining 
factors have, at some later date, been investigated. These factors are 
(a) the amount of unemployment and (6) the period of employment in 
seasonal industries. i 





* Tt is obvious that under this definition certain classes of changes are excluded, such, for example 
as (a) an increase in rate ot pay for extra skill, progressive increment for increased length of serviced r 
on promotion, and on the other hand, to (6) reduction in rate of pay or grade due to inefficienc ; oF 
inexperience. BENS 
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Changes in Rates of Wage.—Number and Effect of Changes in each State 
and Territory, 1918, 1914, 1915 and 1916. 











Particulars. NESW] Vic. || Qland.}) S.A’ |} W.A. | fas. °| NoD.| E-C-r.) Cr with. 

1913, 149 81 | 41 | 26 20 | Heel od 329 

No, of 1914 185 | 69 | 50 | 18 42 | 19 ae | 384* 

Changes 1915) 169 | 87 | 60 31 | 25 | 24 | Sai) ee 401+ 

1916) Si) PeLGSel i 134: 98 42 37 4 | 4 870t 

1913) 89,618 | 49,254 16,645 | 4,574 3,036 | 3,005 | | 166,132 

No.of Persons} 1914 56,469 | 29,876 20,198 5,624 B5899C 452627) 2S Nee 125,218* 

Affected 1915) 109,260 | 39,087 | 22,864 10,206 2661 | - 350475) 15). 197,410t 

1916] 242564 |119,878| 72,079 | 40,925 | 5,848) 7,232 | 258] 157 |492.487+ 

| | | | | 

Total Net 1913) £21,789 | £9,880 | £3,702 | £1,279 £428 | GREY || se | | £37,713 

Amount of 1914/ £13,558 | £6,688| £5,128 | £1,941 | £2,423 | £804 | ll eet i eoOLGso™ 

Increase 1915) £29,525 | £8,078| £6,398 | £3,539 £562 | £778 | £87] .. £51,905 

per week 1916) £56,835 (£30,566 | £40,451 | £9,930 | £1,440 | £1,980 | £88 | £40 |£142923t 

Average 1913 4s. 10d. | 4s. Od.| 4s. 5d.|5s. 7d. | 2s. 10d. 4s. 3d. | 4s. 6d. 

Increase 1914) 4s. 10d. | 4s. 6d.) 5s. Id.) 6s. lid.) 5s. 9d.) 3s. 9d.) .. | «.. | 4s. 11d.* 

per Head LOLS Set “bd |/4s8 2d.) 5s) 7d Gs, Did 4s" (3ds | 4sh Uta! 9s. 5d 2s bs! Sant 
per week 


1916) 4s. 8d. | 5s. 1d.\11s. 3d.| 4s. 10d. | 4s. 11d.|5s. 6d. /6s.10d.| 5s. 1d.|5s. 10d. 





* Including one change (common to all States) brought about by agreement made pursuant 
to Section 24 of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act. + Including two 
changes (common to all States), which resulted in an increase in wages of £2938 per week 
to 10,000 workpeople. t Including six changes (common to all States), which resulted in an 
increase in wages of £1593 to 3546 workpeople. The particulars relating to the numbers of 
workpeople who were affected by these changes, and the net amount of increase per week in 
each State, were not ascertainable. 


In point of number of changes in each State, New South Wales has 
been first, Victoria second, and Queensland third, in each of the years 
specified. Some little variation has occurred in the position of the re- 
maining States. The relative position of the States in point of the 
numbers of workers affected in each year is, of course, largely due to the 
magnitude of the different industries and callings in which changes took 
place. 


Included in the particulars contained in the foregoing table are 
those relating to five decreases during the year 1914, seven during the 
year 1915, and eight during the year 1916. The States in which these 
decreases were recorded were in 1914, New South Wales three, Victoria 
one, and Tasmania one, affecting 272 persons in all, and a decrease of £59 
per week ; in 1915 New South Wales two, Tasmania two, and in Victoria, 
South Australia, and Western Australia one each, affecting in all 494 
workers to the extent of a decrease of £81 per week. Of the eight decreases 
recorded during 1916 in rates of wage, six affected workpeople in New 
South Wales, one in Victoria and one in Western Australia. The total 
number of persons affected was 1730, and the amount of decrease per 
week was £286. 
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Changes in Rates of Wage.—Number of Changes and Persons Affected, Aggregate 
Net Amount of Increase per Week, and Net Average Increase per Head 
per Week in each State and Territory, 1st Quarter, 1917. 


























| | N.p, | COMMONWEALTH. 
PARTICULARS. N.S.W. | Vic. Q’ld. S.A.| W.A.| Tas. | & 1st 4th lst 
| BCT. Q’ter, | Q’ter, | Q’ter, 
| | | 1917:| 1916.! 1916. 
No. of Changes a 54 | 24) 22 23} 8 6) 2. | *h188|_ 7*251\) 188 
No. of Persons Affected 33,947 | 24,941; 8,413) 4,922) 1,509) 1,006) .. | 85,7388/110907 142588 
Total Net Amount of In- | . | oe 
crease per week £ 8,525 | 4,155| 2,782) 1,417) 433 217; .. | 22,829) 29,191 36,987 
Net Average Increase per | | 
Head per week ..| 5s. Od. /3s. 4d./6s. 7d.\5s. 9d.)5s. 9d.|4s. 4d.| 5s. 3d.|5s. poke 2d. 
| } | 





* Tncluding particulars of changes which involved a decrease in rates of wage. 

+ Including the effect of one or more changes brought about either by an award of the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court, or by an industrial agreement made under the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act, particulars of which in respect to the 
number of workpeople affected and the total net amount of increased weekly wages in each 
State are not ascertainable. 


The number of changes in rates of wage recorded in the above table 
is 138, resulting in an aggregate net addition of £22,329 to the weekly 
wage distribution to 85,738 workpeople. These figures shew a reduction 
when compared with the previous quarter. It may be mentioned, 
however, that the effect of certain changes, which came into force during 
the first three months of the year, are not included in the above table, as 
complete particulars were not available. The effect of these changes 
will be included in the next issue of the Labour Bulletin. With one ex- 
ception, all the changes recorded during the quarter under review were 
increases. 


Changes in rates of wage which were effected without involving any 
cessation of work numbered 121, and 17 resulted from settlements reached 
in connection with industrial disputes which involved a stoppage of work. 
Of the latter, 8 were recorded for New South Wales, 4 for Queensland, 
3 for South Australia, and 1 each for Victoria and Western Australia. 


Changes in Rates of Wage.—Number of Persons Affected, Aggregate Net Amount 
of Increase per Week, and Net Average Increase per Head per Week in 
each State and for the Commonwealth, ist Quarter, 1917. 


























i ; | a es 
Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| S.A. W.A. | Tas. & C’wlth. 
ceuinds us | F.C.T. | 
MALE OCCUPATIONS. 
No. of Persons Affected ..| 28,040 | 16,714 7,913 | 3,847 | 1,509 | 674 | 
Total Net Amount of Increase, a | | | d -- | 69,697* 
per wee a ae ieee 2,995 2,668 | 1,215 | 433] 155 | : 
Net Average Increase per head | a eee | LeOU re 
per week an --|5s. 3d.| 3s. Be 6s. 9d.| 6s. 4d.) 5s. 9d.) 4s. 7d. to bsee7d 
FEMALE OCCUPATIONS. 
—S 23 | a. 
No. of Persons Affected .-| 5,907 | 8,227 | 500 1,075 | | 332 16 on 
Total Net Amount of Increase | | | | | ea oe 
per week .. os 1,184 1,160 | ilebell® PAN os 62 | oO roe 
Net Average Increase per head | | | : | 2,722 
per week 3 AG .-| 4s. Od. | 28.10d.| 4s. 7d. |3s. ee eee ose.ods | 3s. 5d 
| | | | . . 





* JIncluding effect of one change, particulars of which in respect to the r 
wy = . x a 4 SS 
people affected and total net amount of increased weekly wages in each State aie HOt ae oe 
able, which resulted in an estimated increase in wages of £4,800 per week to 11,000 workpeopldl 
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Included in the 138 changes in rates of wage were 20, which wholly 
or partly applied to female occupations. Of this number, 5 changes 
affected female employees in New South Wales, 6 in Victoria, 4 in 
Queensland, 3 in South Australia, and 2in Tasmania. The net average 
increase per head per week for females was 3s. 5d., and for males 5s. 7d. 


Changes in Rates of Wage.—Number of Changes and Persons Affected, and Aggre- 
gate Net Amount of Increase per week, according to Industrial Groups, Ist 
Quarter, 1917. 














| B alae | eller 
| 214, 2S | o os || Ean eae elise) aw 
: | S68 |essiagee] : SH /s88 (e383 
Industrial Group. | Bie S a o| ae Industrial Group. 6s ine £2 a BE 
wee |Z eBeieax me lia ak 
5 | Aa4 | S58 || AS [Fag | Sa 8 
| | 
I. Wood, Furniture, | s || IX. Rail and Tramway 

Timber, ete. 4) 580} 161| Services 5 || 14) 3,805 786 

II. Engineering, Metal | || X. Other Land Trans- | 
Works, etc. ae 16) 7,003) 1,476 port 4 3} 28) 8 
III. Food, Drink, | | Shipping, etc. AF| 9/ 12,189) 5,320 

Tobacco, ete. ‘ 18) 7,335) 1 934 Mit Pastoral, Agricul- | | 
TV: Clothing, Hats, Boots,| | tural, ‘etc. el 3} 1,520 445 
ete. x 5) 6,857| 1,475) XIII. Domestic, Hotels,ete 3] 4,425) 1,134 
V. Books, Printing, ete. 5| 1,969) 609) XIV. Miscellaneous 36) 24 31,367) 6,080 
VI. Other Manufacturing | 18| 4,297) 1,486 | |——_—_—— 
VII. Building .. 4| 1,250 425 1st Quarter, 1917 | +*135| 85,788 22,329 
VIIL. Mining, Quarrying,ete 9) 3,113 990) ToTaLy 4th Quarter, 1916) *219 110907 29,191 
1st Quarter, 1916 | 188/142588 36,987 














* Including particulars of changes which involved a decrease in rates of wage. 


+ In this table a change brought about by an Award or Agreement under the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, although operative in more than one State, is counted as one 
change only. 


It may be observed from the above table that the number of changes 
in rates of wage was greatest in industries and occupations classified under 
Industrial Group XIV. (Miscellaneous), followed in the order named by 
Groups VI. (Other Manufacturing), III. (Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc.), 
II. (Engineering, Metal Working, etc.), 1X. (Rail and Tramway Services), 
VILL. (Mining, Quarrying, ete)., XI. (Shipping, etc.), IV. (Clothing, 
Hats, Boots, etc.), V. (Books, Printing, etc.), I. (Wood, Furniture, etc.), 
VIL. (Building), X. (Other Land Transport), XTIT. (Domestic, Hotels, etc.), 
and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 


Changes in Rates of Wage.—Female Occupations—Number of Changes and 
Persons Affected, and Aggregate Net Amount of Increase per week, 
according to Industrial Groups, Ist Quarter, 1917. 




















UT | LV v. Valo || 24808 | ody 
8 | a a 4 ‘a. 
ge wo ao | iI £3 8 —he 
Ee | a. | Sie} 
Particulars. as EBs 28 rs ss Be 5 <2 8 
oa So S50 Ss Es a go 
3,9 2B <a> Qe). || og 2 a 
"0 os Ay = fae) a 
og sal | 3 a 
SN | sa = 
| | ] 
Number of changes Se 5 | 3 3 | 1 4 20 
Number of persons affected ‘ 660 | 5,805 482 140 3,600 | 5,354 16,041 
Total ¢ amount of increase | | 
per Ricek Ag Bie £ | OMe lett 98 23 900 455 2,722 
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The principal occupations in which changes (in respect to the number 
of female workers affected) were recorded during the quarter under re- 
view, were biscuit factory employees, tailoresses and machinists employed 
in the order and ready-made tailoring trade, and bag and sack repairers 
in New South Wales; biscuit factory employees, Government Printing 
Office employees, bag makers, hotel and restaurant employees, and com- 
mercial clerks in Victoria; meat works employees, woollen mill employees, 
bookbinding and printing employees in Queensland ; fruit preservers 
and shop assistants in South Australia, and leather workers and school 


teachers in Tasmania. 


Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage during the 1st Quarter, 1917. 

















| Date perro ate Ne: 
from of Workpeople ; 
inuctsy’ona | Gyiueh | © Affected. | Ghtheo Monet, | Particulars of 
7 ange. 
Occupations Affected. Change | about Change 
Effect. Males. Females. 
| | 
N. S. Wales. | 
Whole State. | 7 ie || : 
State Railways 1st Jan. 473 | Award of Industrial | Average increase of 
and Tramways— | | Board. 5s. 6d. per week. 
Electricians. | 
| 
Newcastle. aH \ 
Coke Making— Ist Jan. 33 Direct negotiations Increases ranging 
Ovenmen and | between repre- | from 5s. to 12s. 6d. 
Others. | sentatives of em- per week. 
ployers and em- 
ployees. 
Wallsend. 14 , 
Coke Making— 1st Jan. 14 Direct negotiations Increases ranging 
Burners and aiter stoppage of from 6s. to 22s. per 
Others. | work. week. 
| | 
Lithgow. : | ; 
State Coal Mine— ist Jan. 11 | Direct negotiations | Increase of 5s. 6d. per 
Surface Labourers. between repre- per week. 
: sentatives of em- 
| ployers and em- 
| ployees. 
Illawarra and | 
Western Distriet— | 
Coke Making— Ist Jan. 300 | Do. Increases ranging 
Coke Workers. | from 10s. to 12s. 
4 | per week.® 
Yerranderie & Cadia. | 
Copper and Silver | Ist Jan. 132 | Award of Common- | Increases : Miners, 
Mining [ wealth Arbitration 6s. 6d.; Others, 
Miners and Others. Court. 2s. 6d. to 6s. 6d. 
per week. 
Whole State. | 
State Railways— 9th Jan. 39 Voluntary action of | Increase of 5s. per 
Clerical Staff. | | the Commissioner week. 
tor Railways. 
County of Cumberland i 
and Districts of New- | 
castle and Maitland. 
Beckbinding— —_— 12th Jan. 350 Award of Industrial | Increase of 5s. per 
pincers, Rulers & Board. week. 
utters. 
Dapto. z' 
Railway : 15th Jan. 8 | Direct negotiations Increase of 3s. per 
Construction— | aiter stoppage of week, 
Labourers. work, 
, | 
Whole State. | 
Ironmoulding— 15th Jan. 850 | Do. Increase of 6s. per 
Moulders. | week. 
County of 
Cumberland. 
W ater Supply and |19th Jan. | 2,100 Award of Industrial Average increase of 
Bones Board. 4s. per week. 
e Ps) 
Occupations. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the ist Qtr, 1917.—cont. 

















ate Se ee 
Locality, rom or Nor ebeopie | Method by whi : 
Tailaahiy: and oo Affected. | eens py ea Particulars of 
Occupations Affected. cote” l about. Change 
Effect. Males. | Females. | | 
| 
N. S. Wales—cont. 
Otford Tunnel. 
Railway | 24th Jan. 4 xs Direct negotiations | Increase of 3s. per 
Construction— between repre- week. 
Fettlers and sentatives of em- 
Gangers. | ployers and em- 
ployees. 
Whole State. 
State Tramways— [25th Jan. 364 as Award of Industrial | Increases ranging 
Pitmen, Controller- Board. from 2s. to 6s. per 
men and Others. week. 
County of 
Cumberland. | 
Carecase Butchering |25th Jan. | 40 ae Do. Increase to constant - 
Pork Butchers. hands, 5s. per w’k; 
| | to casual hands, 2s. 
} 6d. per day. 
Airly. 
Shale Mining— 29th Jan. 20 as Direct negotiations | Increases ranging 
Miners and Others. after stoppage of from 12s. to 25s. 
| work. per week. 
Lithgow. | 
Tronworking— 31st Jan. 110 ste Do. Increases of 2s. 4d. 
Blast Furnacemen. | | and 2s. 8d. per w’k. 
County of Cumberland 
and Newcastle. | | 
Shirtmaking— 2nd Feb. 40 | oe Award of Industrial | Increase averaging 
Cutters. | Board. about 7s. 6d. per 
| | | week. 
County of Cumberland.) 























Retail Trade— QndFeb.| 350 ip Do. Increase to males and 
Storemen and | | females of 5s. and 
Packers. | | 3s. per week re- 

spectively. 
| | 
County of Cumberland | 

and Newcastle. | | | 

Clothing— |2ndFeb.| 150 | x Do. Increase of 7s. 6d. per 
Cutters and | week. 

Trimmers. } 

Order Tailoring— | 2nd Feb. 750 2,250 | Do. Increases : Males, 5s.; 
Tailors and | | females, 3s. and 5s. 
Tailoresses. | per week. 

} 
Bulli and Woonona. 

Brickmaking— 2nd Feb. 60 ee | Do. Increase averaging 5s. 
Brickmakers. | 4d. per week. 

| 
County of Cumberland.) | 

Civil Ambulance 5th Feb. 115} an Do. | Increases ranging 

and Transport Corps) | from 5s. to 15s. per 

Bearers and Others. | week. 

Bellambi. 
Coke Making— 7th Feb. | 106 We | Order of War | Average increaseT of 
Coke Workers. ; Precautions Coal} about 18s. per week 
| | Board. | 
Whole State, excluding 
County of Yancowinna | 
and certain specified | | 
areas. | h 
Coachmaking(Rail)— 7th Feb. 100 we | Award of Industrial | Increases ranging 

Car and Waggon | Board. from 6s. to 12s. per 
Builders & Others. week. 

County of Cumberland. ; 

Butter Making— (|9thFeb. | 140 x | Do. Increases to adults 
Assistants and | | ranging from Is. 6d. 
Others. | to 10s. per week; 

boys, 2s. 6d. per 
week, 


en 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage during the 1st Quarter, 1917.—cont. 














pate me progainate Nes 
Locality Tom of Workpeople Method by which 
Industry and _ | which seeder Change brought EA oa 
Occupations Affected. fone about. ; 

| Effect Males. | Females. 

= 
N. S. Wales—cont. | 

Whole State, excluding 
County of Yancowinna P | . 

Surveying— 9th Feb. 750 Award of Industrial | Increases: Chainmen 
Chainmen and Board. 4s. 6d..and 5s. per 
Cooks. week; Cooks, Qs. 

per week. 
Whole State. 

Rock-chopping— 9th Feb. 600 Do. Increases from 2s. 3d. 
Rock-choppers and to 2s. 6d., and from 
Sewer Miners. | 1s. 10d. to 2s. per 

hour for sewer 
miners and rock- 
choppers respec- 
| tively. 
County of Cumberland. | 

Bacon Curing— 9th Feb. 135 Do. | Average increase of 
Various 7s. 1d. per week. 
Occupations. 

Portland. | | 
Cement Making— 10th Feb. 22 Direct negotiations | Increases ranging 
Cement Workers. with assistance of from 3s. 11d. to 4s. 
official of State | 10d. per week. 
Industrial Depart- 
: ment. 
Whole State, excluding 
County of Yancowwna. 

Tailoring (Ready 16th Feb. 100 3,500 Award of Industrial | Increase of 7s. 6d. to 

made)— Board. adult males; 4s. 
Tailors and Others. 6d. and 5s. to fe- 

males; 2s. 6d. to 

apprentices and 

improvers. 
Neweastle.* | 

Gas Making— \16th Feb. 69 Do. Increases ranging 
All Occupations. from 3d. to 20s. per 

| | week. 
Whole State. 

State Railways 16th Feb. 688 Do. | Increases ranging 

and Tramways— | from 1s. to 14s. per 
Carpenters and week. 

Others. | 
Whole State. | 

Fire Brigade— 20th Feb. 320 Award of Court of | Increase of 3s. 6d. per 
Firemen. | Industrial Arbitra- week. 

tion on appeal. 
Whole State, excluding | 
County of Tie a - | 

Barbed Wire and |23rd Feb. 70 Award of Industrial | Increase averagi 

Wire Nail Makers. Board. mobo 6k idee 
week. 
Whole State. “ 
Biscuit Baking— 2nd Mar. 120 85 Do. ; i 
All Occupations. paurenses 25 to ee 
adult females, 1s. to 
| 5S. 5 _ juveniles, 2s. 
Sydney. and 2s. 6d. per w’k. , 
Waterside Working | 5th Mar. 15 Direct negotiations | Incr f 
AVES Le Dees 2 gotlations rease from 1s. 9d. 
Waterside Workers ater stoppage of to 2s. per hour for 
Ork. | handling kerosene. 
Whole State. | 
State Tramwa 9th Mar. 972 | Award of Industri ; 
a5 x eae | ial | Increases ranging 
(Permanent Way). Board. from 1s. 6de awaen 


Wages Staff. 























6a. per week. 


* By agreement, Award rates paid as from 11th July, 1916, 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage during the 1st Quarter, 191'7.—cont. 








Date snproanate No. 
Locality, On of Workpeople M . 
ieee and ruin ___ Affected. Coe ee Particulars of 
Occupations Affected. | “wu aborits Change. 
Effect Males. | Females. 
N. S. Wales—cont. 
Whole State, excluding 
County of Yancowinna. 
Apiling Condiments, | 9th Mar. 20 Award of Industrial | Increase of 6d. per 
etce.— Beard! si ; 
Millers and Others. oard. week. 
ee and pack ne we 60 Do. Increases: males, 2s. 
ee 6d. to 5s. perj week 
Fale females, 3s. to 75; 
Whole Bia. 6 . per week. 
State Railways— (16th Mar. 247 Award of the Court of | Increases of 2s. and 
Plumbers and Tati an LWA SRARA ncreases Ss. 2 
Gasfitters. | tion. 2 3s. per week. 
County of Cumberland. | 
Building— 16th Mar. 960 Award of Industrial ; F 7 
Plumbers and Bonrdl eee ee: 
ee iets. prentices, 2s. 6d. 
Whole State, excluding | per week. 
County of Yancowinna.| 
SCO a a ANB 110 Do. Increases: adults Is. 
Poleocrs and | | 6d. and 3s. per 
piers: | week; apprentices, 
2 er week. #3 
Whole State. 2s. 6d. per week. 
State Railways and /16th Mar. 811 Do. Increases ranging 


Tramways— 
Engineers. 


Sydney. 
Glass Bottle 
Manufacture— 
Sorters and Others. 


County of Cumberland, 
excluding Sydney 
Retail Produce, 
Grain & Seed Stores. 
Storemen. 


Sydney. 
Wholesale Produce, 
Grain & Seed Stores. 
Storemen. 


Newcastle. 
Transport— 
Motor Wagon 
Drivers. 


Whole State, excluding 
County of Yuncowinna. 
Confectionery— 
Packers and 
General Hands. 


Whole State, excluding | 


Port Jackson and New- 
eastle. 
Shipping— 
Masters and 
Engineers. 


Whole State. 
State Railways— 
Motor Attendants. 


Whole State, excluding 
County of Yancowinna. 
Organ Manufacture 
Builders & Others. 





|16th Mar. 


‘19th Mar. 


19th Mar. 


20th Mar. 


23rd Mar. 


\23rd Mar. 


28th Mar. 


29th Mar. 





190 


400 


20 


210 


iy 


50 








Award of Common- 
wealth  Arbitra- 
tion Court. 


Award of Industrial 
Board. 


Industrial Agreement 
under State Act. 


Award of Industrial 
Board. 


Award of Court of 
Industrial Arbitra- 
tion on appeal. 








from 1s. to 8s.,per 
week. 


Increases ranging 
from 9s. to 14s. per 
week. 


Increases : Adults, 
5s.; and youths, 1s. 
to 5s. per week. 


Increases : Adults, 
6s.; youths, 1s. to 
5s. per week. 


Increase averaging 
about 3s. 4d. per 
week. 


Increases: Packers, 
6s.; general hands, 
4s. per week. 


Increase of 7s. 6d. pez 
week. 


Decrease of 3s. 
week. 


per 


Increases of 3s. and 
8s. per week. 
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7— cont. 





Approximate No. 





Date | 
Locality, from | Cf Moz people Method by which Particulars of 
Industry and which | Change brought Change. 
Occupations Affected.| Change | about. 
| took Males. | Females. 
Effect. | 
N. S. Wales. 
Whole State, excluding | 
County of Yancowinna 
and Sydney. F 
Award of Industrial | Increases ranging 


Local Authorities. 
Labourers and 
Others. 


Newcastle. | 
Transport— 
Motor Wagon 
Drivers. 





Port Jackson and 
Newcastle. 
Shipping— 
Tug Boats 
Masters & Others. 


Victoria. 


Melbourne. 
Government 
Printing Office— 

All Occupations. 


Wonthaggi. 
Local Authority— | 
Labourers and 
Others. 


Metropolitan Area,* ete. 
Nailmaking— 
Nailmakers. | 


Perambulator 
Manutacture— 
Upholsterers. 


Metropolitan Area,* 
ete., Borough of Castle- 
maine and Shire of 
Braybrook. 
Engineering— 
All Occupations. 


Metropolitan Area,* 
ete., eacluding Metro- 
politan District. 
Printing— 
Printers, Book- 
binders & Others. 
Metropolitan Area, 
etc.* 
Brassworking— 
Brassworkers. 


Pastrycooking— 
Pastrycooks and 
Others. 





30th Mar.) 14,000 


[30th Mar. 


1st Jan. 


Ist Jan. 


1st Jan. 


1st Jan. 


12th Jan. 


12th Jan. 


18th Jan. 


20th Jan. 


| 
i} 








15 


31st Mar.| 150 


10 


3,300 


al 


or 


440 


450 





117 


30 





Board. 


Do. 


Do. 


Voluntary action of 
of State Govt. 


Direct negotiations 
between repre- 
sentatives of em- 
ployers and em- 
ployees. 


Determination of 
Wages Board. 


| Increase of 5s. 








* As defined in the Factories and Shops Acts, and including all cities 
boroughs of Eaglehawk, Geelong West, Newtown and Chilwell and Sebastopol 


from 2s. 6d. to 9s, 
per week. 


per 
week. 


Increase of 10s. per 


week 


Increases ranging 
from 5s. to 12s. per 
week for males, and 
2s. 6d. and 3s. per 
week for females. 


Increase of 9s. 
week. 


per 


Increase to adults, 6s. 
per week; ap- 
prentices and im- 
provers, 2s. to 5s. 
per week. 

Increase of 2s. 6d. per 
week. 


Increase to adults, 4s. 
and 5s. per week; 
juveniles, 2s. and 
2s. 6d. appren- 
tices and improvers 
2s. to 3s. 6d. per 
week. 


Increases ranging 
from 2s. 6d. to 7s. 
per week. 


Increase of 5s. per 
week. 
Increase to male 


adults, 4s. to 8s. per 
week ; apprentices, 
2s. 6d. per week; 
females, 1s. 6d. to 
3s. per week. 


and towns and the 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the 1st Qtr, 191'7.—cont. 


























Date Epica No% 
Locality, Oe or Wor’speople =| Method by which 5 
Industry and euuich Affected. si Change BrOnele Particulars of 
Occupations Affected. eeale | about. Change. 
Effect. Males. | Females. | 
Victoria—cont. | 
| 
Metropolitan Area, | 
etc.* | | 

Electrical Supply— |22nd Jan. 180 Determination of | Increases per week; 
Linesmen and | | Wages Board. Adults, 1s. to 7s.: 
Others. | apprentices and im- 

| \ provers, ls. 6d. to 
4s.; juveniles, 2s. 
: 6d. and 5s. 
Whole State, excluding | 
Metropolitan Area, ete.*, 

Fuel and Fodder— | 1st Feb. 250 | Do. Average increase of 

Jutters & Loaders. | | | 7s. 6d. per week. 
Melbourne. | 

Transport— 1st Feb. 8 | Direct negotiations | Increase of 7s. per 

Railway Shunters. between repre- week. 
sentatives of em- 
ployers and em- 
| ployees. 
| | | 

Harbour Trust— 5th Feb. | 389 a | Voluntary action of | Increases ranging 
Various | | . Commissioners. from 1s. to ds. 9d. 
Occupations. per week. 

Wonthaggi. | 
Grocery— (24th Feb. 20 | Direct negotiations | Increases from 5s. to 
Shop Assistants. between repre- 10s. per week. 
sentatives of em- 
ployers and em- 
| ployees 
Metropolitan Area, 
etc.* | : 

Furniture— 1st Mar. | 300 Determination of | Increases «per week 
Salesmen and | Wages Board. ranging from Is. to 
Others | | | 7s. 6d. 

| 
Biscuit Baking— (2nd Mar.| 360 420 | Do. Increases per week: 
Bakers and Others. | | Adults, males. 2s. 
| | to 6s.; females, 2s. 
| 6d.; juveniles, male, 
| | | 2s. to 5s.; female, 
| } 2s. to 3s. 6d.; ap- 
| | | prentices, male, 2s. 
| to 5s.; female, 1s. 
| | to 2s. 6d. 
| | | r 
Whole State. | Re: 
Carriage Building. (10th Mar. | 2,000 Do. Increases to adults 
All Occupations. | ranging from 3s. to 
| 9s. per week; 
| | | juveniles, 2s. 6d. 
| | per week. 
Metropolitan Area, 
ete.* | | | 
Hotelkeeping, etc.— 10th Mar.| 700 | 3,600 Do. Increases : rrales, 4s. 
All Occupations. | | to 9s. per week; 
females, 2s. to 6s. 
6d. per week. 
| 

Bagmaking— (12th Mar. 30) >| 60 Do. Increases: males, 2s. 
Machinists and to 6s. ; females, 3s. 
Others. | to 6s. 3d. per week. 

Clerical— 12th Mar. | 6,000 4,000 Determination of the ncrease to males and 
Clerks. Court of Industrial females of 2s. and 

Appeals. Is. per week re- 
| spectively. 
| | 
Melbourne. | 

Glass Bottle 16th Mar.| 175 | Award of Common- | Increases ranging 

Manuiacture— } wealth Arbitration from 4s. to 14s. per 
Sorters and Others. Court. week. 

















* As defined in the Factories and Shops Acts, and including all cities and towns and the — 
boroughs of Eaglehawk, Geelong West, Newtown and Chilwell and Sebastopol. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the 1st Qtr., 1917—cont. 




















ranging 


per 


in- 


ranging 


Date Approxnsts No. 
Locality, froma |, (eh Werkyeovloy "|. Method by which Pacti@ueerot 
Industry and Ghanve | id Change brought Change. 
Occupations*A fected. prea | about. 
| Bffect. Males. Females. 
Victoria—cont. 
Metropolitan Area, 
etc.* A : 
Electroplating— 19th Mar. 90 Determination of | Increases of 2s. and 
Platers and Others. Wages Board. 3s. per week. 
Gas Meter Making |29th Mar. 95 Do. Increases 
and Repairing— from 2s. to 10s. per 
Repairers and week. 
Others. | 
Whole Staite. 
Tron Moulding— 30th Mar. | 1,050 | Direct negotiations | Increase of 5s. 
Moulders. | after stoppage of week to adults, and 
| | work. proportionate 
| | | creases to appren- 
: | tices and improvers 
Metropolitan Distric | | 
and all Cities. | | F 
Gardening— 31st Mar. 230 Determination of | Increases 
Gardeners an Wages Board. | from 3s. to 6s. per 
Nurserymen. week. 
Queensland. 


Brisbane.+ | 
Bacon Curing— 


All Occupations. 


Whole State. 
Meat Industry— 
Various F 
Occupations, in 


cluding Engineers, 
and Engine Drivers 


Mackay. 


Metal Working— | 


Engineers and 
Others. 


Brisbane. f 
Bacon Curing— 
All Occupations 


Whole State. 
Flour Milling— 
Labourers and 
Others. 


Sth. Eastern Division. 


Coachbuilding— 
Labourers and 
Others. 


Dajarra. 
Railway 
Construction— 
Labourers. 


Brisbane. 
Printing, &¢c.— 
Printers, 


Book- 
binders and Others. 


Ist 


July, 260 
1916. 


| 


| 1lst Jan. 
| 


4,450 


Ist Jan. 


Ist Jan. 260 


2nd Jan. 120 


or 
or 
oO 


2nd Jan. 


22nd Jan 100 


29th Jan. 








80 


350 








Direct negotiations 
between repre- 
sentatives of em- 
ployers and em- 
ployees. 


Do. 


Award of the Court 


of Industrial Arbi- 


tration. 


Do. 


Award of Industrial 
Board. 


Direct negotiations 
after stoppage of 
work. 


Award of Industrial 
Board. 


| 


| Increases: 





Increase of 10% on 
award rates. 


Increases ranging 
from 6s. to 15s. 6d. 
per week for males ; 
females, 4s. 6d. per 
week. 


Increases Tanging 
from 2s. 8d. to 10s. 
8d. per week. 


Increases ranging 
from 2s. to 4s. per 
week. 


Increase of 1s. 
week. 


per 


adult 
males, 4s.7d. to 11s. 
1ld.; apprentices, 
2s. 6d. to 10s. per 
week. 


Increase from 12s. 3d. 
to 14s. per day. 


Increases : Adult 
males, 8s. and 14s. ; 
adult females, 5s. ; 
apprentices, 1s. 6d. 
to 5s. per week. 





* As defined in the Factories and Shops Acts, and includin 
boroughs of Eaglehawk, Geelong West, Newtown and Chilwell an 
ilable for inclusion in previ 


{+ Particulars not ava 





g all cities and t 
d Sebastopol. a ae 
ous Bulletins. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the ist Qtr., 191'7.—cont. 

















Date | rire ale No. 
Locality, rom ° orkpeople M whi } 
tkcisremal | Bees Affected. aS be Particulars of 
Occupations Affected. |“ ¢Guie° about. Change. 
Effect. | Males. | Females. 
} 
Queensland—cont. 
Northern Division. | 
Engine Driving— | 5th Feb. 100 | Award of Industrial | Increases ranging 
All Occupations. | | Board. from 6s. to 17s. per 
| week. 
Townsville. | 
Building— 7th Feb. 150 Do. | Increases: Adults, 
Carpenters and | 9s. to 10s. 10d. per 
Joiners. week; apprentices, 
| | 2s. 6d. to 10s. per 
i | week. 
Ipswich. | 
Woollen Mills— 9th Feb. 12 55 | Voluntary action of | Increases to males, 3s. 
Weavers and employer. to 6s. per week; 
Others. | females, 2s. 6d. to 
| 7s. 6d. per week. 
Townsville. , | | | 
Waterside Working |12th Feb. 180 Direct negotiations | Increase from 2s. 1d. 
Waterside Workers after stoppage of | to 2s. 5d. per hour. 
work. 
i] 
Sth. East Coast. | 
Ship Building 12th Feb. 60 | Award of Industrial | Increase of 9s. 2d. per 
and Repairing. | Board. | week. 
Shipwrights. 
Townsville. 
Railway Workshops. |19th Feb. 20 Direct negotiations | Increases of 14s. and 
Boilermakers. after stoppage of | 14s. 3d. per week. 
work. | 
Central Division. | 
Engine Driving— /|19th Feb. 300 Award of Court of | Increase of 4s. per 
All Occupations. Industrial Arbitra- | week. 
tion on appeal. | 
Printing, &¢.— 19th Feb. 80 15 Award of Industrial | Increases averaging 
Printers, Book- Board. | 10s. and 2s. 6d. per 
binders and Others. | | week for males and 
| | females respective- 
lelye 
Roma. | 
State Railways— (20th Feb. 5 Direct negotiations , Increase from 8s. 9d. 
Coalmen. after stoppage of | to 9s. 6d. per day, 
work. | plus district allow- 
| ance. 
Sth. Eastern Division. | 
Tronworking— \23rd Feb. 190 Award of Industrial | Increases ranging 
Tronworkers’ Board. from Is. to 9s. per 
Assistants. | week. 
Brisbane. | 
Gasmaking— 1st Mar. 163 Industrial Agree- | Increases up to 5s. per 
All Occupations. ment under State week. 
ct. 
| 
Coal Working— 12th Mar. 100 Award of Court of | Increase to lumpers 
Lumpers and Industrial Arbitra- | averaging about 5s. 
Lightermen. | tion. | per week; lighter- 
| men, Is. per week. 
| 
Sth. Eastern Division. | 
Furniture Making— |13th Mar. 100 Industrial Agree- | Increases : Adult 
All Occupations. ment under State males. 6s. 5d. to 
Act. | 12s. 10d. per week ; 
juveniles, 2s.; and 
apprentices 1s. 6d. 
to 4s. 6d. per week. 
Brisbane. 
Tramways— 22nd Mar. 63 Do. | Increases ranging 


Construction and 
Maintenance Men. 














from 4s. to 8s. per 
week. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the 1st 


Qtr., 1917—cont. 





| Dale 

Locality, }, eanomt 
Industry and ene 
Occupations Affected. foie 


fiffect. 


| Approximate No. 
of Workpeople 
Affected. 





Males. Females. 


Method by which | 
Change brought 
about. | 

| 





| 
S. Australia. | 


Whole State.* | 
Supply and Tender | Ist July, 








Board 1916 
Storemen, Packers | 
and Others. 
| | 
Public Works* | Ist July, | 
Department.— | LOGS) 
Sewer Labourers. 
Wallaroo. 
Local Authority— | 1st Jan. 
Labourers and 
Others. | 
| 
Copper Mining— || ist Jan. | 


and Smelting— | 
All Occupations. | | 


Port Pirie. 
Coal Lumping— 
Lumpers. 


8th Jan. 


Port Augusta. 
East-West Railway | 8th Jan. | 
Cooks and Offsiders} 


Port Pirie. ; 
House Painting— 
Painters. 


| 
| 9th Jan. 


Metropolitan Area. 
Timber Trade— 
Drivers and Others. 


18th Jan. 


Millbrook Reservoir. | | 
Water Conservation.|23rd Jan. 
Labourers. | 
Metropolitan 
Tron and Steel 
Moulding— 
Moulders and 
Others. 


Area. | 
(25th Jan. | 


Laundering— | Ist Feb. 
Horse Drivers and 


Others. 


Wholesale Grocery-| 1st Feb. 
Porters and | 
Drivers. 





Building— 


| Ist Feb. 
Plasterers. | 


| 


Metropolitan Area. | 
Milk Vending— | 5th Feb. 
Drivers and | 

Stablemen. | 





50 


20. 


6 


85 


14 


20 


130 


90 


Voluntary action of | 
State Government | 


Do. 


Direct negotiations 
between repre- 
sentatives of em- | 
ployers and em- 
ployees. 


Voluntary action of 
employer. 


Direct negotiations | 
after stoppage of | 
work. 


Voluntary action of 
Minister for Works | 
and Railways. | 


Direct negotiations 
between repre- 
sentatives of em- 


ployers and em- | 
ployees. | 
Determination of 


Wages Board. 


Direct negotiations 
after stoppage of 
work. 


Determination of 
Wages Board. 


Award of Industrial 
Jourt. 





| 
| 





Particulars of 
Change. 


Average increase of 
13s. 10d. per week. 


Increase of 6s. per 
week. 


Increases of 6s. and 7s. 
per week. 


Increases ranging 
from 2s. 6d. to 9s. 
per week. 


Increase from 14s. to 
21s. per day for 
alleged dusty coal. 


Increases : Cooks, £1; 
Offsiders, 15s. per 
week. 





Increase from 1s. 3d. 
to 1s. 6d. per hour. 


Tncreases ranging 
from 1s. to 4s. per 
week. 


Increase of 6d. per 
day. 


Increases to adults 
ranging from 5s. to 
12s.; juveniles, 2s. 
and 2s. 6d. per 
week. 


Increases ranging 
from 3s. to 6s. per 
week. 


Increases to drivers, 
3s. and 4s.; port- 
ers, 3s. per week. 


Increase to adults 
from ls. 6d. to 1s. 
8d. per hour; ap- 
prentices 2s. 6d. per 
week. 


Increase of 7s. per 
week. 





* Particulars not available for inclusion in previous Bulletins. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the 1st Qtr., 1917—cont. 

















Date Ap prOstnate ae: 
‘ of Workpeople 
Locality, on RecA Method by which Particulars of 
Industry and whic " Change brought Change. 
Occupations Affected. | Change about. 
Oe Males. | Females. 
S. Australia—cont, 
Geppsi Cross. | 
Metropolitan 14th Feb. 40 Direct negotiations | Increases of 2s. 6d. 
Abattoirs Board— between —_repre- and 5s. per week. 
Slaughtermen and sentatives of em- 
Others. ployers and em- 
ployees. 
Port Adelaide rth Feb. 90 Tndustrial Agree- | Increase averaging 
Wheat Stacking— | ment under State | about 8s. per week. 
Stackers. | Act. 
Metropolitan Area. | 
Fruit Preserving— | Ist Mar. | 50 45 Determination of | Increase of 6s. and 4s. 
Solderers and | | Wages Board. to males and _ fe- 
Others. | males respectively. 
Hairdressing— | Ist Mar. 100 Do. Increase of 7s. 6d. per 
Hairdressers. | week to adult males 
Metropolitan Area. | | 
Boilermaking— | 8th Mar. 260 | Do. Increase of 38. per 
Boilermakers. | | week, 
Prospect. , | 
Local Authority— 12th Mar. is | Direct negotiations | Increase of 3s. per 
Labourers. | between repre- week. 
| sentatives of em- 
| ployers and em- 
| ployees. 
Metropolitan Area. | 
Wickerworking— 14th Mar. 60 10 Determination of | Increases per week : 
Wickerworkers. Wages Board. Males, 5s. ; females 
2s. 6d. and 10s. : 
apprentices, 3s. 6d. 
to 6s. 6d. 
Adelaide. | 
Glass Bottle 16th Mar. 65 | Award of Common- | Increase ranging 
Manufacture— | wealth  Arbitra- from 2s. to 14s. per 
Sorters & Others. | tion Court. week. 
Metropolitan Area. 
Drapery, Stationery, 28th Mar. 600 1,020 Determination of | Increases: Adult 
and Fancy Goods— | Wages Board. males, 6s. to 11s. 6d 
Shop Assistants. per week ; juniors, 
Is. 6d.; adult fe- 
males, 2s. 6d. to 
11s. 6d. per week. 
W. Australia. 
Ravensthorpe. 
Smelting— 1st Jan. 70 Direct negotiations | Increase of 6s. per 
All Occupations. between repre- week. 
| sentatives of em- 
ployers and em- 
ployees. 
Collie. | ‘ 
Coal Mining— | 8rd Jan. 25 Do. Increases to engine 
Engine Drivers | drivers, 2s. 6d. and 
and Firemen. | 5s. 6d. per week; 
firemen, 2s. 6d. per 
| week. 
Nth. Fremantle. 
Tronworking— ‘11th Jan. 13 Direct negotiations | Increase of 3s. per 
Riveters. | after stoppage of week. 
| work. 
North West and | 
Murchison District. | ’ 
Pastoral— | 1st Feb. | 1,200 Direct negotiations | Increases: Shearers 
Shearers & Others. | between repre- from 25s. to 27s. 6d. 
} sentatives of em- per 100: pressers, 
ployers and em- 60s. to 65s. per 
ployees. week: shed hands, 
50s. to 52s. 6d. per 
week. 
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Particulars of Changes in Rates of Wage recorded during the 1st Qtr., 1917—cont. 


























| Date SDD Eeate ne: 
Locality. om | OF NM orcpeople | Method by which reste Gi 
Industry and | one | Affected. Changs Tor ght Par ene 
Occupations Affected. Paps | | about. 
Effect. | Males. | Females. | 
| | 
W. Australia—cont. | 
| | 
Youanmi. | | | : 
Gold Mining— | Ist Feb. | 60 =| Industrial Agree- | Increases ranging 
Miners and Others. | | | ment under State from 2s. to 6s. per 
| | Act. week. 
| | | | 
Perth and Fremantle. | 

Wine and Spirit— 5th Feb. | 20 | Do. Increase of 3s. 6d. per 
Cellar Hands. | week. 

Greenbushes. | | 7 

Tin Mining— 19th Mar. 36 | Do. Increases to engine 
Engine Drivers | | drivers, 6s. and 8s. 
and Firemen. | | per week: firemen, 

| 6s. per week. 
| | 
Whole State. | | | ; 
Fire Brigades Board 23rd Mar. 85 | Do. | Increases ranging 
Firemen. | from 2s. to 8s. per 
| | week. 
| 
Tasmania. | 
} 
Hobart and Lawneeston'| | 
Brewing— | | 2 ; 
All Occupations. Ist Jan. 80 | Industrial Agree- | Progressive increase 
| ment under Com- | of 1s. per week. 
| monwealth Act. | 
| eee 
Whole State. | | 
Education Ist Jan. | 44 322 | Voluntary action of | Increase of £10 per 
Department— | y the State Govern- annum. 
Teachers. | | ment. 

Police Department. | 1st Jan. | 158 | Do. Increases ranging 
Sergeants, | | from 3s. 6d. to 11s. 
Detectives and | 5d. per week. 
Constables. | 

Avoca. | | 
Tin Mining— jistJan. | 112 | Award of Common- | Increases ranging 
Miners and Others. | wealth Arbitration; from 3s. to 10s. 6d 
Court. per week. 
Mt. Lyell und Mt. | | 
Maanet. | 

Mining— | Ist Mar, 250 Do. | Increases ranging 

Miners and Others. | | from ls. 6d. to 7s. 
| | | 3d. per week. 
Whole State. | 

Leather Working— 24th Mar. 30 10 Determination of | Average increase 
Apprentices and | Wages Board. | about 2s. per week. 
Improvers. | 

All States. 

Inter-State Trading,| 1st Feb. | 11,000 | Industrial Agree- | Increase of 35s. per 
Shipping— | ment after com- month all round, 
Seamen. | pulsory conference except ordinary 

under Common- seamen (under 18 
| wealth Act. years), 5s. per 








month. 
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SECTION VII.—CURRENT RATES OF WAGE AND 
HOURS OF LABOUR. 


1. General.—The particulars given herein relate to rates of wage and 
hours of Jabour in industrial occupations and callings in the metropolitan 
area—with the exception of those coming within the Industrial Classifica- 
tional Groups VIII. (Mining, etc.), XI. (Shipping and Waterside Work- 
ing), and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural. etc.), which obviously relate 
principally to industries, trades, and occupations carried on mainly 
outside that area—in each of the six States comprising the Common- 
wealth of Australia. 


The rates of wage and the hours of labour referred to are those 
ruling in 146 specific industries,* and comprise information respecting 
930 separate callings in adult male occupations, and 92 in adult female 
occupations, and are with comparatively few exceptions the minimum 
rates of wage prescribed by awards or determinations made by industrial 
tribunals, in pursuance of the Arbitration Court and/or Wages Boards 
Act in force in each of the several States, for a maximum number of 
hours of labour constituting a full week’s work.+ Where, how- 
ever, a& minimum rate of wage has not been so prescribed for a 
specified occupation, the ruling trade union or predominant rate of 
wage being paid to workers for a full week’s work in that occupation, has 
been taken. This course has been followed in order that comparisons of 
the industrial conditions in the specified industrial occupations may be 
made as between State and State, and further to render any results - 
obtained therefrom fairly comprehensive and representative of the 
principal industries carried on in each State. Any comparisons, however, 
with respect to the massed average weekly rate of wage in each State, 
must be subject to the qualification, that the results set out herein, do 
not include particulars relating to all the industries carried on in each 
State ; but may be taken to indicate with a considerable degree of pre- 
cision the relative industrial conditions at each of the dates specified, 
and more particularly to the movement in rates of wage and hours of 
labour between those dates. 


The rates of wage and hours of labour respectively so obtained have 
been grouped, according as the respective occupation or calling comes 
within the industrial classification adopted by this Bureau,t and an 
arithmetic average thereof computed in each instance for the particular 
industrial group. For the purpose of ascertaining a massed average 
rate of wage for each and all of the six areas included and for each and 
all industrial groups, a system of weighting the average obtained for each 
industrial group in each State has been adopted. The weights or 





* Details of the rates of wage and the number of hours constituting a full week’s work for each 
occupation, and for each State, were published as Appendixes to the following publications :—To 
80th September, 1914 (Labour Report No. 5); to 30th September, 1915 (Labour Bulletin No. 11); 
to 3lst December. 1915 (Labour Report No. 6) ; and to 31st December, 1916 (Labour Report No. 7). 

+ In some instances where wages are earned on a daily or hourly scale only, and where a definite 
number of working hours are fixed or recognised as constituting a full week’s work (e¢.g., the building 
trades), the corresponding weekly rates are computed. in order that the rates may generally be on a 
comparative basis. 

t See page 334, Labour Report No. 7. 
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multiples used correspond in power to the magnitude or importance of 
each industrial group according to the number of workers engaged therein. f 
The weightod average results so ascertained at the end of each quarter of 
the year are published periodically, and comprise for each industrial 
group and State (a) the relative nominal weekly rates of wage and wage 
index-numbers, and (6) the relative hours of labour and hourly rates of 
wage, together with particulars shewing the movement in the weighted 
average nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage respectively in each 
State. 





2. Weekly Rates of Wage and Wage Index-Numbers in Classified 
Industries and States, 3lst March, 1917.—The particulars given in the 
Appendixes, referred to in the footnote to page 65, upon being revised 
to the 3lst March, 1917, furnish the necessary data for the computation 
of relative rates of wage in different classified industrial groups and States 
to that date. 


(i.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable to Adult 
Male Workers in each State, 31st March, 1917.—These results are based 
on the rates of wage in a large number of important industries, and serve 
to indicate with a considerable degree of precision the relative conditions 
in the several States. For the purposes of comparison as between States 
it should, however, be observed that the lists of occupations to which 
the rates of wage refer are not by any means uniform, neither do they 
necessarily include all the more important industries carried on in each 
State, and any conclusions drawn from such comparisons must be subject 
to these qualifications. Taking the weighted average rate of wage for 
the six States as base (= 1000), index-numbers for each State are also 
shewn. 





}_ Particulars as to the methods adopted for ascertaining the weighted average wage for 
each State or Industrial class were published in Labour Report No. 2, pp. 23-4. The following 
are the weights used in the computation of the average wage for male and female occupations 
respectively :— 

Wage Index-Numbers tor Male Occupations. Weights used for each Industrial 
Group. 





) jl | | | | | r 
Particulars. | I. | II. | 10. | Iv. | v. | VI. | VIL. |vIaL.| rx.| xX. | XI. | xa, [xar. XIV 





N.S.W. .. | 186 | 228 | 199 | 84] 65 | 162 
Victoria .. | 118 | 195 | 160 | 95 58 | 141 | 
Queensland | 67 | 62/108 | 23] 20] 34} 70/133] 73) 22| 4513521 45 | 302 
S. Australia | 24 | 71 | 45 | 16) 13| 40] 68] 29! 48) 17] 44 | 


| | 

| 343 | 187 74 | 137 | 704 | 184 902 

| | 
W. Australia| 65 | 36| 32| 7| 8| 16) 32/142) 40) 9/| 32] 118 | 

| | 

| 


52 
90 | 157 | 136 | 54] 65 | 455 | 951 734 


Tasmania | 25 14 17 6 5 7 20 49 10 | 6 12 








C’wealth .. | 435 | 606 | 561 | 231 | 169 | 400 | 632 | 853 494 182 | 335 1,915| 339 |2,399 


| | | 
\ 
































Wage Index-Numbers for Female Occupations. Weights used for each 
Industrial Group. 




















| } 
nde PNG GRIER). Seino : 
Particulars. Food, | Clothing, | Other | Domestic, | Misoalisneeul 
Drink, ete. | Boots, etc. | Manufactures. | Hotels, |Shop Assistants, 
| | etc. Clerks, etc. 
| | {==> et 
| | i 
New South Wales .. a 23 | 228 | 44 104 | 124 
Victoria ae e we 28 320 | 57 SOne 111 
Queensland .. ae 60 5 80 | 8 | 47 40 
South Australia ae we 3 | 56 | 7 22) + 32 
Western Australia .. a6 1 29° | oe 29 
Tasmania eS 2d Al 1 | 18 2 8 i 
Commonwealth... ell 61 731 (| is 290 307 
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Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers 
for a Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each State and 
Commonwealth, 31st March, 1917. 














| | | | REE al 

Particulars. | N.S.W. | Vic. | Q'land. S.A. | W.A. Tas. | C’with. 
Number of Oc- | | | 

cupations in- | 

eluded 2 S74 209d Clty 67) «499 482 | 3,948 
Weighted Aver- | | | | ) 

age Weekly S Gl I) Gs CRN Bee cle Eye gy cl, a8 GB es Cle 

Rateof Wage4 62 7/ 60 0|.61 2] 59 8| 6 5| 57 6| 61 5* 





Index-Numbers | 1,019 | 977 996 


971 | 1,064} 936} 1,000* 











* Weighted average. 


The results shew that the weighted average nominal rate of wage 
was highest in Western Australia, followed in the order named by New 
South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania. 


(ii.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable to Adult 
Male Workers in each Industrial Group, 31st March, 1917.—In 
computing the index-number for each industrial group, the weighted 
average rate of wage for all groups is taken as base (= 1000). 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers 
for a full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group. 
81st March, 1917. 


























Weighted | 
| Aver. Weekly | 
No. of Rates Rate of 
Industrial Groups. | Included. Wage (for Full | Index-Numbers 
| Week’s Work). 
= | | 
| Sead. 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc... | 270 63 11 1,040 
II. Engineering, Metal Works,| 
etc. .. AG Pete 636 | 62 10 | 1,022 
III. Food, Drink, etc. oo | 576 62 1 | 1,011 
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. .. | 124 | 57 ] 929 
V. Books, Printing, etc. .. | 205 68 9 1,118 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. 875 62 2 1,012 
VII. Building .. ose oe 190 | 70 3 1,143 
WL Mining. 9 aie otal 161 | 76 8 1,247 
IX. Rail & Tram Services, etc. 224 | G3) 7 1,035 
X. Other Land Transport .. 70 | af) | 945 
XI. Shipping, ete. .. hs 198 | 61 OF 933 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, ete. 712 | 55 4S 900 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. 114 D2 is 848 
XIV. Miscellaneous... =a 233 | 58 8 955 
All Groups ae as 3,948 | 61 55) 1,000* 
| | 
* Weighted average. + Including the value of victualling and accommodation (estimated 
at 45s. per month) where supplied. § Including the value of Board and Lodging where 


supplied as follows:—In the agricultural industry 14s. per week in Victoria and 15s. in the 
remaining States; in the pastoral industry, 19s. in New South Wales, 22s. in Queensland, 15s. 
in West Australia and 17s. in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. t Including the value 
of Board and Lodging where supplied as follows :—In Sydney 15s. and 18s., according to the 
rates of wage, in Melbourne 14s.,in Perth 22s., and in Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart 15s. 
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It may be observed from the previous table that the highest weighted 
average wage was that paid in Group VIII. (Mining), 76s. 8d., per 
week, about 25 per cent. above the weighted average for all groups, and 
the lowest in Group XIII. (Hotels, etc.), 52s. 2d. per week, about 15 per 
cent. below the weighted average for all groups. 


(iii.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable to Adult 
Female Workers in each State, 31st March, 1917.—Taking the weighted 
average rate of wage for the whole Commonwealth as base (= 1000), 
index-numbers for each State are shewn. ‘The figures given in this 
table are subject to the qualifications, regarding want of uniformity in 
the data for the several States, stated in paragraph (i.). 





Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Female 
Workers for a Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each State 
and Commonwealth, 31st March, 1917. 








| { 
Particulars. | N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land. S.A. W.A. | Tas. C’wlth. 





Number of Occu-) | | | 
pations included) 85 | Sim 37 47 | 24 | 28 308 
Weighted Aver- | | | | 
d.:| ‘s.,9dsyisseaes 


age Weekly | s. d.| s. d.| s. d.| s. d. | s. : 
Rate of Wage 29 2 SEO E27 oa 25 9 38 10 28.4 28 as 
Index-Numbers | 1,008 998 949 391 1,345 | 980 1,000* 


* Weighted average. 

Tt will be seen that the weighted average nominal] rate of wage for 
adult female workers was highest in Western Australia, followed in the 
order named by New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, and 
South Australia. 


(iv.) Weighted Average Nominal Rate of Wage Payable to Adult 
Female Workers in Industrial Groups, 3lst March, 1917.—Index- 
numbers based on the weighted average for all groups as _ base 
(= 1000) are also given :— 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage payable to Adult Female Workers 
for a ser aeae Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in Industrial Groups, 3ist 
March, v6 





Weighted | 

| Aver. Weekly | 

No. of Rates | Rate of | 
Industrial Groups. Included. | Wage (for Full Index-Numbers. 

| Week’s Work). | 











| ss. ds: 
III. Food, Drink, etc... me 35 | 250 G 882 
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. uae 114 27 4 946 
I., I1., V., VI. All Other Manu- | 
facturing Combined 84 | 29 8 1,026 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, ete. 57 | 31 8* 1,096 
XIV. Shop Assistants, Clerks,ete 18 | 3004 1,051 
All Groups Ae Pe 308 Zoli 1,000+ 





* Including the value of Board and Lodging (estimated at 15s. per week for Sy i 
Adeiide, and ote, aug a _ and 22s. Hse week Zor Melocurne and Perth sespect cite ee 
supplied, in order that the rate of wage may be comparable with those i i i 4 

+ Weiglited! avesage: g se in other industries. 
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The results set out in the immediately preceding table shew that 
omitting Group XIII. (Domestic, Hotels, etc.), the highest weighted average 
wage was that paid in Group XIV. (Shop Assistants, Clerks, etc.), 30s. 4d., 
or about 5 per cent. higher than the average wage for all groups. This is 
followed in the order named by Groups I., II., V., and VI. (All Other 
Manufacturing Combined), 29s. 8d., Group IV. (Clothing, Boots, etc.), 
278. 4d., and Group’ III. (Food, Drink, etc.), 25s. 6d., being respectively 
2.6 per cent. above, and 5.4 and 11.8 per cent. below the weighted 
average wage for all groups. 


3. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 31st March, 
1917.—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding para- 
graphs of this Section relate to the minimum rates payable for a full 
week’s work. It should be observed, however, that the number of hours 
which constitute a full week’s work differs in many instances, not only 
as between various trades and occupations in each State, but also 
as between the same trades and occupations in the several States. In 
order to secure what may be for some purposes a more adequate standard 
of comparison, the results given in the preceding paragraphs are herein 
reduced to a common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour, classified 
according to industrial groups in each State and all States. 


(i.) Males.—The table on page 70 shews (a) the average weekly 
wage, (5) the average number of working hours per week for a full week’s 
work, and (c) the average hourly wage for adult male workers in each 
State and industrial group except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and 
XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). Owing to the fact that many of the 
occupations included in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal 
nature, and that the hours of labour are not generally regulated either by 
awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, the necessary 
particulars for the computation of average working time and hourly 
rates of wage are not available. 


The general effect of reducing the weighted average rates of wage toa 
common basis (7.e., per hour) is to eliminate on comparison any apparent 
difference between the several States which may be due to unequal 
working time. On page 67 index-numbers are given showing the 
relative average weekly rate of wage for each State; the corresponding 
index-numbers for the hourly rate, taking the average for the whole 
Commonwealth as base (= 1000) are as follows:—New South Wales, 
1015; Victoria, 969 ; Queensland 992; South Australia, 969; Western 
Australia, 1076; and Tasmania, 908. 


70 CurRENT Rates oF WAGE, ETC. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage, Payable to Adult Male 
Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3ist March, 1917.* 








] ae 
| a o — Pe 28 4 
rs Blige ec) oS) lp Slee 

Industrial Groups. | Particulars. t 3 ga a B m | aOZ 

ma = = us) Ay Ds 
| a s & ue |e ile 
| a Pk 





a 7 | 
Weekly Wace 65/2 | 61/9 | 66/4 | 61/8 | 66/3 | 56/2 | 63/11 
I. Wood, Furniture etc. f Working Hours | 48.02 48.07 | 46.24 | 47.90 | 48-00 | 48.00) 47.75 
lL. Hourly Wage 1/44; 1/34 1/52 1/33| 1/43) 1/2| 1/4 
se are Weekly Wace | 64/5 | 62/5 | 61/6 | 58/1 | 67/3 | 61/5 | 62/10 
Me Ae See IG Working Hours | 48.00 48.00 | 45.65 | 48.00 | 47.95 | 48.00 | 47.76 
Works, etc. | Hourly Wage 1/4 1/34) 1/43| 1/23) 1/42) 1/38) 1/3% 


Weekly Wage | 63/10 61/— | 62/2 |61/10 | 61/— | 54/6 | 62/1 
Ili. Food, Drink, etc. 4 | Working Hours | 48.57 | 48.73 | 49.32 | 48.49 49.59° 49.39 | 48.84 
|| Hourly Wage 1/32) 1/3 | 1/3 | 1/3 1/23) 1/14) 1/33 


(| Weekly Wage 61/6 | 54/11] 52/8 | 52/— | 63/9 | 52/6 | 57/1 
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. {| Working Hours | 47.79 | 48.00 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 |47.92 
| Hourly Wage 1/34| 1/12] 1/14! 1/1) 1/4 1/1 | Wes 
(| Weekly Wage | 69/4 | 69/10) 67/7 65/- 68/6 | 63/- | 68/9 
V. Books, Printing, etc. Working Hours | 46.73. 45.93 | 45.30 | 47.56 | 45.77 | 46.35 | 46.29 
| Hourly Wage 1/64} 1/6 1/44] 1/6 | 1/44) 1/53 


| 
61/1 | 59/4 | 61/6 | 64/4 | 59/5 | 62/2 
48.16 | 47.43 | 48.30 | 48.10 | 48.23 | 48.04 
| 
| 








(| Weekly Wage 
VI. Other Manufacturing Working Hours | 
iy Hourly Wage | 1/34, 1/3 | 1/34) 1/4 | 1/22) 1/34 
| 
69/1 | 70/2 | 66/3 | 69/5 | 65/1 | 70/3 
144.41 | 44.00 | 46.07 | 47.90 | 46.67 | 45.94 
1/6} [7 1/54, 1/53) 1/43) 1/64 


| 73/1 | 80/5 | 90/9 | 81/10] 65/7 | 76/8 
8 | 44.92 | 45.80 | 45.77 | 47.50 | 47.31 | 45.92 
74| 1/73| 1/9 | 1/112] 1/83] 1/43| 1/8 


(| Weekly Wage 
VII. Building .. .. 4 | Working Hours 
Hourly Wage 


f Weekly Wage 75 
Working Hours | 45.5 
|| Hourly Wage iy) 


Weekly Wage 65/8 | 61/7 | 63/11) 62/9 | 63/1 | 56/2 | 63/7 
Working Hours | 48.50 | 48.15 | 48.79 | 48.50 | 48.46 | 49.80 | 48.47 
Hourly Wage 1/4 1/34} 1/33,. 1/34! 1/32) 1/14) 1/34 





VIII. Miningt 





IX. Rail & Tram Services 


SS 


| Weekly Wage | 59/4 | 57/— | 59/= | 55/2 | 62/9 | 50/4 | 58/1 
X. Other Land Transport 4 | Working Hours 54.89 | 52.78 52.67 | 49.45 | 48.00 | 53.00 | 53.09 
| Hourly Wage 1/1 1/1 1/14 1/13} 1/32|-/11$ | 1/1 


Weekly Wage || | 60/1 | 63/5 | 58/4 64/10 | 57/8 | 64/- | 61/- 
Working Hours aes ae ie ae ae wo Ae 
| Hourly Wage 





XI. Shipping, etc. 
ec 


(| Weekly Wage [55/10 | 53/— | 57/4 |53/11 | 56/3 | 56/2 | 55/4 
1 Working Hours os c = re a Perey 


XII. Pastoral, Agricultural 
: Hourly Wage A ie J Mtoe reskie Sey 4 | 


etc. 





(| Weekly Wage§ | 53/3 | 51/3 | 47/8 | 51/- | 60/1 | 43/6 | 52/2 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. i Working Hours | 57.43 | 57.05 | 59.25 | 54.70 | 55.53 | 58.00 | 47.22 
Hourly Wage —/11}, -/103| -—/94 -/114; 1/1 | -/9 | -/11 

| | | 


XIV. Miscellaneous Working Hours | 48.61 48.63 49.13 | 48.03 | 46.98 | 48.39 | 48.51 


| Weekly Wage | 60/1 | 58/6 (55/11 | 57/9 | 60/— | 54/2 | 58/8 
Hourly Wage 1/8 1/23) 1/13} 1/23; 1/33] 1/1%| 1/23 





AllGroups.. aa Weekly Wage 62/7 | 60/— | 61/2 | 59/8 | 65/5 | 57/6 | 61/5 
Weekly Wage 64/6 | 61/5 | 62/9 | 61/—- | 67/8 | 57/9 | 63/1 

All Groups excepting XI.< | WorkingHours 48.51 | 48.22 | 48.25 | 48.08 | 48.09 | 48.55 | 48.32 
andy xcn eee | Hourly Wage 1/4 | 1/34) 1/33) 1/34 1/5 1/24) 1/32 


* Hourly rates have been published as follows:—To 30th April, 1914 (Labour Report No 
5, pp. 49-50); to 31st March, 1915 (Labour Bulietin No 9, pp. 72-3); to 30th June, 1915 (Labour 
Bulletin, No. 10, pp. 175-6); to 30th September, 1915 (Labour Bulletin No. 11, pp. 264-5.); to 
31st December, 1915 (Labour Bulletin, No. 12, pp. 413-4); to 31st March, 1916 (Labour 
Bulletin No. 13, p.p. 81-2); to 30th June, 1916 (Labonr Bulletin No. 14. pp. 189-90) ; to 30th 
September, 1916, (Labour Bulletin No. 15, p.p. 299-300); and to 3lst December 1916 (Labour 
Report No. 7, pp. 423-4). 3 


+ Particulars relate to the Average Weighted weekly wage, working hours a 
respectively. { Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal Tne Sen aE 
State. || Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters, Officers, an d 
Engineers in the Merchant Marine Service, and include value of victualling and accommodation 
where provided, at 45s. per month, but does not include value of commission on bar sales to 
stewards. In the recent award for Masters and Officers on inter-State and intra-State merchant 
vessels, the annual value of victualling and accommodation, which was estimated in 1910 at 
£30, was computed to be £43 17s. 4 Average wage includes value of board and lodgin 
(estimated at 15s. per week) where provided. § See footnotes to Table on page 67. oa 

















Current Rates oF WaGzE, ETC. val 


(il.) Females.—On page 68 index-numbers are given, with respect to 
the relative average weekly rate of wage for adult female workers in each 
State; the corresponding index-numbers for the hourly rate, taking the 
average for the whole Commonwealth as base (= 1000), are as fol- 
lows :—New South Wales, 999 ; Victoria, 1011 ; Queensland, 932 ; South 
Australia, 894 ; Western Australia, 1342; and Tasmania, 963. 


Weighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage payable to Adult 
Female Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 31st March, 1917.* 





| &- |] | | He 
é o o : at Mil 
| eo be: ee ee ed oe 
Industrial Groups. | Particulars. +t gaps 2 3 | 3 Ss | Saé 
Se Q I o o | So 
= } o 

ee Ce ee < a Ho) eee 

| = |} <ain 





| | | 

25/10] 26/5 \ 20/9 | 23/3 | 21/3 | 24/9 | 25/6 
48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 

—/634) —/64} —/54 —/53| —/5%| —/63) —/64 
(| Weekly Wage 29/5 | 26/9 | 24/2 | 22/10) 35/11) 26/2 | 27/4 
Working Hours | 47.86 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 46.50 | 47.92 

Hourly Wage -/7| —/63, -/6 | —/5}| -/9 | —/63| —/6% 

| | 


Ill. Food, Drink, etc. Working Hours 


{| Weekly Wage 
Hourly Wage 


IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. 4 


‘Ss 



































{| Weekly Wage | 29/1 | 30/10) 25/7 | 27/9 | .. | 32/- | 29/8 
I. 11.V. &VI. All other Manu-{ | Working Hours | 47.17 | 47.90 | 47.43 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 47.59 
facturing _| Hourly Wage | —/73| —/73| -/64; -/7; .. | -/8| -/74 

: f Weekly Waget | 29/8 | 30/3 | 32/10) 29/3 | 42/5 | 32/8 | 31/8 

XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. Working Hours | 53:17 | 50.46 | 55.17 | 50.67 | 50.20 | 58.00 | 52.40 
|| Hourly Wage | -—/63| -/73| -/73| -/7 | -/103) -/62| -/72 

; | Weekly Wage | 28/9 | 33/4 | 28/9 | 28/3) .. | .. | 30/4 
geen a selstants, | Working Hours | 50.29 | 48.00 | 48.00 | 49.00) <: | 1. | 49.03 
NE |)Hourly Wage | | —/68|)—/82)/=/72| —/7 | =.) | .- -/7k 

















| Weekly Wage | 29/1 | 28/10) 27/5 | 25/9 |38/10 28/4 | 28/11 

All Groups oe | Working Hours | 49.44 | 48.32 | 49.84 | 48.76 | 49.08 | 49.83 | 48.98 

| Hourly Wage | -/7 -/7t} ~/63} —/64| —/94; —/6%, —/7 
* For details as to previous publications, see footnote to table on previous page. + The 
particulars relate to the Average Weighted weekly rates of wage, working hours and hourly wage, 
respectively. t The value of board and lolging (estimated at 15s. per week for Sydney, 


Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart, and at 14s. and 22s. per week for Melbourne and Perth res- 
pectively), is included where proviled, in order that the rate may be comparable with those paid 
in other industries. 


4. In the following table the weighted average nominal weekly 
rate of wage for adult workers (male and female separately), is shewn 
for each State and the Commonwealth, as at the 30th April, 1914, and 
approximately quarterly intervals to the 3lst March, 1917 :— 

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage Payable to Adult Workers 


for a Full Week’s Work in each State and Commonwealth, 30th April, 
1914, to 3lst March, 1917. 














| | 
Dates. N.S.W. Vic. | Q’land. | S.A. W.A. Tas. C’wlth. 
MALES. 

Rp Ge Sued: PCW aa ee ey eee s. d. 

30th April, 1914* .. 5 --| 55 9 54 3 52 8 | 54 4 | 62 2 | 52 6 55 1 
30th June, 1914 .. 45 Bell ata We 8 54 4 | 52 10 54 4 62) :9104) 525 7, 55 3 
30th September, 1914 .. aol es 4 54 7 53 4 | 54.5 62 10 | 52 8 55 6 
31st December, 1914* .. AO ee 54 7 BomeD ease OAL 0) 52 8 5b 7 
31st March, 1915* aS vel oO) S, 54 8 Do: A 54 3 63 1 52 9 55 7 
30th June, 1915* .. ae sci oo 8 54 8 53 4 54 3 63 1 | 52 9 55 (9 
20th September, 1915* .. Pol we) ot) 54 11 5S (8) ibd Ss 63, 1 | 52 9 56 0 
31st December, 1915* .. el | OES 5b 3 564 4 | 54 8 63 4 | 53 3 56 6 
31st March, 1916* oF Sele Ber z 56 7 55 | 55 8 63 4 53 9 57 3 
30th June, 1916* .. ae pee tigi eh he ea 56 5 | 56 1 63 4 | 54 4 ayia Wk 
30th September, 1916* .. aol ath ae BY) Bi bie |b6l 63 8 | 54 9 58 8 
31st December, 1916* .. Le | (Ges 58 10 GO ae 590 65:72. por? 8 60 8 
31st March, 1917 mC rit Le Semen 60 0 61 2 59 8 65 5 57 6 Gh 

















* See footnote on next page. 
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payable to Adult Workers 
Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wage paya ith, 30th April, 


for a Full Week’s Work in each State and Commonwea 
1914, to 31st March, 1917—cont. 











| | | » 
Date. N.S.W.| Vic. | g’land. | s.A. | W.A. | Tas. | C’wlth. 
FEMALES. [pee 3 
Vl, ee Bean 7 ie see din Re idan ees ead unas! id. s. d. sapar 8. d. 
30th April, 1914* .. Ag ..|26 9 |27 4 | 2611 | 24 1 | 87 4 | 25 10 “ Z 
30th June, 1914 .. - MAN ORCOWN hoz) Nae oi OM a4 MALO 1S a) Diao 10 ae 
30th September, 1914 .. .-| 26 10 2719, 26 11 Ot a 37 4 25 10 ae 5 
31st December, 1914* .. ..| 26 10 27 9 Park cil OYE TS Nil Ls 25 10 
31st March, 1915* “ Ge 265 10) 26.0 2s 2h} 24 10). 37.5) 26 See ara 
0th June, A9Ib* J. | s-, | 27 2 | Bend || 27, 2° |24 (0° | 87 5 126) 0 Sea 
30th September, 1915* .. Or & Ne | Oe li || BE Oar o 242 0 | 27 3 
31st December, 1y15* .. <a) 20 5 26 11 26 11 2462 |eoeon || 28 0 20 
31st March, 1916*.. a ee i Noes 4) 2a |G | 375 | 28 £27 
30th June, 1916* .. ais Som 7 | 27 a | Sen 624 16). 1-87 852 Sha eae 
30th September, 1016* 1.  ..|2711 | 28 2 |27 2 | 2410 | 87 5 | 27 9 | 28 Tf 
81st December, 1916* .. Seles te 8 5 (83 2410 | 38 10 28 3 98 5 
31st March, 1917 .. E 1/29 1 | 2810 | 27 5 | 25 9 | 8810 | 28 4 | 2841 








* Details have been published ag follows :—To 30th April, 1914 (Labour Report No. 5, DD. 
44-6); to 3lst December. 1914 (Labour Bulletin No. 8, pp. 256-8); to 3ist Mareh, 1915 (Labour 
Bulletin No. 9, pp. 63-71); to 30th June, 1915 (Labour Bulletin No. 10, pp. 170-6), to 30th 
September, 1915 (Labour Bulletin No, 11, pp. 264-5), to 31st December, 1915 (Labour 
Bulletin No. 12, pp. 413-15), to 31st March, 1916 (Labour Bulletin No. 13, pp. 82-3), to 80th 
June, 1916, (Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 190-1), and to 30th September, 1916 (Labour Bulletin 
No. 15, pp. 300-1) ; and to 31st December, 1916 (Labour Report No. 7, pp. 423-4). 


(i.) Adult Male Workers.—It will be seen that the weighted average 
nominal weekly rate of wage for adult male workers for the whole 
Commonwealth advanced during the period reviewed by 6s. 4d., 
or 11.5 per cent. Increases above the weighted average increase are 
shown for Queensland and New South Wales, being 8s. 6d., and 6s. 10d. 
respectively. In each of the other States the increase was below the 
average, being in Victoria 5s. 9d.; South Australia, 5s. 4d.; Tasmania, 
5s., and in Western Australia, 3s.3d. At the 30th April, 1914, the 
highest average rate of wage was 62s. 2d. in Western Australia, followed 
in the order named by New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria, 
Queensland and Tasmania. At the 3lst March, 1917, the positions of 
the States remained unaltered, with the exception that both Queensland 
and Victoria had displaced South Australia. 


(ii.) Adult Female Workers.—During the period covered by the table 
the weighted average nominal weekly rate of wage for adult female 
workers, for the whole Commonwealth, shews considerably less 
movement, being Is. 9d. per week only, or about 6.1 per cent. The 
greatest increase in any one State occurred in Tasmania, where the 
weighted average nominal weekly wage advanced from 25s. 10d. to 
28s. 4d., equal to 9.7 per cent. This was due to substantial increases 
being awarded to workers in the jam and fruit preserving, bootmaking 
clothing and other manufacturing industries. New South Wales Sout 
Australia and Victoria are the only other States in which any appreciable 
increase is shewn, the amount of which is in New South Wales, 2s. 4d. 
or 8.7 per cent.; South Australia, 1s. 8d., or 6.9 per cent.: Victoria. 1s éd., 
or 5.0 per cent.; Western Australia, ls. 6d., or 4 per cent.; and Quesae 
land, 6d., or 1.9 per cent. The decrease of 5d. in Victoria, between the 
30th April, 1914, and the end of 1915, was brought about by the reduction 
on appeal, of the minimum rates of wage to female clerks and 
stenographers. 
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5. Weighted Average Weekly and Hourly Wage Index-Numbers 
by States, 30th April, 1914, to 3ist March, 1917.—In Labour Report 
No. 6, page 64, attention was drawn to the steady diminution in 
the number of working hours which constitute a full weeks work,* 
mainly in male occupations, which is being effected by awards, determina- 
tions and agreements, and its influence on the weighted average hourly 
rate of wage in contrast with the movement in the weekly rate 
of wage in each State. For the purpose of demonstrating the extent 
of this influence in each State and for the Commonwealth, the 
weighted average rates of weekly and hourly wage respectively, at the 
30th April, 1914, and at approximately half-yearly intervals to the 31st 
March, 1917, are expressed in the following tables, in the form of 
index-numbers based on the respective relative weighted averages for 
the Commonwealth at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1000). 


Index-Numbers for Weekly and Hourly Weighted Average Rates of Wage, 
30th April, 1914, 31st December, 1914, and at Half-yearly Periods to 31st 
March, 1917. 

Notrre.—Weighted Average for the Commonwealth at 30th April, 1914, 7.e., 
55s. Id. per week, and 13.96d. per hour in male occupations, and 27s. 2d. per 
week, and 6. 64d. per hour in 1 female occupations respectively, as 3 base (=1000). 
































Particulars. + N.S.W. | Vic. | Q7Id. | S.A. WAL Tas. C’wlth 
ADULT Mate WORKERS. 
30th April, |) Weekly Wage... 1,011) 984 | 955) 986 |1,128 | 952 | 1,000 
1914, J Hourly Wage ..| 998 | 980 963 | 991 | 1,170 933 1,000 
3lst Dec., Weekly Wage ..| 1,019 990 969 988 | 1,140 956 | 1,008 
1914. } Hourly Wage . Al 1,010 990 985 993 | 1,173 936 | 1,009 
30th June Weekly Wage ..| 1,028 992 967 984 | 1,145 957 | 1,012 
1915. ) Hourly Wage ..| 1,024 994 981 996 | 1,179 939 | 1,016 
31st Dec., () Weekly Wage ..| 1,044 1,002 986 992 | 1,149 965 | 1,023 
1915. Jj Hourly Wage ..| 1,039 | 1,006 | 1,008 1,001 | 1,182 946 | 1,030 
30th June, >) Weekly Wage ..| 1,069 | 1,035 1,024 | 1,018 | 1,149 986 | 1,051 
1916. J Hourly Wage ..| 1,074 | 1,046 | 1,042 1,032 | 1,183 976 | 1,063 
3lst Dec., Weekly Wage ..| 1,123 | 1,067 1,095 | 1,071 | 1,182 | 1,034 | 1,100 
1916. Hourly Wage ..| 1,127 | 1, ,074 | 1,097 |1,075 | 1,206 j 1,011 | 1,105 
3lst March, } Weekly Wage ..} 1,136 |1,089 | 1,110 | 1,083 1,186 | 1,044 {1,115 
1917. | Hourly Wage ..| 1,143 | 1,092 [1,117 | 1,092 | 1,212 | 1,023 | 1,126 
| | | | 
ADULT FEMALE WORKERS. 

30th April, ) Weekly Wage .. 984 /1,006 | 989 | 885 | 1,373 | 950 1,000 
1914. ) soe Wage .., 980 /1,021 | 976 | 881 | 1,386, 920 | 1,000 
3lst Dec., Weekly Wage ..| 987 }1,022 | 996 | 885 |1,373 | 950 | 1,008 
1914. Jens Wage .. 983 1,035 | 983 881 | 1,364 | 920 | 1,009 
30th June, ) Weekly Wage .. 998 | 989 | 999) 883 |1,376 | 964 | 1,000 
1915.. ] Hourly Wage .. 994 |1,003 | 985 880 | 1,357 934 | 1,000 
31st Dec., ‘Weekly Wage .. 1,007] 990 990, 901 | 1,376 | 1,031 | 1,005 
1915. ] Hourly Wage --| 1,002 |1,005 | 976 | 898 | 1,357 1,011 1,006 
30th June, } Weekly Wage ..| 1,013 |1,027 | 991 | 902 | 1,376 | 1,019 | 1,021 
1916. } Hourly Wage ..| 1,009 | 1,042 | Or | 898 | 1,378 986 | 1,023 
31st Dec., Weekly Wage ... 1,05) |1,047 | 1,004 | 915 1,429 | 1,041 | 1,047 
1916. ] Hourly Wage ..| 1044 | 1063 991 | 916 1,431 1,027 | 1,048 
3lst March, ) Weekly Wage ..| 1,072 |1,061 |1,009 | 947 |1,430 1,042 | 1,064 
1917. \eieee Wage ..| 1,065 |1,078 | 994 | 953 | 1,431 | 1,027 | 1,066 











* This phase of industrial economics is at present being investigated, and results obtained 
by the inquiry will be published at a later date. 
+ Particulars relate to the weekly and hourly rates of wage, as set out on pages 70 and 71. 


74. CuRRENT Rates OF WAGES. 


It may be observed from the table on the preceding page relating to 
male occupations, that the weighted average nominal weekly rate of wage 
for the Commonwealth, increased between the periods specified to the 
extent of 11.5 per cent., whereas the computed hourly rate of wage in- 
creased to the extent of 12.6 per cent., the difference, 1.1 per cent., being 
due to the relatively shorter hours comprising a full week’s work at the 
different periods. This feature is common in varying degrees to each of 
the States with the exception of Tasmania. In Western Australia, owing 
to a more definite interpretation of an award for employees in hotels, 
restaurants and other catering establishments, a slight increase is shewn 
in the weighted average number of hours which constitute a full week’s 
work, and this difference is reflected in its operation on the hourly rate 
of wage. ; 


The rate of progression in this movement has been largely in fluenced 
by the introduction in the Eastern States of the Commonwealth of a 44- 
hour week (five and a half working days of 8 hours each) in lieu of 48 hours 
(five days of 83 hours each, and one of 4} hours) in some of the building 
trades, and the recent reduction of working hours in the mining industry. 


The weighted average working hours per week* in each of the States 
is now less than 49, and is steadily approaching the recognised 48-hour 
level. 


With regard to female occupations, it may be seen that (apart from 
the effect of the adjustment of working hours in the hotel, etc., industry 
in Western Australia, already mentioned) the weekly and hourly rates of 
wage have increased in practically equal ratios, indicating little move- 
ment in the weekly hours of labour. 





* Vide table on page 70. The computations cover all industrial classes, with the exception 
of classes XI. and XII. (Shipping and Pastoral, Agricultural, etc., respectively), in which hours 
of labour have not generally been fixed by any industrial tribunal. 
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SECTION VIJII—OPERATIONS UNDER ARBITRATION AND 
WAGES BOARDS ACTS. 


1. General.—tIn the quarterly Labour Bulletin for the fourth 
quarter of the year 1914, and in each subsequent issue of that publication, 
comparative statements have been included setting out particulars re- 
lating to operations (effected during each contemporary quarter) under 
the Commonwealth Arbitration Acts. the State Arbitration Court and 
the Wages Boards Acts ; also of the total number of Boards authorised, 
constituted and in existence ; and of awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements, etc., in force at the end of each consecutive period. In the 
later numbers a brief review has also been furnished respecting new 
legislation of an industrial character, information respecting noteworthy 
pronouncements or procedure by industrial tribunals, and any special 
application or conditions of the terms of awards or determinations. 
Owing to considerable diversity in procedure with respect to the 
gazettal of minor variations of subsisting awards and determinations, 
made in each State and under the Commonwealth Arbitration Acts, 
operations of that character, although numerous, are not specifically 
recorded. Particulars are also included of the estimated number of 
workpeople in each State whose employment is regulated by the terms of 
awards, determinations and industrial agreements filed under State 
Acts. These estimates were compiled prior to the advent of the war, 
and have not, for want of material information, been revised, and allow- 
ance made for enlistments in the Defence Forces. 


2. Boards Authorised and Awards, Determinations and Industrial 
Agreements made and in Foree.—In this sub-section particulars are set 
out in tabular form for each State and under the Commonwealth Arbitra- 
tion Acts respectively of (2) The number of awards and determinations 
made and industrial agreements filed during the quarter ended 31st 
March, 1917, and the four immediately preceding quarters; (6) The 
total number of Boards authorised and constituted, and of awards, 
determinations and industrial agreements in force at the 3lst March, 
1917 ; and (c) The aggregate number of Boards, awards, etc., respectively 
at 3lst December, 1913, and at approximately quarterly intervals to 
3lst March, 1917. 


76 OPERATIONS UNDER ARBITRATION AND WaAGES BOARDS Acts. 


Awards and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed, 1st January, 
1916, to 31st March, 1917. 





























| 
| ert Ui == E dle Ie 
| Ist Quarter. 2nd Quarter.| 3rd Quarter. | 4th Quarter. | 1st Quarter. 
State, etc. [SS SSS APSvVGeeEweloical = 
se) 2 \se8| 2 lee) 2 Stele eee laae 
ns o goin Om | wee | ta | 2g ko} 
gee| sz lS eS loss] Se lsaa| do 
Be,| os =) || 2 f= \552| $2 |s8a| Sz 
cog a) Fy |e Ce |Eeees HR | pe oe 
aB5| 2 JEes| # |k25| 2 |£88| 3 
AGA) a |< =f ES tn || =| < 
N.S. Wales ee a8 7 | 53 | ad | pee te ee.) ee cure ee 
Victoria oe ue avail) tot Pe 21 Bel alts) oe | ash -. | 12 5 
Queensland a8 Prelate 2 26 27 | 18 8) | 14 | o | 13 
8. Australia ot Soll tee) 3 i Pa |) AG) fetes ‘ 1 oa 
W. Australia “3 salt = 8 2 6 Bi Gl 3 4 5 o 
Tasmania .. ‘ ae Oe ters 7 Nec sa le ih eels o 65% 
Commonwealth Wee 2 Soil (heigl gaat | eb | 6) aa | 1 | 65 
Toran Jol) Val 8t slliuie: jaa, ip aoigl\ tomtiaaao jetto’ || 86) | (68 ae 
| J } | 














* Including 55 separate agreements made between the Australian Saddlery and Leather 
Workers Trades Employees’ Federation and various employers. 


It will be seen from the above table that during the period reviewed 
the number of awards made in New South Wales were in excess of those 
for any other State. The number of awards and determinations made in 
Victoria, Queensland and South Australia was slightly higher than in the 
preceding quarter. In New South Wales, the number of awards made 
shews a considerable reduction. One award was made by the Common- 
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court during the pericd under review. 


A general brief review is here given respecting new legislation (if 
any), and other noteworthy incidents in each State relating to the work 
of Industrial Courts, Wages Boards, and other tribunals appointed to 
regulate wages and working conditions. 


(i.) New South Wales——Industrial Boards were authorised and con- 
stituted in this State for “ all persons employed in or in connection with 
the manufacture, packing, or © putting up’ of vinegar, blue, pickles, 
sauce and wet condiments in the County of Cumberland,” and for “ all 
persons employed in or in connection with the preparation for and pack- 
ing of tea in packages in the County of Cumberland.’ Awards made 
during the three months numbered 35, of which the following were made 
for the first time in connection with the industry specified, viz., ambul- 
ance employees and bag and sack repairers. Fourteen industrial agree- 
ments were filed during the quarter. 


Two additional judges of the Court of Industrial Arbitration were 
appointed in this State during February. The appointments were made 
in accordance with the provisions of the Industrial Arbitration (Amend- 
ment) Act 1916. 


An application for the cancellation of the registration as an Industrial 
Union of the Australasian Meat Industry Employees’ Union (New 
South Wales Branch) was made to the Court by the Minister in J. anuary, 
and an order absolute for cancellation was made on the 19th February. 
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The case for the application for the cancellation was that the Union had 
been concerned in a strike by shop employees and was threatening 
strikes against certain wholesale butchers. Summonses issued by the 
Court at the instance of the Minister against the same union and the 
secretary for offences against Sections 47 and 45 respectively were also 
before the Court during February. - Both respondents were convicted, 
the Court imposing upon the union a penalty of £1000, and upon the 
secretary a penalty of £50. 


(ii.) Victoria.—A Wages Board for ‘“ Hospital Attendants’ was 
authorised and constituted in this State during January. Sixteen 
determinations were made by Wages Boards during the quarter, and the 
Court of Industrial Appeals issued judgments regarding the appeals 
against the determinations of the Commercial Clerks and Quarrymen’s 
Boards. A Court of Industrial Appeal was constituted to hear the appeal 
against the determination of the Stonecutters’ Board. 


A Railways Classification Board was appointed in this State during 
March. The Board consisted of three members selected by the Railway 
Commissioners, and two elected by the staff. One of the representatives 
selected by the Commissioners was appointed chairman. The function 
of the Board was to submit recommendations to the Commissioners 
respecting the rates of salary or wages to be paid in each grade of the 
service, and ‘such other questions affecting working conditions as may be 
referred to it. Considerable dissatisfaction existed in the service at the 
appointment of the Board, as certain sections of the staff were in favour 
of the constitution of independent industrial boards for railway employees. 
The result of the Classification Board’s enquiry as to the basic wage for 
railway employees will be furnished in the next issue of the Labour 
Bulletin. 


(iii.) Queensland.—In this State fifteen awards were made, and three 
industrial agreements were filed during the quarter under review. The 
Industrial Arbitration Act 1916 came into operation in January, and all 
Boards (with the exception of two Boards which had matters pending or 
partly heard) appointed under the provisions of the Industrial Peace Act 
1912 were dissolved (see section 38 of the new Act). The two Boards 
which had not been dissolved at the 31st March were the Brisbane Bread 
and Pastry Cooking Trade Board and the Musical Instrument Makers’ 
Board. 


(iv.) South Australia——The determination of the Agricultural 
Machinery and Implement Makers’ Board was quashed by the Industrial 
Court in January, and the operation of the determination of the Hair- 
dressers’ Board was suspended during the same month. Thirteen 
awards and determinations were made by the Industrial Court and Wages 
Boards during the quarter. 





(v.) Other States.—In Western Australia and Tasmania the Industrial 
Court and Wages Boards were not active during the quarter under review. 
In Tasmania an Act to amend the “ Wages Board Act 1910” was 
enacted on the 23rd February, 1917. Section 4 of the principal Act was 
amended by extending the meaning of the term “ apprentice” by adding 
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the words, “‘ or any person who, unable by reason of his age to complete 
his term of apprenticeship before reaching the age of tewnty-one years, 
had obtained a licence from the Minister to be indentured.’ 


Section 5 ( Appointment of Wages Boards) was amended by the ad- 
dition of provisions regarding the dissolution of Boards, the period of 
office for which members of Boards were appointed, and the appointment 
by the Governor of new Boards to take the place of Boards which have been 
dissolved. 


Section 9 (Constitution of Board) was amended in so far as the quali- 
fications of representatives of employers and employees appointed on 
Boards were concerned. 


Section 14 ( Appointment of Chairman) was repealed and re-enacted. 
Provision was made amongst others that the Chairman of every Board 
shall be appointed by the Governor by proclamation, and shall be a person 
holding the office of Police Magistrate. The same person may be appointed 
Chairman of any number of Boards. 


Section 20 (Objects and Duties of Boards) was amended and added 
to. Special clauses regarding the limitation of apprentices were inserted. 


Other sections which were either repealed, amended or added to 
were :—NSections 22 (Principles of Determination by Boards) ; 23 (Special 
Provisions for Apprentices); 30 (Duration and Publication of Deter- 
minations) ; 43 (Penalty for not paying Wages fixed). Sections 44, 56, 
57, 62 and 64 were also amended. 


(vi.) Commonwealth.—One award regulating the wages and working 
conditions of glassfounders was made by the Commonwealth Court of 
Conciliation and Arbitration during the quarter. Sixty-five industrial 
agreements were filed during the same period. Of this number fifty-five 
were agreements regulating the wages and working conditions of saddlers 
and leather workers in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and 
South Australia. Storemen and packers, smelters, waterside workers, 
hairdressers, tramway employees, clothing employees engaged in manu- 
facturing garments for the Defence Department, marine engineers and 
bacon curers filed agreements under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act during the three months under review. 


The War Precautions Coal Board, appointed in November last to 
regulate the wages and working conditions of employees in the coal- 
mining industry, issued a number of orders during January, February and 
March. Order No. 4 dealt with matters concerning the Muswellbrook, 
Curlewis, Gunnedah and Rosedale Collieries in New South Wales: Order 
No. 5 regulated certain working conditions at the South Clifton and South 
Clifton New Tunnel Collieries ; Order No. 6 provided for the price to be 
charged for gas by certain gas companies in Sydney ; Order No. 7 pro- 
vided for an increase in the price of refined oils supplied by John Fell & 
Company, Newnes and Sydney ; Order No. 8 agreed to the terms of an 
agreement regarding working conditions between the Australasian Coal 
and Shale Employees’ Federation and the proprietors of the Rosedale, 
Muswellbrook, Curlewis & Gunnedah Coal Mines: Order No. 9 dealt 
with the price to be charged for refined oils supplied by John Fell & 
Company, Newnes and Sydney, and Order No. 10, issued on the 28th 
March, regulated the wages and working conditions of coal miners in 
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Western Australia. A clause in this Order provided that the terms and 
conditions of employment set out in the Order should be registered as an 
industrial agreement in the Arbitration Court of Western Australia, so 
that the compliance with the said terms and conditions may be enforced 
by that Court. 


The following tabular statement gives particulars of operations 
under the various Acts, as recorded up to and at the 3lst March, 
1917 :— 


Boards Authorised and Constituted, Awards, Determinations and Agreements in 
Force, 31st March, 1917. 





———— a | i 
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Particulars. \C’wlth| N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’ld. | S.A.| W.A.| Tas. | Total. 





Boards Authorised, Constituted,andin Force | | 























Number of Boards authorised Ba sella. | e288 147 72 57 | 33 | 475 
ss if constituted .. Ae Be || F236 abe ee 2) 55 32 | 470 
a e in existence .. Mila see || 28286 145 42 55 | SE Lae 
| | 
. Boards Constituted which have made Awards | | 
or Determinations— | | | 
Number of Boards which had made or, | | | 
varied awards or deter-, | | | 
minations ss i) aula 138 T97 | 49 steal 31 529 
a3 os which had not made any | | | 
award ordetermination| .. | 22 7 2 | S6z), m4. i 38 
. Number of Awards and Determinations in| | | 
Forcet .. AG ore a ait 37 269 142 120 | 63 | 60 31 722 
| | | | 
. Scopeof State Awards and Determinations— | | | | | 
Number applying to the whole State call om |) 13 | 16 Soe rs 23 | 60 
- Be Metropolitan area only .. 79 1 34 | 56 33 2 205 
et A Metropolitan and | } 
Country towns ..| .. 53 115 20 | 5 6 201 
5 A Country areas | 124 10 58 | 5 22 ake 219 
. Number of Commonwealth Awards in Force | | | 
in each State ae BC é ‘| 29 | 30 21 26 16 22 
Industrial Agreements in Force .. ..| 439 78 | ea 60 16| 73 a6 666 
. Number of Commonwealth tan in | | 
Force in each State fil |. 133 271 45 | 48 37 39 
. Number of Persons working under State) | | 
Awards, Determinations and Industrial, | 
Agreements (estimated)** .. Ss 2 | .. |260, 5008) 150,000) 90,000 25,000) 32,000! 12,000) 569,000: 
! 
* Excluding Special Demarcation Boards. + All Boards (with the exception of those which 


had matters pending or partly heard) appointed under the Industrial Peace Act 1912 were dissolved 
on the 12th January, 1917, when the Industrial Arbitration Act 1916 came into force. Two Boards, 
constituted under the Industrial Peace Act 1912, had not been dissolved at the 3lst March, 1917. The 
number of Boards (97), shewn aS having made determinations, have been dissolved. t Including 
awards made by Industrial Courts. § Four of these Boards have not made determinations, but the 
Industrial Court has made four Orders covering the occupations for which such Boards were authorised. 
The other two Boards have made determinations which have been quashed by the Industrial Court. 
** Not including any allowance for persons who have enlisted in the A.J.F. 


It may be observed that in New South Wales and Victoria the number 
of awards in force are in excess of the number of Boards which had made 
awards. In explanation it may be mentioned that several Boards in 
New South Wales and one Board in Victoria (Furniture) have made 
separate awards for different branches of an industry, or to operate in 
different districts for the same industry. In Queensland and in South 
Australia the difference is due to the inclusion of awards made by the 
Industrial Court on submissions relating to industries either not under a 
Board or for which a Board has failed to made a determination. 


As regards the territorial scope of awards and determinations made 
by the industrial tribunal in each State, it will be seen that 60 apply to 
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the whole of a State, 205 to one of the metropolitan areas, 201 to metro- 
politan and country areas, and the remaining 219 apply to country areas 
only.* 


The total number of industrial agreements in force was 666. Of this 
number, 439 were filed under section 24 or Part VI. respectively, of the 
Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act. The total number 
of awards, determinations, and industrial agreements in force under the 
various Acts at the 3lst March, 1917, was 1388, comprising 722 awards 
and determinations and 666 industrial agreements. 

Particulars of Boards and of Awards, Determinations and Industrial Agreements in 


Force at 31st December, 1913, and at Approximately Quarterly Periods to 
3lst March, 1917. 











Boards | 
which Awards |Industrial 
Boards Boards | Boards had made | or Agree- 
Dates. Author- Con- in Ex- Awards or Deter- ments 
ised. stituted. | istence. | Deter- ‘minations | in Force. 
minations in Forcet 

3lst Dee., 1913* | 504 501 484 387|| | 575§ 401 
30th April, 1914* 525 509 | 492 | 422|| 575 415 
30th June, 1914* 537 D2o) ||| 504 | 457|| | 584 429 
30th Sept., 1914* 549 539 517 474 599 409 
3lst Dec., 1914* OR) 544 522 | 478 | 576t 369 
31st March, 1915* 560 551 526 486 — 589} BY) Il 
30th June, 1915* 568 |. 557 | 532 495 638 481] 
30th Sept., 1915* 582 570 | 536 | 495 | 644 498 
31st Dec., 1915 * 573] | 5549 | 546 | 498 | 663 546 
31st March, 1916* 580 558 542 | 495 651 553 
30th June, 1916* | 589 | 571 555 | 512 | (Nits) || 581 
30th Sept., 1916* | 591 | 573 Ris; || 519 | 683 596 
3st Dec., 1916 * | 594 | 572 554 | 525001 706 609 
3lst March, 1917 | AT5**| 470** ZETA 5297 Tere? 665 














* For details of operations during each quarter, see previous issues of the Labour Bulletin. 

t Including awards made by Arbitration Courts. 

} Owing to certain restrictions being imposed on the operations ‘of Industrial Boards in each 
State, a number of awards which expired in New South Wales during these periods were not immedi- 
ately reviewed. 

§ Excluding awards or determinations which expired in New South Wales (under the Act of 
1908) on 31st December, 1913. 

|| Owing to a number of Awards made under the N.S.W. Industrial Disputes Act (1908) being 
still in force, the Boards constituted for such industries under the Industrial Arbitration Act (1912) 
had not made any awards. 

x tees ee with respect to re-authorisation of Boards in New South Wales, Labour Bulletin 
0. 12, p. 47. 

** Reduction in the number of Boards authorised, constituted, and in existence i e 
dissolution of all Boards appointed under the Queensland Industrial Peace Act 1912. sidueae 

++ Including 97 Boards appointed under the Queensland Industrial Peace Act 1912. These 
Boards had made Determinations, but were dissolved in January, 1917, under the provisions of the 
Industrial Arbitration Act 1916. 


From the above table it may be observed that considerable expansion 
of the principle of the fixation of a prescribed minimum wage has de- 
veloped within the Commonwealth. Within the period reviewed, 147 
additional awards or determinations and 265 additional industrial agree- 
ments have come into force. 





* In New South Wales awards applying to County Cumberland are inch i 
out for the metropolitan area; those applying to the metropolitan area and to the Whole yas ey 
cluding the County of Yancowinna, Newcastle, are included in the number set out for the metropolitan 
and county areas; while those applying to County Northumberland and the State excluding the 
Metropolitan Area are includedin the number set out for country areas. In Victoria the majority 
of determinations apply to the Metropolitan area as defined by the Factories and Shops hes and 
to all cities and towns, and the boronghs of Eaglehawk, Geelong West, Newtown and Ghilwell and 
Sebastopol. In Queensland awards applying to the South Eastern Division, including Brisbane, are 


shewn as applying to metropolitan and country towns. In Tasmania the m - ‘ 
+o Hobart only. etropolitan area refers 
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SECTION 1X.—ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS. 


1. General.—tIn the following table, particulars are given of the 
total number of immigrants, the cost of whose passage was wholly or 
partly defrayed by the State Governments, up to the end of the year 
1909, and the number arriving during each year since that date :— 


Commonwealth.—Number of Assisted, Selected, or Nominated Immigrants. 








Particulars. To end | 1910, | 1911.| 1912.| 1913.| 1914.| 1915.| 1916,| 1917. | Total, 
‘of 1909-, | 
| | ist Qr. 
ease ees 
No. of Immigrants .. | 669,885 16,781) 39,798 46,712 $7,445 20,805 5,796 1,397 | 


375 | 838,992 





During the seven vears 1910 to 1916, the average number of assisted 
immigrants was 6026 per quarter, and in 1916, 349 per quarter. The 
number of assisted immigrants arriving during the first quarter of 1917 
was 375, and during the last quarter of 1916, 190; hence the number 
arriving during the first quarter of 1917 was 93.8 per cent. lower than the 
average for the seven years 1910 to 1916, 7.4 per cent. higher than the 
average for 1916, and 97.4 per cent. higher than the number arriving 
during the last quarter of 1916. 


2. The following table shews the number of selected and nominated 
immigrants arriving in each State during the first quarter of the year 
1917 :— 


Assisted Immigrants.—Number Arriving in each State, January to March, 1917. 














| : | 
Particulars. N-S.W. | — Vic. Q land. S.A. W.A. Tas. | C wlth. 
I. = 
Selected — 
Males ars 8 | Doe 9 22 
Females .. 3 | Lies 22 
Nominated— yl | | 
Males = 48 | 24 | 14 | ns Oval et. | 91 
Females .. 107 | 44 | 46 | a Zi | 2 220 
Total .. GCM WEIE GO |e SIh on |) 26 | Se lease 
| | | | } | 





During the first quarter of 1917, there arrived in Australia 185 more 
assisted immigrants than during the previous quarter, New South Wales 
shewing an increase of 57, Victoria of 32, Queensland of 91, and Western 
Australia 11, while Tasmania shewed a decrease of 6. 


3. The following table gives particulars of assisted immigrants, 
of each sex, classified according to industrial groups, dependants being 
specified separately :— 
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Assisted Immigrants.—Classified according to Sex and Industrial Group, 
January to March, 1917. 
| si | 
Industry. Males. Hose Industry. Males. | Females. 
ey | | 
I. Wood, Timber, Furni- IX. Rail and Tramway 
ture, etc. Services .. 
II. Engineering, Metals, etc. | X. Other Land Transport 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, ae a Spippine: Wharf an 
etc. oe AA ea our, etc 5 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, 
etc. oe oc 1 9 | Rural, etc. 7 0 
V. Books, Printing, Bind: | XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. 55 84 
ing, etc. . 2 : | “XIV. General Labour and | 
VI. Other Manufacturing — ae it Miscellaneous 8 20 
VII, Building 2 5 Adults 6 13 86 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. | Dependants | Children under 
| 12 years 72 61 
TOTAL 60 a6 jp tllB3 262 
* Including 6 ‘‘ Dreadnought Farm Boys’’ arriving in New South Wales. 
Out of the total number of assisted immigrants, the larger percentage, 
viz., 69.9, were females. The number of children under 12 years of age 


was 35.5 per cent. of the whole number. 


(Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 


Victoria, 27 


As regards males, the number of dependants was 85, or 75.2 per cent. 
of the whole, while 17, or 15.0 per cent. of the total, were in Group XII. 
Of these agricultural immigrants, 8 arrived 
in New South Wales, 4 in Victoria, and 5 in Queensland. Of the 262 
female immigrants, 147, or 56.1 per cent., were dependants, and 84, or 
32.1 per cent., were in Group XIII. (Domestic, Hotels, etc.), and of these, 
34 were selected and 50 nominated. The number of females in Group 
XIII. who arrived in the various States were :—New South Wales, 26; 


Queensland, 26 and Western Australia, 5. 


State FREE EMPLOYMENT BuREAUX. 83 


SECTION X.—STATE FREE EMPLOYMENT BUREAUX. 


1. General.—In the following paragraphs, particulars are given of 
the operations of the various State Labour Bureaux. In Labour 
Report No. 6 (page 130), attention was drawn to the fact that the 
systems adopted in the various States for the registration of applications 
for work and from employers are not uniform, and that the comparisons 
which can be drawn from the figures shewing the results of the opera- 
tions of these Bureaux are subject to certain limitations. 


2. The following table shews the total number of applications for 
employment and from employers, and the number of positions filled 
during the years 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916, and the first quarter of 
TOUT 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Applications for Employment and from Employers, 
and Positions Filled in the Commonwealth, during the Years 1913, 1914, 
1915, 1916, and the First Quarter of 1917. 





Applications for Applications from 























| Employment. Employers. 
Wess 3 | 5 | Posi- 
Year. Qe, 2s 2 Se tions 
See] Se | Total. |A- Sry Total hone 
See| 32 S35e| 32 | 
Bo eons eee | 
a | = 
OWS. ae a0 ..| 2,520] 81,356) &3,876| *321\*26,103)*26,424) 35,312 
HON4. i J25 ..| 2,326} 100,917 103,243) *1,017|*29, 223)*30,240| 37,365 
1915 .. s. "| 9,075 | 102,264 111.339 +370,+20,900 $21,270 39,069 
HOVG) 2. ae Exe ..| 7,345 | 85,349) 92,694! T1,758)/73 4,982)+36,740|/42,384 
1917—Ist Quarter .. 5,487| 19,920, 25,407/ +994) $7,059) jsp 9,857 








* Exclusive of Victoria and South Australia, for which States particulars are not available. 
+ Exclusive of Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. 


During the first quarter of 1917, out of every 1000 applications 388 
obtained work, as against 400 for the preceding quarter, 457 in 1916, 
351 in 1915, 361 in 1914, and 42} in 1913. 


3. The following table shews the number of applications for em- 
ployment and from employers, and the number of positions filled in 
each State during the first quarter of 1917. It will be seen that the 
total number of applications for employment was 25,407, as against 
24,002 for the preceding quarter, an increase of 5.9 per cent. ; and the 
number of positions filled 9,857, as against 9,598, an increase of 2.7 per 
cent. 
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Nene d from 
State Free Employment Bureaux.—Applications for Employment an 
Employers, and Positions Filled in different States, Janvary to March, 1917. 


























| Applications for | Applications from 
Employment. | Employers. = 
i ieee allie ee eno : 
eo | 2 Hines eset Sr Posi- 
entice ssi] ates 12Sen| SS | tions 
State. 2 ges, $5 5 nas | 2s | filled. 
Agee | 3° Total. |=sae| 39 Total. 
saee) ow \Gmads| go 
Coste! ms geF | ae 
ae 5 aa) } 
Ks) oe 
| | | 
New South Wale SS MLEE | NG 4,104 | 4,104) 11} 2,772] 2,883 | 2,538* 
Victoria ae me ae 1,850 | 3,949 | 5,799 | te it t 1,011. 
Queensland is 3,165 | 7,411 | 10,576 | 883 | 4,278 5,161 3,706* 
South Australia .. B03; |e, 5229 |e 239255) i een t 1,302 
Western Australia 69 | 1,920] 1,989 | tT T it 1,291 
Tasmania .. a q 14 Las} ie 9 9 
Commonwealth | 5,487 | 19,920 | 25,407 | 994] 7,059 | 8,053 | 9,857 
| | i 





* Including persons who received advances of travelling expenses from the Labour Bureau, but 
who were not directly engaged through the medium of that institution. + Not available. 
4. The following table furnishes particulars for the first quarter 
of 1917 of the operations of the Free Labour Bureaux, classified according 
to industrial groups :-— 
State Free Employment Bureaux.—Applications for Employment and from Em- 


ployers, and Positions Filled in different Industrial Occupations, January to 
March, 1917. 








Applications for §§ Applications from 























{ 
| 
Employment. | Employers. 
ar = ones z Posi- 
Sage hares or a eee wel Ti tions 
Industrial Group. é sr wg 3 e | q | 2 42S) a8 filled. || 
Beda | aS | Total |=haa Se 
e4e2 © ep | Boe 3} Sar | Total. | 
1S stag Za | ory Me) Ae | 
rag 5 Witesie! 43 | 
DP Ite pe ee? LAA ro a { 
j | 
I. Wood, Furniture, Saw- | | 
mill, Timber Workers, | | | 
ete. He 5a] 421; 971) 1,392) 16 331 347 391 
II. Engineering, Metal | | | 
Works, etc.* ell 410) 967| 1,377] 28} 101 129 134 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, | | | | | 
Stet emia tact) tie | 51} 121} 172 71 43) 50) (Mam 
IV. Clothing,Hats, Boots,ete. | 5) 13) 80 24 139 163, 60 
V. Books, Printing, etc. 35] 61) 96 5 Ds 25 29, 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. a | 49) 49 30) 6 36 31 
VII. Building oe att 261) 2,144) 2,405 2} 425] 427 503 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. | 41) 323 364 164 164 a7 
IX. Rail and Tram Servicesf | 699) 3,711] 4,410 1,529) 1,529) 2,654 
X. Other Land Transport | | 48] AQ oe ile 1|S as 
XI. Shipping, Wharf Labour, | | | 
Gila, 0 oi ecal| | 8 12 
XI. Pastoral, Agricultural, | 
Rural, ete.t .. 23 944, 2,133) 3,077/ 189} 789| 978] 1,396 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, ete. 264) 2,655) 2,919) 293] 1,959] 2.959] 2021 
XIV. General Labour and saan 
Miscellaneous.§ 23283 6,654) 8,937 405) 1,547| 1,952) 2,492 
| 
Tora 5,487) 19,920 25.407| 994) 7,059] 8,053] 9,857 

















* Including railway and tramway workshops. {~ Excluding railway 
but including construction and maintenance of permanent way 1 
cultural, viticultural and gardening. 


and tramway 
c I 1 and works. 
§ Excluding railway and tramway 


workshops 
t Including horti- 
employees and labourers 


employed on railway and tramway construction and maintenance. 


South Wales who received advances of travelling expenses from the L: 


not directly engaged through the medium of that institution. 
** Tnclusive of Western Australia. 
Australia. 


§§ Exclusive of Victori: 


q 


|| Including persons in New 
abour Bureau, but who were 
xclusive of Western Australia. 
a, South Australia and Western 
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In each group, the number of applicants for work was greater than 
the number of positions vacant. The following table shews the number 
of positions filled for every 1000 applications for work in the seven groups 
in which the number of applications exceeded 1000, for the fourth quarter 
of 1916, and the first quarter of 1917 :— 


| No. of Positions Filled 





for every 1,000 
Applications. 





Industrial Group. 


‘October to January to 
\December, | March, 





| TOUS = | eI 

I. Wood, Furniture, ete. oe Hi a ore | 257 281 

IT. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 3% 5 cc |} 2a | 97 
VII. Building ae nee ee ae x yo. || 357 209 
IX. Rail and Tram Services xt ors ee ws 710 602 
XII. Pastoral, Rural, ete. ae ae bas ie 386 431 
XII. Domestic, Hotels, ete. : ie om: aoe | 641 692 
XIV. Miscellaneous a Be a oe eal 293 279 





5. The following table gives particulars. for male and female workers 
separately, of the number of applications for employment, and from 
employers, and the number of positions filled during the first quarter of 
1917 :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Applications and Positions Filled, Males and 
Females, January to March, 1917. 


























Applications for * Applications from 
Employment. | Employers. 
ern — nee a 
a oakel| = i 2s Osi- 
Particulars. 2 Bo 5 2 a | g 3 g tions 
Jneee| s@ | Total. |A BO) Worsley ence 
lamas = | 3 S 
|2oo >) @ OO =} ow 
jogke| as | fo) Be 
jeg Poe. 3) 3 
| | | | 
Males .. aa ae -. | 5,246) 17,381) 22,627| 5,123) 5,810} 7,908 
| | | 
| | | | 
Females ofa Bo -. | 241) 2,539) 2,780) 307) 1,936] 2,243] 1,949 
eee | - 
LO PAT ete oe ae all 5,487 piaal 25,407| 994 7,059] 8,053) 9,857 











* Exclusive of Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. 


Of the total number of registrations for employment, 22,627, or 89.1 
per cent., were from males, and 2780 from females ; in the preceding 
quarter the percentage of males was also 89.1 per cent. Of the female 
registrations, 2515, or 90.5 per cent., were in Group XIII. (Domestic, 
Hotels, etc.), 1297 being reported in this group from New South Wales, 
697 from Queensland, and 521 from Western Australia. 
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As regards positions filled, 7908, or 80.2 per cent., were for male 
employees, as against 83.1 per cent. in the preceding quarter, and 1949 
for female. Of the latter number 1810, or 92.9 per cent., were in Group 
XIII.(Domestic, Hotels, etc.), 1046 being reported in this group from New 
South Wales, 294 from Queensland, and 470 from Western Australia. 
Out of every 1000 male applicants for work, 349 obtained positions, as 
against 373 for the preceding quarter, while of the female applicants 701 
out of every 1000 obtained work, as against 617 for the fourth quarter of 
1916. 


SECTION XI —INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 


1. The following table shews the number of accidents which were 
reported in each State during the years 1913 to 1916, and the first quarter 
of 1917 :— 


Industrial Accidents.— Number Reported in each State during the Years 1913 
to 1916, and the First Quarter of 1917. 




















Particulars. | N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land| S.A. | W.A.| Tas. | C’wlth. 

ar ling pag | sees lg 
HONS sae sss) | 7826) SPAeg ess balla | ihe 
tEAp 1914 | 61 26 | 25 a | an 13 | 159 
Ro; oe Te es eo GR |) eRP ea ey | 11 | 144 
Peon oe “aiLOteie we | pees RIS wieeetonn| eels By || ial 
1917—1st Quarter) 15 Pra 6 | Rae i 5 2 30 
1918 .. .. |3,427 | 308 | 286 | 117 | 813 | 79 |5,030 
No. of Accidents in-]1914 °. .. |33238 | 367 | 384 84 | 763 76 | 4,912 
capacitating for 4 1915 ar ee Peer 401 Dili 97 980 77 4,883 
over 14 days {1916 1... | 2igod | 427 | 498 | 152 | 885 76 | 4.862 
1917—Ist Quarter, "758 | 112 85 58 | 168 9 | 1,185 











The number of fatal accidents for the first quarter of 1917 was 30, as 
against 29 for the fourth quarter of 1916, while the numbers of non-fatal 
accidents for the corresponding periods were 1185 and 1221, the fatal 
accidents shewing an increase of one, or 3.4 per cent., and the non-fatal 
a decrease of 36, or 3 per cent. 


2. The following table gives similar particulars regarding accidents 


in the various industrial groups :— 
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Industrial Accidents.—Number Reported in various Industrial Groups during 
the First Quarter, 1917. 























3 | =| 3 
| #82 | S52 
Industrial Group. Fatal | 563 | Industrial Group. Fatal | Sos 
ee | ses 
= I a 
i 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. tea 69 | VII. Building and Scaf- . 
II. Engineering, etc. .. PAA oh Hes | folding.. ip 2 2 
III. Food, Drink, etc. .. oo || 2855 |AIM, Witrowhayes ~~ G5 xa 25 894 
IV. Clothing, Hats, ete. | 25 || IX. Lifts a ay eh 1 
V. Books, Printing, ete. ie 30 X. Miscellaneous... Be 8 
VI. Other Manufacturing on lh wantse | 
| Avo ob 4 eS On aloe 
| 











The majority of the accidents, as in preceding quarters, occurred in 
the mining industry. In this group there were 25 fatal accidents, as 
against 22 for the preceding quarter, an increase of 13.6 per cent. In 
New South Wales there were 15 fatal mining accidents, in Victoria one, 
in Queensland 4, in Western Australia 3, and in Tasmania 2. The number 
of non-fatal mining accidents was 894, as compared with 942 for the pre- 
ceding quarter, a decrease of 5.1 per cent., and of these 644 occurred in 
New South Wales, 19 in Victoria, 36 in Queensland, 29 in South Australia, 
159 in Western Australia, and 7 in Tasmania. 


In other industries 5 fatal accidents occurred, 1 in Victoria, 2 in 
Queensland, and 2 in Western Australia. The number of non-fatal 
accidents apart from those in connection with mining was 291. 
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SECTION XII—THE COMMONWEALTH CONCILIATION 


RECORD OF COURT OPERATIONS UNDER THE COMMON- 
FOR THE QUARTER 


1.—COURT 


(i.) COMPULSORY CONFERENCES 





PARTIES TO CONFERENCE. 





Employees. Employers. 


PROCEDURE. 


INDUSTRY AND 
LOCALITY AFFECTED, 





| : ¢ 

Australian Glass Manu- 
facturers’ Company 
Limited and others. 


Federated Glass Found- 
ers’ Association of Aus- 
tralia. 


| 
| 


Application for Compul- 
sory Conference by 
Employees. 


| Glass-Bottle Making in 
| Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Aus- 
tralia. 








Federated Seamen’s Union | 


of Australasia. 


Commonwealth Steam- 
ship Owners’ Associa- 
tion and others. 


pplication for Compul- 
sory Conference by 
Employees. 


Shipping Industry off the 
| Coast of Australia. 





Federated Engine Driv- | Colonial Sugar Refining 


ers’ and  Firemen’s Company Limited and 
Association of Aus- others. 
tralasia. 





Application for Compul- 
sory Conference by 
Employees. 


Land Engine Driving in 
Western Australia. 


| 
| 
\ 





* The President may, whenever in his opinion it is desirable for the purpose 


compulsory conference presided over by himself. 


of preventing or settling 


(ii.) INFORMAL 





PARTIES TO CONFERENCE. 





1 
Employees. Employers. 


PROCEDURE. 


INDUSTRY AND 
LOcALIty AFFECTED. 





| 


Waterside Workers’ Fed- | Commonwealth Steam- 


Application for inter- 


Shipping Industry at the 














eration of Australia. ship Owners’ Associa- | pretation as to travel- Port of Melbourne. 
| tion and others. ling time between 
| Port Melbourne and 
| Williamstown, Yarra- 
| | ville and other ports. 
(iii.) CASES 
CLAIMANT. RESPONDENT. | Dares or Frune or | Inpusrry anp Locatity 
REFERENCE. | AFFECTED. 
Musicians’ Union of Aus- | J. ©. Williamson Limit- | Referred into Court. Musical Profession in 
tralia. ed and others. Australia . 








| 

Federated Glass Found- 
ers’ Association of Aus- | 
tralia. | 
| 


Australian Glass Manu- 
facturers’ Company 
Limited and others. 


| Referred into Court on 
| 17th February 1917. 





Glass-Bottle Making in 
New South Wales, Vic- 
toria and South Ans- 
tralia. 








+ A resumé of the main provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation and A 





rhitration Acts 1904-11, 
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AND ARBITRATION ACTS 1904-1915.+ 


WEALTH CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION ACT 1904-1915 


ENDED 3lst MARCH, 1917. 








PROCEEDINGS: 
SUMMONED UNDER SECTION 16 (a).* 
NATURE OF DISPUTE. aE OF RESULT. 
1 
Re Wages and Conditions of Employment. Melbourne, No agreement arrived at. Dispute referred 


1917, Feb. 
15th and 
17th. 


into Court under Sec. 19 (d) for early 
arbitration as to what should be the mini- 
mum wage for labourers. 








Re Wages and Conditions of Employment. 


Melbourne, 
1917, Feb. 
27th, and 
March lst. 


Parties informed His Honor that agreements 
were likely to be arrived at. Dispute 
referred into Court under Sec. 19 (d) of 
the Act. 





Re Wages and Conditions of Employment. 








Perth, 1917. 





| 





an Industrial Dispute, summon any person to 


attend, at a time and place specified in the summons, at a 








CONFERENCE. 
DATE OF : 
NATURE OF DISPUTE. | BARING. | RESULT. 
peel | se iabebe . 
| Melbourne, The President, after securing promises to 


Re travelling time at Port Phillip Port. 


1917, Jan. 
5th. 


abide by his decision, decided that travel- 
ling time must be paid. 





HEARD. 





NATURE OF CLAIM. | 
| 


DATE OF 
HEARING. 


RESULT. 





Re Wages and Conditions of Employment. 


| Sydney, 1916. 


Dec. 4th, 
5th, 8th, 
11th, 12th, 
and 13th. 
Melbourne, 


Parties came to an agreement which will be 
filed when executed. 





1917, March | 


2nd & 5th. 





Re Wages and Conditions of Employment. 


| 


Melbourne, 


1917, March | 


8th, 9th, 
and 12th. 


Final Award made by Mr. Justice Higgins on 
12th March, 1917. 





and the Arbitration (Public Service) Act 1911, was given in Labour Bulletin No. 5, pages 53 to 59. 
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(iv.) APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 





APPLICANTS. In THE MATTER OF AN AWARD IN— 





Federated Mining Employees’ Association of Aus- 
tralia and North Nuggetty Ajax Company No 
| Liability and others. 


Federated Mining Employees’ Association of Australia 








| . 
| Australian Builders’ Labourers’ Federation and 


Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited. 
A. W. Archer and others. 





Federated Engine Drivers’ and Firemen’s Associa- | Federated Engine Drivers’ and Firemen’s Associa- 
tion of Australasia. tion of Australasia and Broken Hill Proprietary 
| Company Limited and others. 





* The Court shall, as regards every industrial dispute of which it has cognizance, 


(v.) APPLICATION FOR THE CANCELLATION OF THE 





APPLICANT. NAME OF ORGANISATION— 





Wool and Skin Stores Employees’ Union of Aus- 


J. F. McNamara. 
tralia. 








* Tf it appears to the Court, on the application of any organisation or person interested, or of the 
order the registration to be cancelled, and thereupon it shall be cancelled accordingly. 


(vi.) APPLICATION TO MAKE UNION BRING 





APPLICANT. | RESPONDENT. 


| 





Federated Marine Stewards’ and Pantrymen’s 


Sydney Branch of the Federated Marine Stewards’ 
i Association of Australasia. 


and Pantrymen’s Association of Australasia. 








(vii.) APPLICATION FOR ORDER IN THE NATURE OF 








APPLICANT. RESPONDENTS. 





Federated Marine Stewards’ and Pantrymen’s Associa-| Newcastle and Hunter River Steamship Company 
tion of Australasia. Limited. 





* The Court may, on the application of any party to an Award, make an order in 


THE CoMMONWEALTH CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION ACTs. 91 


38 (0) TO VARY AWARDS.* 





NATURE OF APPLICATION. DATE OF HEARING. RESULT. 








Application made to Vary Awards of | Tasmania, 1917, |Order Varying Awards made by Mr. 


Court Nos. 30 and 31 of 1915,and13 of | Feb., 19th and Justice Powers on 6th March, 1917. 
1916, in so far as they apply to Tasmanian 20th. 
mines. | Melbourne, 1917, 
| March 5th and 
6th. 








Application made to Vary Award of Court | Melbourne, 1917, 
No. 9 of 1912, and Order Varying Award Feb. 19th and 
dated 8th May, 1916, in so far as they | 21st, Mar. 19th 

aprly to the works of the applicant | 20th, 21st, 22nd, 


Order Varying Award made by Mr. 
| 
| 
| 

Company. 23rd and 27th. | 
| 


Justice Higgins on 27th March, 1917. 





| 
Application made to Vary Award of Court | Melbourne, 1917. | Application dismissed. 
No. 7 of 1917. | March 28thand | 
} 29th. 





\ 





have power to vary its orders and awards, and to reopen any question. 


REGISTRATION OF AN ORGANISATION UNDER SECTION 60.* 





REASONS FOR CANCFLLATION. | DATE OF HEARING. | RESULT. 





The President, Mr. Justice Higgins, order- 
ed that Registration be cancelled. 


Melbourne, 1917, 
March 20th. 


That members had transferred to the 
Storemen and Packers’ Union. 








Registrar, that for any reason the registration of an organisation ought to be cancelled, the Court shall 





ITS RULES INTO CONFORMITY WITH THE ACT. 





NATURE OF APPLICATION. DATE OF HEARING. | RESULT. 





Application for an Order to made Union | Melbourne, 1917, Application was dismissed. 
bring its rules into conformity with the 27th March. 
Act. 





A MANDAMUS UNDER SECTION 48* OF THE ACT. 





PROCEDURE. DATE OF HEARING. RESULT. 





Application for an Order in the nature of a | Melbourne, 1917, Application refused. 
Mandamus to compel compliance with | 27th March. 
an agreement made in dispute No. 23 | 
of 1915, and filed on 19th December, | 
1916. 








the nature of a mandamus or injunction to compel compliance with the Award. 
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SECTION XIII.—REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS AND 
BUREAUX IN AUSTRALIA. 


(In this Section particulars are furnished of Reports specially affect- 
ing labour and industrial matters in the Commonwealth, recewed since the 
publication of the last Labour Bulletin). 


A.—COMMONWEALTH. 


1. Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners Monthly Report, July, 1917, 
(Sydney, F. W. White.) 

2. Amalgamated Society of Engineers Monthly Report, July, 1917. (Sydney, 
G. A. Jones.) 

3. The Printing Trades Journal, June, 1917. (Sydney, *““ The Worker” Office.) 

4. The Postmaster (Official Organ of the Commonwealth Postmasters’ As- 
sociation), July, 1917. (Brighton, Victoria, Southern Cross Press.) 

5. The Australian Postal Electricians Union Journal, July, 1917. ( Windsor, 
Victoria, Fraser & Morphet.) 

6. The Federal Public Service Journal. (Official Organ of the Australian Com- 
monwealth Public Service Clerical Association), July, 1917. (Melbourne, Taylor 
& Son.) 

7. Quarterly Report of Federated Society of Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders 
of Australia, April, 1917. (Newcastle, McLuckie.) 


B.—NEW SOUTH WALES. 


1. New South Wales Industrial Gazette, June, 1917. (Sydney, Government 
Printer.) 

2. Electricai Trades Journal, June, 1917. (Sydney, ‘“‘ The Worker’ Office.) 

3. The Furnicure Trades Journal, June, 1917. (Sydney, Burrows & Co.) 

4. The Baking Trades Gazetie, July, 1917. (Sydney, A. J. Tomalin & Co.) 

5. The Railway and Tramway Record (Official Organ of the Grand Council of 
Railway and Tramway Unions of New South Wales), July, 1917. (Sydney, A. J. 
Tomalin & Co.) 

6. Moulders Journal, June, 1917. (Sydney, Burrows & Co.) 

7. Report of Registrar of Trade Unions, etc., for the Year 1916. (Sydney, 
Government Printer.) 


C.—VICTORIA. 


1. The Railways Union Gazette, July, 1917. (Melbourne, J. D. Michie.) 

2. The Grocers’ Assistant (Official Organ of the United Grocers’, Tea and Dairy 
Produce Employees’ Union of Victoria,) July, 1917. (Melbourne, Hilton Press.) 

3. The Tramway Journal (Official Organ of the Victorian Branch of the Aus- 
tralian Tramway Employees’ Association), July, 1917. (Melbourne, Taylor & Son.) 

4. Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Shops for the Year ended 
81st December, 1916. (Melbourne, Government Printer.) 


D.—QUEENSLAND. 


1. Queensland Industrial Gazette, July, 1917. (Brisbane. Government Printer). 
2. Police Union Journal, August 1917,. (Brisbane, Moreton Printing Co.) 
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SECTION XIV.—IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED, 


(In this Section particulars are furnished of Reports specially affecting 
labour, received from other countries since the publication of the last Labour 
Bulletin.) 


A.—UNITED KINGDOM. 


1. Board of Trade Labour Gazette, December, 1916, January to May, 1917. 
(London, T. Fisher Unwin.) 


B.—CANADA. 
1. The Labour Gazette, January to May, 1917. (Ottawa, Government Printer.) 


C.—NEW ZEALAND. 


1. Journal of the Department of Labour.—February to March, 1917. (Welling- 
ton, Government Printer.) 


D:—UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


1. Report of the Select Committee on Subject-matter of the Regulation of Wages 
(Specified Trades) Bill. (Cape Town, Government Printer.) 

2. Reports of the Select Committee on Food Supplies, Industries and Technical 
Training. (Cape Town, Government Printer.) 


E.—INDIA. 


1. Prices and Wages in India, Thirty-second Issue. (Calcutta, Government 
Printer.) 

2. Wholesale and Retail (Fortnightly) Prices. December 3lst, 1916, to April 
15th, 1917. (Caleutta, Government Printer.) 

3. Wheat Prices in India, January to April, 1917. (Caleutta, Government 
Printer. ) 


F.—UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


1. California, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labour Statistics. 
(Sacramento, State Printing Office.) 

2. Iowa. Report of the Bureau of Labour Statistics for the Biennial Period 
ending 30th June, 1916. (Des Moines, State Printer.) 

3. Massachusetts. (a). Eighth Annual Report on Labour Organisations for the 
year 1915, (b) Labour Injunctions in Massachusetts, (c) Thirty-sixth Quarterly 
Report on Employment in Massachusetts, (d) Tenth Annual Report on the 
Public Employment Offices. (Boston, Wright and Potter Printing Co.) 

4. New Hampshire. Eleventh Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labour. 
. (Concord, Ira., C. Evans Co.) 

5. New York Industrial Commission. (a) Annual Report of the Industrial Com- 
mission for the twelve months ended 30th September, 1915. (6) Court Decisions on 
Workmen’s Compensation Law, Ist July, 1914, to Ist August, 1916.  (c) Fatal 
Accidents due to Falls in Building work. (Albany, J. B. Lyon Co.) 

5. Virginia. Nineteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Labour and Industrial 
Statistics, 1916. (Richmond, State Printer.) 


G.—FRANCE. 
1. Bulletin of the Ministry of Labour, Nos. 9-12, 1916. (Paris, Berger-Levrault.) 
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H.—GERMANY. 
1. International Metal Workers’ Review, October to December, 1916. (Stutt- 
gart, A. Schlicke & Co.) 


2. Bulletin of the International Union of Woodworkers. (Berlin, published by 
the Union.) 


I.—HOLLAND. 


1. Monthly Journal of the Central Bureau of Statistics, November, 1916, to 
April, 1917. (la Hague, Gebr. Belinfante.)" 


J.—ITALY. 
1. Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of Labour, July-October, 1916. (Rome, 
Officina Poligrafica.) 


2. Semi-monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of Labour, Nos. 1 to 8, 1917. (Rome, 
Officina Poligrafica.) ; 


K.—DENMARK. 


1. Report of the Inspector of Unemployment for the year 1915-16. (Copenhagen, 
H. Jensen.) 


L.—FINLAND. 


1. Journal of Labour Statistics, Nos. 5 and 6, 1916. (Helsingfors, Government 
Printer.) 


M.—SWEDEN. 
1. Social Review, Nos. 11 and 12, 1916; Nos. 1 to 3, 1917. (Stockholm, P. A. 


Norstedt and Sons.) 


2. Wages and Hours of Labour in the Agricultural Industry, 1915. (Stockholm, 
P. A. Norstedt & Sons.) 


3. Hours of Labour in Barbers’ Shops and Bathing Establishments. (Stock- 
holm, P. A. Norstedt & Sons.) 


4. Conditions of Labour in Forestry in the North of Sweden. (Stockholm, 
I. Mareus Co.) 
N.—SPAIN. 


1. Bulletin of the Institute for Social Reform, December, 1916, to April, 1917. 
(Madrid, Minuesa de los Rios.) 





O.—PORTUGAL. 


1. Bulletin of Industrial Labour, Nos. 103, 104, and 106. (Lisbon, Government 
Printer.) 


